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DISTRICT  OF  V  ERMONT,  To  wit 

(l.  s.)  Be  it  remembered^  tbat  on  the  twen^ 
ty-fifth  clay  of  Jatiuaiy,  in  the  forty-second 
year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  IIOIMCE  STEELE,  of  the 
said  District,  hath  deposited  in  this  office^  the 
title  of  a  Book,  the  right  whereof,  he  claims  as 
Proprietor^  in  the  words  following^  to  wit : 

^^Tlie  Indian  Captive  ;  or  a  narrative  of  the 
captivity  asd  siiifcrings  of  Zadoek  Steele.  Re- 
lated by  himself.  To  which  isprefi:^ed.  an  ac- 
cQi=int  of  the  burning  of  Royalton.  Hath  this 
been  in  your  days^  or  even  in  the  days  of  yoiu* 
fdtliers  ?  Tell  ye  your  cliildrcn  of  it^  and  let 
7f  our  children  tell  their  children,  and  their  chil- 
dren, another  generation. — Joel.*^ 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
United  Sta^tes,  entitled^  "•  An  act  for  tlie  en- 
ccnragernent  of  learning,  by  securing  tlie  cop-' 
ies  of  Maps^  Charts^  and  Books  to  tiie  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies^  during  the 
times  therein  mentioned.*'' 

JESSE  GOVE.      I    ChfqftneJ):,. 
5    ^^'♦^''  ^If    "  t^rmonl. 


AT)  VER  T18EMEX1  \ 

The  Aiitlior  of  this  ivorlcj  neithtr  seeJcs^ 
nor  expects  praise.  To  preserve  in  memory 
the  siifferini^s  of  our  fathers^  is  the  princi- 
pal object  of  its  puhlication.  Jls  no  particu- 
lar account  of  the  burning  of  Royalton^  had 
ever  before  been  published,  it  ivas  thought  ad- 
visable that  it  should  he  prefixed  to  the  "  ^^ar- 
rative/^  which  was  about  to  be  printed. 

The  great  confusion  which  prevailed  on 
that  dreadful  day;  the  long  lapse  of  P'me 
since  the  event ;  the  disadvantages  resulting 
from  the  frailty  cf  hitman  recollection^  and  the 
wmterh  inexperience,  is  the  only  apology  h^ 
offers  for  the  imperfections  of  the  work. 

For  the  information  respecting  this  tragic- 
al scene,  he  is  indebted  to  the  goodness  of 
General  Stevens,  Colonel  Edson,  and  others^ 
who  tvere  eye-witnesses. 


X 


BUIiNING  OF  ROY  ALTON. 

AS  an  union  of  interest  alvv^ays  strengihens 
the  bonds  of  affection;  so  a  participatioa  in 
extreme  sufferings  will  never  fill  to  produce 
a  mutual  sensibility.  Prompted  by  a  gener- 
ous glow  of  filial  love  and  affectioij,  we  gen- 
erally take  deliglit  in  surveying  whatever  g«?^  a 
cur  forefathers  joy ;  and  are  ready  to  drop  v. 
sympathetic  tear^  when  we  review  tha  siiirer^ 
ings  which  they  have  undergone.  Eut,  con^ 
trary  to  the  laws  of  sympathy,  and  justice^ 
the  attention  of  the  public  is  often  engrosse-l 
with  accounts  of  the  more  dreadful  conSagra 
tioas  of  populous  cities  in  foreign  countries,  or 
the  defeat  of  armies  in  the  field  of  carnage ; 
^vhile  the  destriicilon  of  small  fi-ontier  settle^ 
ments^  by  the  Indian  tribes^  in  our  own  coun- 
try, is,  at  the  same  time,  little  knov/n,  if  not 
entirely  forgotten.  Thus,  the  miseries  of  oui 
neighbors  and  friends  around  us,  whose  bif:tei 
cries  have  been  heard  in  our  streets,  are  too 
often  suffered  to  pass  unnoiiced  down  the  cur 
rent  of  time  into  the  tomb  of  oblivion. 

The  burning  of  Royaltoii  v/as  an  eveui 
most  inauspicious  and  distressing  to  the  tlret 
settlers  of  that  town.  Nor  is  it  a  little  stran^^ev 
that,  among  the  numerous  authors,  yf^x^  iiuve 
recorded  the  events  of  the  American  ravolu 
lion,  some  ^  them  have  not  given  pla^^ei.  \\i 
U.eir  works  to  a  more  full  detail  of  that  affile 
live  scene.  • 

Ilaboilng  under  all  the  difficulties  and  hai'd. 
A  % 
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feliips  to  wliicli  our  infant  settlements  were  gen- 
erally subject ;  and  striving  bj  persevering 
industry  to  soar  above  every  obstacle^  which 
might  present  itself  to  obstruet  their  progress ; 
thej  had  filled  their  barns  with  the  fruits  ©f 
the  land;  their  store-houses  were  crowded 
with  the  coffiforis  of  life,  and  all  nature  seem- 
ed to  v>  ear  a  propitious  smile.  All  around 
them  promised  prosperity.  They  were  far 
removed  from  the  noise  of  war,  and,  though 
conscious  of  their  danger,  fondly  hoped  they 
should  escape  the  ravages  of  a  savage  foe. 

Iloyalton  was  chartered  in  the   year    1779. 
A  coiisiderable  settlement,    however,  had  ta- 
ken place  previous  to  that  time  ;  and  the  town 
^  wr.s  in  a  thriving  condition.     Large  stocks  of 
^  cattle,  vrhich  would  confer  honor  upon  the  en- 
terpii'^e   cf   farmers   in    €>ld   countries,    wer» 
here  s&^n  grazing  in  their  fields. 
.  United  Lv  common  interest  5  living  on  terms 
%  cf  f.-iciidr:!-ip;   ai^d   manifesting  that-  eacli  one 
in  a  ^Oit  I  degree  ^^  loved  his  neiglibor   as  him- 
self,^^  iiarmony  prevailed  in  their  borders  ;  so- 
cial happiness    was  spicad  around   their  fire- 
sides;  and  plenty  crowned  their  labors.     3 Hit, 
alos  !  the  dreadfid  reverse  remains  to  be  tohl ! 
While  joys    possessed,  Avsre    tamed  to  sor- 
rovrs,  tl^eir  ko'pss  for  joys  tc  come,  were  blast- 
ed.    And  as  the  former  strongly  markiid  the 
grievous  co  itia.jt  between  a  state  of  pro&pcvi- 
knd  aillic^iim ;  the  latter  only  sho\vcd  t]ie  fal- 
lacy of  promising  ourselves  the  ftitnre. 

(ill  the  raoruing  of  the  16th  of  October,  A. 
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D.  I78O — ^liefore  the  dawn  of  day,  tlic  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town  were  surprised  by  the  ap- 
proach of  about  three  hundred  Indian:s,  of  va- 
rious triijes.    They  Avere  led  by  i\\%  Caghncwa- 
ga  tribe,  and  iiad  left   Canada,    intending   to 
destroy  Ne^\bury,  a  town  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Vermont,  on  Connectieut  River.      A  llrit- 
ish  Lieiiteaant  by  the  name    of    llorton,  -was 
their  chief   commander,   and  one    LeMott,   a 
Frenchmaa,  was  his  second.      Tiicir  pilot  or 
leader,  vras  a  despicable  villain,  by  the  name 
of  Hamilton,  v/ho  had  been  ma(^e  prisoner,  by 
the  Americrdis    at  the  taking   of  13iir>50Yn,   in 
1777'     He  had  been  at  Ne\\bnry  and  Itoyal- 
ton  the  preceding  summer,   on  parole  of  hon- 
or, left  the  hitter  place  with  £   /eral  others  un- 
der pretence  of  going  to  survey  lands  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  State,  and  went  directly 
Jo  the  enemy.     He  was  doubtless  the  iirst  in- 
stigator of   those    awf  d   depredations  which 
were  4he  bitter  fruits  of  this   expedition,   and 
ought  to  stamp  his  uame  wilh  infiimy  and  dis- 
grace. 

On  their  way  thither,  'tis  said,  thej  came 
across  several  men  from  Newbury,  who  w  ere 
engaged  m  hunting,  near  the  place  wher^ 
Montpelier  Village  nov/  stands,  and  made 
them  pi, V oners.  They  made  known  their  ob- 
ject to  these  hunters,  and  enquired  of  them 
Aviicther  a-n  armed  f  jrce  was  stationed  at  New> 
biuy.  Knowing  tiie  defenceless  state  of  that 
town,  and  hoping  they  should  be  able  to  in- 
'  ice  the  Indians  to  relin(|uish  their  object  and 

_ '•..... _(1    ....._ L    ___ 
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return  to  Canada^  tliej  told  tliem  tliat  siiph  an 
armed  garrison  was  kept  at  Newbiirj^  as 
would  render  it  extremely  dangerous  for  tliem 
to  approach.  Tims  artfully  dissembling  by 
ambiguity  of  expresson^  the  true  condition  of 
their  fellow  townsmen^  and  like  Raliab  the 
harlot^  saved  tlieir  fathers  house  from  des- 
truction. 

Unwillingj  hoAvever^  that  their  expedition 
should  prove  wholly  fruitless',  they  turned 
their  course  to  Koyalton.  No  arguments 
which  the  prisoners  could  adduce,  were  sui!i- 
cient  to  persuade  them  from  that  determina- 
tion» 

V,  Following  up  Onion  River  as  far  as  the 
liiouth  of  Stevei.a'  branch;  which  empties  into 
the  river  at  Montpelier,  they  'steered,  their 
course  througli  Barre^  at  that  time  called  Wil- 
dersburgh  ;  proceeded  up  Gaol  branch,  wliicli^ 
forms  a  part  of  Stevens'  branch,  and  ti^ veiled 
o^er  the  mountains,  through  Orange*  and 
Washington ;  thence  dow?^  the  first  branch  of 
Y>"hitc  Eiver,  through  Chelsea  and  Tunbridge 
to  lloyafton.  They  laid  in  their  encampment 
at  Tunbiidge^  not  far  distant  from  Royalton, 
diiring  the  Sabbath,  the  day  preceding  their 
attacli  upon  the  latter  phxce,  for  the  purpose  of 
couceriing  measures,  to  carry  into  efl^i-  their 
atrocious  and  malignant  designs.  Here  were 
matured  those  diabolical  seeds  of  depredation 
and  cruelty,  from  which  sprang  bitterness,  sor 
row,  and  death ! 

As  they  entered  the  towu  before  day  light 
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juppearetl,  darkness  covered  their  appro  acli^ 
and  tliey  were  not  discovered  till  Monday 
morning,  at  dawn  of  day,  when  they  entered 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Hutchinson^  who  resi- 
ded not  far  from  the  line^  separating  Royalton 
from  Tiinbridge.  He  was  totally  ignorant  of 
their  approach,  and  wholly  unsiispicioiis  of 
danger,  till  they  burst  the  door  upon  him . 

Here  they  took  Mr.  John  Hutcliinson^  and 
Ahijah  Hutchinson  his  brother,  prisoners,  and 
plundered  the  house  ;  crossed  the  first  branch, 
and  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Hobert  Havens> 
who  lived  at  a  small  distance  from  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson's. Mr.  Havens  had  gone  out  into  his 
pasture  in  pursuit  of  his  she«-p  ;  and  having 
ascended  a  liill  about  forty  rods  frc!*^  his  house, 
hearing  his  neighbor  Hutchinson's  do^,-  bark,, 
halted,  and  stood  in  pensive  silence.  Here  h& 
listened  with  deep  anxiety  to  know  the  extent 
of  the  evil  he  feared.  But  alas  !  he  little  ^x-. 
pec  ted  to  nnd  a  herd  of  savage  men.  It 
^Y3iS  his  oaly  fear  that  some  voracious  animal 
was  among  his  sheep,  which  so  disturbed  the 
watchful  dog.  While  he  listened  in  silence^ 
with  his  thoughts  suspended,  he  heard  a  noise, 
as  of  sheep  or  cattle  runuing,  with  ,fall  speed, 
through  the  v/ater.  Casting  his  eye  to  the 
west,  towards  his  own  dwelling,  he  beheld  a 
company  of  Indians,  just  entering  the  door! 
Beeing  his  own  danger,  he  immediately  laid 
down  under  a  log,  and  hid  himself  from  their 
sisrht.     Sat  he  could  not  hide  sorrow  from  his 
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mind.  Here  he  wept !  ^Tears  trickling  down 
Ills  withered  cheeks,  bespoke  the  anguish  of 
his  soul,  while  he  thought  upon  the  distress  of 
his  family.  With  groanings  unntterable  he 
lay  awhile ;  heard  the  piercing  shrieks  of  hi;* 
beloved  wife,  and  saw  his  sons  escaping  for 
their  lives. 

BathM  ia  tears  the  boary  sage 

In  sorrovr  lay  coneearfl;  while  deatli 

In  tVi:;htfa!  fernij  stood  thick  arouRd  him, 

With   baw-bent  readiness,  and  airovvs  dip'd 

la  venom,  promisGUons  flyinj*^ 

Vigilence  \uth  his  years  had  fled, 

And  hope  was  almost  owt  of  sigTit; 

Safety  qaite  gone,  aad  far  b"-^-nd  hi§  rea^li. 


Lad^  with  the  weight  of  years,  decriped 
iunl  iiifirm,  he  was  sensible  if  %  appetired  in 
dght,  it  would  prove  his  death,  m  He  therefore 
resolved  not  to  move  until  a  favofable  oppor- 
tunity presented.  His  son,  Daniel  Havens, 
and  Thomas  Pember,  were  in  the  house,  and 
made  their  appearance  at  the  door,  a  little  be- 
fore the  Indians  came  up.  Beholding  tlfe'foe 
but  few  rods  distant,  they  run  for  their  lives. 
Baniel  Havens  made  his  escape  by  throwing 
himself  over. a  hedge  fence,  down  the  bank  of 
the  branch,  and  crawling  under  a  log ;  al- 
though a  large  number  of  the  Indians  passed 
directly  over  it,  in  pursuit  of  him.  ^V  ho  can 
tell  the  fiiars  that  agitated  his  bosom,  while 
these  savage  pursuers,  stepped,  upon  the  log^ 
^nder  which  he  lay !    And  who  can   tell  they 
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joys  lie  felt;  when  lie  saw  tliem  pass  o%  leav 
ins;  him  in  safety  !  A  quick  transition  from 
painful  fear,  and  iminent  danger,  to  joyful 
peace  and  calm  retirement.  They  pursued 
Thomas  Pember,  till  they  came  so  near  as  to 
throw  a  spear  at  him,  wldch  pierced  his  body, 
and  put  an  end  to  his  existence.  He  run  some 
time,  however,  after  he  w^as  wounded,  till  by 
loss  of  blood,  he  fainted,  fell,  and  was  unable 
to  proceed  farther.  The  savage  monsters  came 
up,  several  times  thrust  a  spear  through  his 
body,  took  off  his  scalp,  and  left  him^  food 
for  worms  !  While  they  were  ieaimg  his 
scalp  from  his  head,  how  did  his  dying  groaiiS 
pierce  the  skies  and  call  on  Him,  who  holds 
the  scales  of  justice,  to  mark  their  cruelty,  and 
avenge  Jiis  blood  i  - 

He  had  spent  the  night  previous,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Haveng,  engaged  in  amorous 
conversation  with  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Havens, 
who  was  his  choice  companion,  the  intended 
partner  of  liis  lifa. 

"' — — Wjiat  jealous  oares 

•  Mang  oi)  Ills  purtjng  soul  to  ihluk  Lis  lov^ 
ExposM  (0   v^ild  op[?re.«si'in  an«!  a  f.erd 
Of  savage  men  i'-  vihile  liimself  lay 
Willi  hU  eyes  uplifted,  faiinin^.  (k.-WM 
To  Mait,  and  fVel  the  fufal  hlovy. 

By  m)i\pnfiUQu  we  view   the  fair   survivor^ 

.i Hiunded  by  the  sa\age  tribe,  m hose  friglit- 

^  1  aspe<:t  threatened  ruin  5  her  soul  o'erwheim- 
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ed  with  fear,  and  stung  ^yitll  gi'ief,  bereft  of 
her  dearest  friend.  Hear  her  exclaimins;, 
with  sorrowful  accents,  in  tlie  language  of  the 
Poet: 


"You  sacred  mourners  of  a  noliler  mould, 

B'jrn  for  a  frieud  whose  dear  eailiraees  hold 

Beyond  all  oature's  ties;  you  that  have  known 

Two  happy  souli  made  intimately  one. 

And  felt  the  pan  leg  stroke  ;  'tis  you  mast  feel 

The  smart    t!ie  twinges,  and  the  racks,  I  feel ; 

Thi*  *onl  of  mine,  that  dreadful  wound  has  barne 

Off  from  its  sitle  its  dearest  half  is  torn, 

The  rest  lies  bleeding,  and  but  lives  to  n:ourn." 


} 


They  made  the  house  of  Mr.  Havens  their 
Valiving  point,  or  post  of  observation,  and  sta- 
tioned a  part  of  their  company  there  to  guard 
their  baggage,  and  make  preparations  for  re- 
treat, when  they  had  completed  their  work  of 
tlestruction.  Like  the  messenger  of  death,  si- 
lent and  merciless,  they  were  scarcely  seen 
till  felt.  Or  if  seen,  filled  the  mind  with  ter- 
ror, nor  often  afforded  opportunity  for  escape. 
Moving  with  violent  steps,  they  proceeded 
down  the  first  branch  to  its  mouth,  while  a 
number  armed  with  spears,  led  the  van,  and 
were  followed  by  others,  armed  with  muskets 
and  scalping  knives.  The  former  they  called 
runners^  who  were  directed  to  kill  all  those 
who  should  be  overtaken  in  an  attempt  to  es- 
cape, wliile  the  latter  were  denominated  giin-^ 
ners,  took  charge  of  the  prisoners^  and  scalp 
ed  those  who  »  ere  killed. 
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They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  a  young 
tiiau  by  he  name  of  Elias  Button^  being  ignor- 
ant of  tlicir  a])])roacli^  made  liis  aj^pearance  in 
the  road/  but  a  few  rods  fiom  them.  Espying 
his  danger,  he  turned  and  ran  with  the  great- 
est possible  speed  in  his  power,  to  escape  their 
cruel  hands.  The  savage  tribe  pursued  him 
with  tlieir  usual  agility ;  soon  overtook  the 
trembling  youth  ;  pierced  his  body  with  their 
speai-s  ;  took  off  his  scalp,  and  left  him  welter- 
ing in  his  gore  !  Young,  vigorous,  and  healthy, 
and  blest  with  the  brightest  hopes  of  long  life, 
and  good  days  ;  he  was  overtaken  by  the  mer- 
ciless stroke  of  death,  without  having  a"  min- 
utes warning.  Innocence  and  bravery  were  no 
shield,  nor  did  activity  secure  him  a  safe  re- 
treat. 

That  they  might  be  enabled  to  f^ill  upon  the 
inhabitants,  unawares,  and  thereby  secure  a 
greater  number  of  prisoners,  as  well  as  procure 
a  greater  quantity  of  plunder,  they  kept  pro- 
found silence  till  they  had  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  branch. 

After  killing  Pember  and  Button,  and  taking 
such  plunder  as  most  pleased  their  fancy,  thej^ 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Fneeiaud, 
who  resided  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the 
house  of  Mr.  Havens.  Here  they  found 
Messrs.  Simeon  Belknap,  Giles  Gibbsj  and 
Jonatlian  Brown,  together ^with  Joseph  Knee- 
land  and  his  aged  father,  all  of  whom  they 
made  prisoners.  They  then  ^vent  to  (he  house 
B 
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of  Mr,  Elks  Curtis^  where  tliey  took  Mr.  Cur- 
tis, Jolm  Kent  and  Peter  Maeon.     Mrs.  Curtis 
had  just  waked  from  the  slumbers  of  the  night, 
and    was   about  dressing  herself  as   she   sat 
\ipon  her  bed,  when   the  savage  monsters  en- 
tered the  door,  and  one  of  them  instantly  flew 
at  her  with   a  large  knife  in   his  hand,    and 
seized  her  by  the  neck,    apparently   intending 
to  cut  her  throat.     While  in  the  very   attitude 
of  inflicting  the   fatal   wound,  the  murderous 
wretch  discovered   a   string  of  gold   beads  a- 
round  her  neck,  Vv^hich  attracted  his   attention 
and  prevented  the  dreadful    stroke  of  death. 
Thus  his  avidity  for  gold  allayed  his  thirst  for 
huma.n  blood.     His  raging  pp^ssions  were  sud- 
denly cooled:    curiosiiy   restrained   his   ven- 
geance, and  spared  the  life  of  the   frightened 
object  of  Ills   crueky.     He  had  put   tlie  knife 
to  her  throat,  and  eterniiy  seemed  open  to  her 
view,  but  instead  of  taking   her  life,  he  only 
took   her  beads,  and   left  her  rej^oicing  at  her 
d el i verance .     The  barbarous  looks  of  the  w  ick- 
ed  crew  bespoke  their  malignant    designs,  and 
caused  licrrcr  and  dismay  to  flil  the  minds  cf 
all  who  beheld  them.     But  alas  1  who  can  tell 
what  horror  tlirilled  the  bosom    cf  this    ti^m- 
bling  woman  !  What  feaifjl   pargs  were  made 
to  ])ierce  her  soul !  Eehold  the  tawny    wretch^ 
with  countenance  wild,    and  awful    giimaces, 
standing  by  her  bed-side,    holding  her   b>  tlje 
throat,  with  one  hand,  lind  the  weapon  of  death 
in  the  other !  See,  standing  ai^ound  bor  a  crowd 
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of  brutal  savages^  the  sons  of  violence ;  foul 
tormentors,  lu  vain  do  1  attempt  to  paint  the 
scene.  Nor  will  I  pretend  to  describe  the  feel- 
ings of  a  kind  and  tender  mother^  Vi  ho^  repo- 
sing in  the  arms  of  sleep^  with  her  infimt  sit 
her  bosom,  is  roused  from  her  slumbers  by  the 
approach  of  a  tribe  of  savage  Indians,  at  he? 
bed-side. 

*•  No  Uiinfi^rrs  sten  ;  no  fear  <o  raise  a  si2;h  ; 

No  dangers  I'carM  :  and  yel  vas  ruin  ri£;h, 

})ark  wa^  (he  iiiglit.  a;  d  scarre  a  treinbliBs;  bre-^e 

Was  heard  lo  whisper  ihro'  the  iici2;!iborin«;  trees, 

Wheu  to  sleep's  arms  the  Isoiis.^hold  was  wilhcirawK* 

To  rest  in  SiifVfy  till  the  morroxvi?  dawn  : 

The  niorrou  dawi'S  and  blj)*-hfS  at  the  ^i£;ht 

Of  bloody  scenes,  tliat  ^h«n  detectirg  light^ 

UrgM  by  a  nameless  ihirsl  fir  iiusnan  prey. 

A  savage  band  approHchM  v\here  beauty  lay  , 

Wljere  iim^ce'i'".  luid  youtli.  and  age  reeliiiM 

In  sleep,  refrej>}iin2:  as  »lte  sHiilierB  wiiul. 

The  ^ire.  though  beridifij?  vvilh  a  load  nf  ycari. 

To  save  his  dan;>;hter — every  darker  dares  ; 

By  some  rou2;]i  hand  this  ancient  hero  die? = 

Tlie  fremb'inc^nioiher  for  her  husha-nd  si?hs^ 

Si2;!:s  a!*:d  er.treats  to  spare  licr  i.^fani's  life. 

]*er  pisjhs  they  hear,  and  ^])Are  Mm — nith  the  krife. 

PIpas'd  \viih  the  eliarm  of  bear.ty  drenchM  in  tca-s^ 

The  SAvai^e  tribe  to  e;l«omy  desarts  bears 

The  \^eepins;  rnotlier.  Toid  of  all  defence^ 

8ave  %vtiat  she  hoped  froai  Heav'a  and  innceeiice.J' 

To  prevent  an  alarm  from  being  sounded  ?i- 
broad,  ihej  commanded  (lie  prisoners  to  licer 
^;ilencc,  on  pain  of  death.  Wliile  the  afflicted 
iiiliJ^.bitants  beheld  their  properly  wasted^,  a.^.d 
their  lives  exposed  to  the  arrows  of  death,  i; 
caused  their  hearts  to  swell  with  grief      B.v^ 
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tliey  were  debarred  the  privilege  of  making^ 
known  their  suirerings  to  their  nearest  friends, 
or  even  to  pour  out  their  cries  of  distress^ 
while  surrounded  by  tlie  savage  band,  whose 
malevolent  appearance  could  not  fail  to  spread 
fear  and  distress  in  every  bosom.  '  They  plun- 
dered every  house  they  found  till  they  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  branch.  Here  the  com- 
mander, a  British  officer,  took  his  stand  with  a 
small  party  of  Indians,  vvliile  some  y/entup,  and 
others  down,  on  each  side  tf  the  river,  to  com- 
plete the  work  of  destruction.  They  had  already 
taken  several  horses,  which  some  of  them  rode, 
to  facilitate  their  march  and  enable  them  to  o- 
vertake  those  who  attempted  to  make  their  es- 
cape. Frightened  at  the  horidble  appe.^rance 
cf  their  riders,  v/ho  were  in  no  way  qualified 
to  manage  them,  the  horses  served  rather  to 
impede,  than  hasten  their  progress. 

Instigated  by  "  tlie  powers  of  darknes  y^ 
fired  with  rage ;  eager  to  obtain  that  booty 
wliich  they  acquired  by  the  pillage  of  houses ; 
and  fearful  at  the  same  time,  that  they  should 
themselves  fall  a  prey  to  the  American  forces, 
they  pursued  their  ravages  with  infuriated 
zeal,  and  violence  and  horror  attended  their 
movement. 

»'  Uproar,  reveTi2:e.  and  ra2;e,  and  hate  appear 
In  all  their  murderous  forms;  and  flame  and  blood 
And  sweat,  and  dast  array  the  broad  campaian 
]n  liorror  ;  has^y  feet,  and  spark! inp;  eyes, 
And  all  the  savas;e  passions  of  I  he  soul, 
Enga£;e  in  the  m  arm  bu;  n<ss  of  the  day." 
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Gen.  Elias  Stevens^  wlio  resided  in  the  first 
house  on  tlie  river  above  the  mouth  of  tlie 
branchy  had  gone  down  the  river  about  two 
miles,  and  was  engaged  at  .vork  with  his  oxen 
and  cart.  While  busily  eniploved  in  loading  his 
cart,  casting  his  eye  up  tlie  river,  he  behehl  a 
man  approaching,  bare-headed,  with  his  horse 
upon  the  run  ;  who,  seeing  Gen.  Stevens,  ( ri- 
ed  out -^^  for  God's  sake,  turn  out  your  oxen, 
for  tlie  Indians  are  at  the  mill.'^^  Gen.  Ste- 
vens hastened  to  unyoke  his  oxen,  turned  them 
out,  and  immediately  mounted  his  horse,  and 
started  to  return  to  his  family,  filled  v/ith  fear- 
ful appreliensions  for  the  fate  of  his  beloved 
wife,  and  tender  offspring  !  He  had  left  them 
in  apparent  safety,  reposing  in  the  arms  of 
sleep.  Having  proceeded  on  liis  return,  about 
half  way  home,  he  met  Capt.  Joseph  ParkhursL 
who  informed  him  that  the  Indians  ^a  ere  but  a 
few  rods  distant,  in  swift  pursuit  down  i\w, 
river,  and  thai  unless  he  returned  imniediately 
he  would  inevitably  fall  into  their  hands. 
*  Apprized  cf  his  danger,  he  tarned,  and  accom» 
panied  the  Captain  down  the  river.  Conjugal 
andpaterntal  aifection  alone  can  suggest  to  the 
immagination  of  the  reader,  what  were  i}\Q 
feelings  of  Gen.  Stevens,  when  compelled  for 
his  own  safety,  to  Jeave  tiie  Avife  of  his  bosom, 
and  their  little  one^  to  the  mercy  of  agavage 

*The  mills  in  n^ieh    he   referrpJ;    0".nc'el    hy  a  f'ir. 
T^Iorsjan,   wero   siuated   on  the   lir^t  braneli  wear   its 
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foe !  What  pains  did  he  feel  when  he  found 
himself  deprived  of  all  possible  means  to  afford 
them  relief !  Nor  could  he  expect  a  more  favora- 
ble events  than  to  find  them  all  sacrificed  at  tlie 
shrine  of  savage  barbarity  !  ¥/ho^  not  totally 
devoid  of  sympathy^  can  rcfiain  to  drop  a  tear^. 
as  lie  reflects  upon  those  painful  emotions, 
which  agitated  the  GeneraPs  breast,  when  he 
was  forced  to  turn  his  back  upon  his  -beloved 
family,  v,  liile  thus  exposed  to  danger !  In- 
deed, it  was  his  only  source  of  consolation, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  afford  assistance  to 
liis  defenceless  neighbors.  And  as  they  soon 
came  to  the  house  of  Beacon  Daniel  Rix,  he 
there  found  opportunity  to  lend  the  hand  of 
pity.  Gen.  Stevens  took  Mrs.  Rix  a,iid  two 
or  three  children  with  him  upon  his  horse  ; 
Cap^,  Parkhi.rst  took  Mrs,  Eenton,  and  several 
children  upon  his  horse  with  him,  and  they  all 
rode  off  as  fast  as  possible^,  accompanied  by 
Deacon  Rix  and  several  omiei's  on  foot,  till 
they  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  General 
^.Ytit  received  the  alariii.  Filled  with  anxiety 
for  bis  family,  and  not  having  seen  any  In- 
dianf?,  Gen.  Stevens,  here  concluded  again  to  re- 
turn, hoping  he  should  be  able  to  reach  home  in 
time  to  secure  his  household  iVom  danger,  be- 
fore the  Indians  arrived.  Leaving  Mrs.  Rix 
and  children  in  the  care  of  a  Mr.  Burroughs, 
he  started  f jr  home  and  had  pioceedec^  about 
half  a  mile,  when  he  discovered  the  Indians 
in  the  road  ahead  of  lilra,  but  a  few  rods  dis= 
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tant.  He  quickly  turned  about ;  hastened  his 
retreat ;  soon  overtook  the  company  he  iiad  teft^. 
and  entreated  them  immediately  to  leave  the. 
road  and  take  to  the  v,  oods  to  prevent  being 
taken.  Those  who  were  on  foot  jumped  over 
the  fence^  hastened  to  tlie  woods^  out  of  sight 
of  the  Indians,  where  they  remained  in  safety, 
undi:^covered  by  the  savage  foe,  who  kept  the 
road  in  pursuit  tf  General  Stevens.  He  pass- 
ed down  the  road  about  half  a  mile,  and  came 
to  the  house  of  JMr.  Tilly  Parkliust,  his  fath- 
er in  law.  Seeing  his  sister  engaged  in  milk- 
ing by^the  barn,  h«  ^^  told  her  to  leave  her 
cow  immediately  or  the  Indians  would  have 
her,"  and  left  her  to  secitre  her  own  retreat. — 
They  were  now  in  plain  sip;hEt;,  not  more  than 
eighty  or  an  hundred  rods  olL  The  road  was 
full  of  them,  running  lilce  blood-hounds. — 
The  General  rode  to  tiie  hon&e,  told  them  to 
run  for  their  lives,  and  proceeded  to  warn  oth- 
ers who  lived  contiguous.  By  this  time  the 
way  was  filled  w  ith  men,  women  and  children, 
and  a  large  body  of  Indians  in  open  viev/,  but 
just  behind  them.  The  savage  tribe  now  be- 
gan to  make  the  surrounding  wilderness  re- 
echo ^,^ith  their  frightful  yells.  Frightened 
and  alarmed  for  their  safety,  children  clung  to 
their  parents,  and  half  distracted  mother^,  fill- 
ed  with  fearful  apprehensions  of  approaching 
destruction,  were  heard  to  make  th^  air  resound 
with  their  cries  of  distress  !  Gen  Stevens  en- 
deavored to  get  them  into  the  wood^^    out  of 
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sight  of  the  Indians.  Fear  had  usurped  the 
power  of  reason^  and  wisdom's  voice  was 
drowned  in  the  torrent  of  distraction.  There 
was  no  time  for  argument.  All  v»as  at  stake. 
The  enemy  hard  hy,  and  fast  approaching. — 
Defenceless  mothers,  with  lielpless  infants  in 
their  arms,  fleeing  for  their  lives !  Despair 
w^as  spread  before  them,  while  the  roaring 
flood  cf  destruction,  seemed  rolling  behind 
them  !  Few  could  be  persuaded  to  go  into  the 
woods,  and  most  of  them  kept  the  road  till 
they  arrived  at  the  house  of  Capt.  E.  Parkhurst, 
in  Sharon.  Here  they  halted  a  moment  to 
take  breath,  hoping  they  should  not  be  pursu- 
ed any  farther.  The  Indians  being  taken  up 
in  plundering  the  houses,  had  now  fallen  con- 
f^iderably  in  the  rear.  But  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims of  distress,  had  not  long  been  here,  when 
the  cruel  pursuers  again  appeared  in  sight. 

Screaming  and  crying^  now  witnessed  the 
horrors  of  that  dreadful  scene.  Groans  and 
tears  bespoke  the  feelings  of  a  heart  agita- 
ted with  fear,  and  swollen  with  grief!  Tliere 
was  no  time  to  be  lost.  While  they  waited, 
they  waited  for  destruction.  ChiUlren  hang- 
ing to  their  mother's  clothes  ;  mothers  4^quir- 
iug  what  they  should  do,  and  calling  for  as- 
sistance ;  floods  of  tears,  and  piercing  shrieks, 
all  presented  to  view  a  most  painful  scene. — 
Heehig  the  Indians  appraoching  with  hedious 
yells,  that  thrilled  the  heart  of  every  one, 
Gen.  Stevens  put  his  mother  and  liis     sister 
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upon  Ms  own  horse ;  Capt.  Joseph  Parkhurst 
put  Mrs.  Rix  and  three  of  her  chiklren  jipoii 
another  horse,  without  a  hridle,  and  ordered 
them  to  hasten  their  flight.  There  yet  remain- 
ed the  wife  of  Capt.  E.  Parklmrst,  who  sfood 
in  the  most  critical  situation,  in  which  a  woman 
can  be  placed ;  begging  and  crying  for  help  ; 
surrounded  by  six  small  children,  cliriging  to 
her  clothes,  and  pleading  with  her  for  pro- 
tection ;  Alas  !  how  awful  was  the  spectacle^ 
how  affecting  the  scene !  To  see  a  woman  in 
tills  deplorable  condition,  pleading  for  .succour, 
wlien  none  could  lielp  ;  when  safety  and  sup- 
port had  fled;  and  dangers  rushing  upon  herj 
a  lieart  not  devoid  of  sympathy,  could  not  fail 
to  weep  !  Conscious  of  her  wretched^  situatioji ; 
feeljjp  for  her  dear  chiklren;  being  told  there 
was  no  probability  for  her  escape ;.  gathering 
her  Utile  ones  around,  her  she  wept  in  bitter- 
ness of  soul ;  tears  of  pity  ran  dov/n  her  cheeks, 
wliile  she  waited  the  approach  of  the  savage 
tribe  to  inilict  upon  her,  whatever  malice  could 
invent,  or  inhumanity  devise  ! 

Her  husband,  to  whom  she  fain  would  have 
looked  for  protection,  was  gone  from  home, 
when  all  her  zcgss  fell  upon  her !  Well  might 
she  say,  ^^  Therefore  are  my  loins  filled  with 
pain ;  pangs  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  as  the 
pangs  cf  a  woman  that  travaileth,''  '^^^J 
heart  panted,  fearfulness  affrlgbted  me;  the 
night  of  my  pleasure  hath  he  turned  into  fear 
unto  me,''      While  M^s.    Parkhurst  saw  her 
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friends  and  neighbors  fleeing  from  her;   and 
beheld  the  Indians  approaching  with  impetu- 

^ous  step;   her  bosom  tlirobed  with  anguish; 

If  horror  seized  her  soul ;  and  death  !  immediate 
dep.th,  both  to  her  and  her  children,  "  stood 
{hick  around  her/^  threatening  to  thrust  his 
dagger  into  her  aching  heart.  There  was  no 
time  to  decide  on  the  priority  of  claims  to  pity, 
or  the  demands  of  justice.  Those  who  were 
nearest  at  hand  first  received  assistance ;  not 
bo"v^'ever,  without  regard  to  that  affection  which 
arises  from  consanguinity  or  mati^imonial  con- 
nexion. And  these  relations  not  only  unite 
ike  hearts,  but  connect  the  hands  in  scenes  of 
distress. 

♦At  the  time  Gen.  Stevens  put  his  mother  and 
his  sister  upon  his  horse,  the  Indians  w#fc  not 
eight  rods  from  him.  They,  in  company  with 
Mrs,  Rix  and  her  children,  rode  off  as. fast  as 
possible,  Tha  General  followed  with  several 
others  on  foot.  Part  of  the  Indians  pursued  them, 
while  others  entered  iJm  house,  and  plunder- 
ed it  of  its^  furniture.  They  took  her  eldest 
son  from  her,  then  ordered  her,  \^  ith  the  rest  of 
her  children,  to  leave  the  house.  She  accord- 
ingly repaired  into  the  fields  back  of  the  house, 
with  five  of  her  children,  and  remained  in 
safety  till  they  had  left  the  place.  Socii  af- 
ter Gen.  Stevens  started,  his  (^og  came  in  h\^ 
way,  and  caused  him  to  stuinble  and  fail; 
which  so  retarded  his  progress  that  he  w.is  oh 
]\^Q{\  to  flee  to  the  woods  for  safety,  leavltui: 
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the  women  and  cliildren  to  make  the  best  of 
their  retreat.     The  Indiins  pursued  down  the 
road  after  them,  witii  fdghttal  yells,  and  soon  ^ 
overtook  those  who  were  on  f  ot.     Tiiey  took 
Gardner  Rix,  son  of  Deacon  Rix,  a  boy  about 
fourteen  years  old,    just  at  tlie  lieels  of  his 
mother^si  horse ;  while  she  was   compelled  to 
witness  the  painful  sight.     Alas !    what    dis- 
tress and  horror  filled  her  bosom,  when   she, 
with  three  of  her  children,  no  less  dear  than 
herself,  fleeing  ftom  the  savage  f  je,   mounted 
upon  a  horse,  snorting  with  f ?ar,  having  notli 
ing  but  a  pocket  handkerchief  in  liis  mouth  f:^r 
a  bridle,  saw  her  wearied  son,  f  lint  for  want. 
of  breath,  fall  a  captive  to  this  barbarous  crew  \ 
Cruel  fate !  The  trembling  youth,  ovei'whelm- 
ed  wL||fear,    and  bathed  in  tears,    v/as  now 
torn  ffom  his  tender  parents,  and  compelled  tc 
roam  the  wilderness  to  unknown  regions  I  Nor 
was  the  disconsolate  mother,  v/ith  her  other  lit- 
tle ones,  left  in  a  much  more  safe  condition. 

Exposed,  and  expecting  every  step  to  fill  te 
the  ground,  which,  if  it  proved  not  their  deaths 
would  leave  them  a  prey  to  the  savage  n4on- 
sters !  No  tongue  can  tell  the  pains  she  felt, 
nor  pen  describe  the  liorror':  of  her  soul  I  To 
behold  her  little  son,  wliile  Seeing  for  his  life^ 
fill  into  the  hands  of  these  sons  of  cruelty, 
what  kind  and  tender  mother,  would  not  f^iel 
lier  heart  to  bleed! 

May  we  -not  listen  to  the  voice  of  immagiii^ 
ytion,  arid  hear  her  say : 


a*  BURNING  OF 

*' Oh  !  infiiiile  distress  I  such  raE:ingS5nef 
Should  command  pitj,  and  dtsnair  relief. 
Passion,  niethinks.  should  rise  from  all  my  jjroaus, 
Give  sense  lo  rocks,  and  sympathy  to  stones." 

Tlie  Indians  pursued  tlie  \vomen  and  cliil- 
dren  as  far  as  the  house  of  Mr.  Benedict^  the 
distance  of  about  a  mile.  Tliey  effected  their 
escape^  though  surrounded  with  dangers^  and 
pursued  with  impetuous  and  clamorous  steps. 
Here  they  discovered  Mr.  Benedict  on  the  op- 
posite side  cf  a  stream  Called  broa.d-brook^ 
^vhicli  ran  near  the  house.  They  beckoned  to 
have  him  come  over  to  them.  Choosing^  how- 
ever^ not  to  hazard  the  consequences  of  yield- 
ing obedience  to  their  request ;  he  turned  and 
ran  a  short  distance  and  hid  liimself  under  a 
log.  He  had  not  long  been  in  this  si<lfction, 
V,  hen  these  blood-thirsty  wretches,  came,  and 
f^tood  upon  the  same  lt)g,  and  were  heard  by 
him  to  excldm  in  angry  tone,  "  if  they  could 
find  him,  hcv  should  feel  the  tomahawk.'' 

After  standing  upon  the  log  some  time,  and 
endea%  oring  to  espy  the  concealed,  trembling 
object  of  their  pursuit ;  they  h  fi  him  nnd  re- 
turned to  the  house.     Ah!  what  joy  filled  his 
bosom,  wlien  he  saw  these  messengers  of  death 
pass  away  lea>ir!g  him  in  ^a^fcty !  How  must 
his  heart  have  glowed  \>  iih  gri;titude  toward 
the  "  Great   treserver  of    men,"    at  this   un 
expected  deliverance    from  the  most   iniinen 
danger. 

His   joys,    however,    were  not  unmingled 
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with  sorrow,  as  the  fell  destroyers  were  still 
at  his  house,  committing  ravages  and  wasting 
his  property.  But  no  man  can  he  supposed  to 
put  his  property  in  competition  with  liis  life. 

The  Inf»ians  pursued  down  the  river  about 
forty  rods  farther,  where  they  made  a  young 
man,  by  the  name  of  Avery,  prisoner,  and  then 
concluded  to  return. 

While  they  were  at  the  house  of  Tilly 
Parkhurst,  aforementioned,  which  was  about 
six  miles  f^'om  the  place  they  entered  Royal- 
ton,  his  son,  Phineas  Parkhurst,  who  had 
been  to  alarm  the  people  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  just  as  he  entei'ed  the  stream  on  his 
return,  discovered  the  Indians  at  his  father's 
door.  Finding  himself  in  danger,  he  imme- 
(liateiy  turned  to  go  back,  and  the  Indians  just 
at  this  time  happened  to  see  him,  and  tired  up- 
on him.  Tills  V,  as  the  first  gun  they  fired  af- 
ter they  entered  the  town.  The  ba,ll  entered 
his  back,  went  through  his  body,  came  out  un- 
der his  ribs,  and  lodged  in  the  skin.  Not- 
withstanding the  wound,  he  was,  however,  able 
to  ride,  and  continued  his  retreat  to  Lebanon, 
in  the  State  of  New- Hampshire,  the  distance 
of  about  sixteen  miles,  with  very  little  stop, 
supporting  the  ball  between  liis  finger^,  lie 
uovv  resides  in  that  town,  and  sustains,  ilia 
rjaracter  of  a  useful  physician,  and  an  injd^s 
ti'ious,  inde?  edent  farmer. 

That  party  of  Indians,    wliich  went  down 
m  the  cast  side  of  the  river,    extended  their 
C 
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ravages  as  far  as  the  house  of  Capt.  Gilbert, 
ill  Sharon,  where  a  public  house  is  now  kept, 
by  Capt.  toana.  Here  they  took  a  nephew  of 
Captain  Gilbert,  by  the  name  of  Natlianiel 
Gilbert,  a  boy  about  fifieeu  years  of  age. — 
They  now  resolved  to^  return,  and  commenced 
that  w aste  of  property,  which  tracked  their 
progress.  As  tbey  retraced  their  steps^ 
they  set  iire  to  all  the  buildings  tliey  found,  of 
every  description.  They  spread  desolation 
and  distress  wherever  they  w  ent.  Houses  fill- 
ed with  furnitiire,  and  family  supplies  for  the 
winter;  barns  stored  with  the  fruits  of  indus- 
try, and  fields  stocked  with  herds  of  cattle, 
M  ere  all  laid  waste. 

They  shot  and  killed  fourteen  fat  oxen  in  one 
yard ;  which,  in  consequence  ( f  the  inhabitans 
Iwj^ing  dispersed,  were  w  holly  lost.  C ovv  s,  sheep, 
and  hogs  ;  and  indeed  every  creature  design- 
ed by  tiie  God  of  nature,  to  supply  the  wants 
of  man,  which  came  witliin  tlicir  siglit,  fell  a 
prey  to  these  dreadful  spoilers.  Parents  torn 
from  their  children ;  husbands  separated  from 
tlieir  wives  ;  and  cliiklren  snatched  from  their 
parents,  presented  to  view  an  indiscribable  scene 
of  wretchedness  and  distress.  Some  were 
drl\  en  from  their  once  peaceful  liabitations,  in- 
to the  adjacent  wilderness  for  safety ;  tliere  to 
w«it  the  destruction  of  their  ])roperty  ;  stung 
with  the  pahifnl  reflection  that  their  fiiend^', 
]jerliaps  a  kind  father,  and  affectionate  brother, 
wcie  made  captives,  and  compelled  to  travel 
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with  a  tawny  lierd  of  savage  men,  into  the 
wild  regions  of  the  north  ;  to  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  enemies,  and  undergo  the  fatigues 
and  dangers  of  a  wretched  captivity  :  Or  w  bat 
was  scarcely  more  to  be  deplored,  learn  with 
pain  that  they  had  fallen  the  unhappy  victims, 
to  the  relentless  fury  of  tlie  savage  tribe,  and 
w ere  weltering  in  their  gore,  where  tliere  w^as 
no  eye  to  pity,  or  friendly  hand  to  adminis- 
ter relief! 

The  third  party  of  Indians,  who  w  ent  up  the 
river,  first  came  to  the  house  of  Gen.  Stevens. 
Daniel  Havens,  whose  «wscape  I  have  mention- 
ed, went  directly  there,  and  warned  the  fam- 
ily cf  their  danger.  Trembling  with  fear, 
he  only  stepped  into  the  house,  told  them  that 
"  the  Indians  were  as  thick  as  the  D — 1  at  their 
house,^'  and  turned  and  went  directly  out, 
lea^ving  the  family  to  secure  their  own  retreat. 

Mrs.  Stevens  and  the  family  were  in  bed;, 
excepting  her  husband,  v/ho,  as  before  stated, 
had  gone  dov/n  the  river,  about  tv/o  miles  from 
home.  Blie  immediately  arose  from  her  bed, 
flung  some  loose  clotlies  over  her  ;  took  up  her 
child,  and  bad  scarcely  got  to  the  ftre,  when  a 
large  body  of  Indians  rushed  in  at  the  door. 

They  immediately  ransacked  the  house  in 
search  of  men ;  and  then  took  the  beds  and 
bedding,  carried  them  out  of  doors,  cut  open 
tlie  bed-ticks,  and  threw  the  feathers  into  the 
air.  This  made  them  sport  enough.  Nor  did 
ttey  fail   tc  manifest  their  infernal  gratifica- 
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tion  by  tlieir  tartarean  shouts^    and  disingenu- 
ous conduct, 

Mrs.  Stevens  entreated  tiiem  to  let  lier  have 
some  clotlies  for  herself  and  child ;  but  her 
entreaties  v^  ere  in  vain.  They  were  deaf  to 
the  calls  if  the  needy;  and  disregarded  the 
demands  cf  justice.  Her  cries  reached  their 
ears^  but  nothing  could  excite  one  single  glow 
of  sympathy.  Her  destitute  and  suffering 
condition  wjis  plain  before  their  eyes^  but  they 
vyere  blind  to  objects  cf  compassion.  Alas  ? 
what  bitterness  of  soul ;  what  anguish ;  what 
heart  rending  pangs  of  fcar^  distressed  her 
tender  bosom !  Buni&unded  by  these  pitiless, 
terriffic  monsters  in  human  shape^  with  her  lit- 
tle offspring  in  her  arms^  whose  piercing 
shrieks  and  tender  age  called  for  compassion ; 
exposed  to  the  raging  fire  of  savage  jealousy, 
unquenchable  by  a  mother's  tears  ;  anxious  for 
the  safety,  and  mourning  the  absence  of  her 
bosom  fi  lend,  the  husband  of  her  youth ;  it  is 
beyond  the  powers  of  imagination  to  coriceive, 
or  language  to  express  the  sorrows  of  her 
heart ! 

At  one  moment  securely  reposing  in  the 
arms  of  sleep,  with  her  darling  infant  at  her 
breast ;  the  next,  amid  a  savage  crew,  whose 
wicked  hands  were  employed  in  spreading 
desolation  and  mischief;  whose  mortal  rage, 
exposed  her  to  the  arrows  of  death !  After 
plundering  tlie  ]?ouse,  they  told  Mrs.  Steven, 
to  ^^  begone  or  tliey  would  burn.''      She  hiid 
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been  afraid  to  make  any  attempt  to  escape ; 
but  now  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity. — 
She  hastened  into  the  adjacent  wilderness 
carryiug  her  child,  where  she  tarried  till  the 
Indians  had  left  the  town. 

"Stransrers  to  want!  can  ye.  presiimptu!)in  say, 
No  eloud^  shall  rise  to  overcast  your  day  ? 
Time  f)ast  hath  provM  ho  v  fleetias;  riches  are, 
Time  future  to  tJiis  truth  may  witness  bearj 
By  means  no  human  rti-^dom  can  f'^resce, 
Or  power  prevent,  a  sudden  chanj^e  may  ba 
War  in  i's  route  may  plunder  all  your  store 
And  leave  you  friendless,  desolate  a^d  po{)r." 

NOYES. 

A  boy  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Waller,  a- 
bout  fourteen  years  old,  who  lived  with  Gen. 
Stevens,  hearing  the  alarm  given  by  Mr.  Ha- 
vens, set  out  immediately  to  go  to  the  Gener- 
al, and  gi^e  him  the  information.  He  had 
proceeded  about  half  a  mile,  when  he  met  the 
Indian?,  was  takeia  prisoner,  and  carried  to 
Canada. 

They  left  the  house  and  barn  of  Gen- 
eral Stevens  in  flames,  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  -Jls  fir  as  Mr.  Htirkee's,  where  they  took 
tw^o  of  his  boys  prisoners,  Adan  and  xlndrew, 
and  carried  the  former  to  Canada,  who  died 
there  in  prison. 

Seeing  a  smoke  arise  above  the  trees  in 
the  woods  adjacent,  the  hostile  invaders  di- 
rected their  course  to  the  spot,  wliere  tiiey 
found  a  young  man  by  the   ne-me   of   Prince 

eg 
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Haskell^  busily  engaged  in  chopping  tor  the 
commencement  of  a  settlement.  Haskell  heard 
a  rustling  among  the  leaves  behind  him^  and 
turning  around  beheld  two  Indians,  but  a  few 
feet  from  him.  One  stood  with  his  gun  point- 
ed directly  at  him,  and  the  other  in  the  atti- 
tude of  throwing  a  tomahawk.  Finding  he 
had  no  chance  to  escape,  he  delivered  himself 
up  as  a  prisoner,  and  was  also  carried  to  Can- 
ada. He  returned  in  about  one  year,  after  en- 
during the  itiost  extreme  sufferings,  in  his  wan- 
deiings  through  the  wilderness,  on  Ms  way 
home. 

A  Mr.  Chafee,  who  lived  at  the  liouse  of 
^Ir.  Hendee,  started  early  in  the  morning  to 
go  to  tlie  house  of  Mr.  Elias  Curtis  to  get  his 
hor^e  sliod.  On  his  way  he  saw  Mr.  John 
Kent  ahead  of  him,  who  was  upon  the  same  bu- 
sines^s.  Wishing  to  put  in  his  claim  before 
Mt.  Ciiafee,  lie  rode  very  f?tst,  and  arrived  at 
i}iQ  house  firsts  He  had  scarcely  dismounted 
from  his  horse,  when  the  Indians  came  out  of 
the  ho'ise,  took  hlni  by  the  hair  of  his  liead, 
and  pulled  hir.i  over  backwards.  Seeing  this, 
Mr.  Chafee  immediately  dismounted,  jtnnped 
behind  tlie  shop,  hastened  away,  keeping  such 
a  direction  as  would  cause  the  shop  to  hide  his 
retreat.  Tlius  he  kept  out  of  sight  of  the  In- 
dians, effected  his  escape,  and  returned  to  tlie 
house  of  Mr.  Hendee.  On  receiving  the  a- 
larm  given  by  Mr,  Chafee,  Mr.  Hendt'3  di- 
rected, his  v/jfe  to  take  her  liitle  boy  aboiv. 
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feeven  years  old^  and  her  little  daugliter,  wiio 
was  still  younger^  and  hasten  to  one  of  their 
neighbors  for  safety,  ^vliila  he  should  go  to 
Bethel;  the  town  west  of  lloyalton,  and  givo 
the  alarm  at  the  fort. 

Mrs.  Hendee,  liad  not  proceeded  far,  when 
she  was  met  by  several  Indians  upon  tiie  rnn^ 
who  took  her  little  boy  from  her.  Feeling 
anxious  for  the  fate  of  lier  child,  she  enquired 
what  they  were  going  to  do  with  him.  They 
replied  that  they  sliould  make  a  soldier  of  him; 
and  tlieii  hastened  away,  pulling  him  along  by 
the  hand,  leaving  tlie  weeping  motlier  with 
her  little  daughter,  to  witness  the  scene,  and 
hear  the  piercing^sbrieks  of  her  darling  son. 

This  leads  me  to  notice  one  instance  of  fe- 
male licreism,  blended  with  benevolence,  dis- 
played by  ;Rlrs.  Hendee,  whose  name  de- 
serves ever  to  Ij6  held  in  i?eniembrance  by  ev- 
ery friend  of  humanity. 

She  was  now  separated  from  her  husband, 
and  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  savage  crev/,  who 
were  committing  the  most  horrid  depredations, 
and  destroying  every  kind  of  property  that 
fell  within  their  grasp.  Defenceless,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  shafts  of  envy,  or  tlte  rage  of  a 
company  of  ctespicable  tories  and  brutal  sav- 
ages, the  aMicted  motlier,  robbed  of  her  only 
son,  proceeded  down  the  river,  with  her  ii^.n' 
de?  little  daughter  hanging  to  her  cloihes, 
:reaming  with  feai*,  pleading  with  her  moth- 
er to  keep  av/ay  the  Indians  ! 
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In  this  condition^  possessinj^  uncommon  res- 
olution, and  great  presence  ( f  mind,  siie  deter- 
mined again  to  get  possession  cf  her  son.  As 
she  passed  down  the  river,  she  met  several  to- 
nes who  were  ^^ith  the  Indians,  of  whom 
she  continued  to  inquire  what  they  inten- 
ded to  do  with  the  children  they  had  taken, 
and  received  an  answer  that  they  should 
kill  them.  Still  determined  not  to  part  with 
her  son,  she  passed  on,  and  soon  discovered  a 
large  body  of  Indians,  stationed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river.  Wisliing  to  find  the 
commanding  officer,  and  supposing  him  to  be 
there,  she  set  out  to  cross  the  river,  and 
just  as  she  arrived  at  the  bank,  an  old 
Indian  stepped  ashore.  He  could  not  talk 
English,  hut  requested  by  signs  to  knov/  where 
she  was  going.  She  signified  that  she  was  go- 
ing to  cross,  when  lie,  supposing  she  intended 
to  deliver  herself  up  to  them  as  a  prisoner, 
kindly  offered  to  carry  her  a.nd  her  child  across 
on  liis  back  ;  but  slie  refused  to  be  carried. — 
He  then  insisted  upon  carrying  her  child,  to 
w  hich  she  consented.  The  little  girl  cried,  and 
said,  "  she  did'nt  ivant  to  ride  the  old  Indian.'' 
She  Vv  as  however  persuaded  to  ride  the  old 
Indian,  and  they  all  set  out  to  ford  the  river. 

Having  proceeded  about  half  way  across, 
they  came  to  deeper  and  s^vifter  water,  and 
the  old  Indian,  jjatting  the  mother  upon  tiie 
shoulder,  2;ave  her  to  understand  that  if  she 
^  ould  tarry  upon  a  rock  near  theni;  wmch  was 
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not  covered  witli  water^  till  he  liad  carried  lier> 
child  over^  he  would  return  and  carry  her  al- 
sOo  She  therefore  stopped,  and  sat  upon  the 
rock  till  he  had  carried  her  daughter  and  set 
it  upon  the  opposite  shore ;  v/Iiaii  he  returned 
and  took  her  upon  his  back,  lugged  her  over, 
and  safely  landed  her  v/ith  her  child. 

Supported  by  a  consciousness  of  the  justice 
of  her  cause,  braving  every  da])ger  and  haz- 
arding the  most  dreadfal  consequences,  not  ex- 
cepting her  own  life  and  that  of  her  children, 
she  now  sat  out  to  accomplish  her  object. 

She  hastened  to  the  Commanding  OiBcer,  and 
boldly  inquired  cf  him  what  he  intended  to  do 
with  Iier  child.  He  told  her  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  orders  to  injure  women  or  children. — 
^^  Such  boys  as  should  be  taken,  he  said,  would 
be  trained  for  soldiers,  and  would  not  be  Imrt.^^ 

You  kn  "W  said  she,  in  reply,  that  these  lit- 
tle ones  cannot  endure  the  fatigues  of  a  march 
through  the  vast  extent  of  wilderness,  which 
you  are  calculating  to  pass.  And  v»  hen  their 
trembling  limbs  shall  fail  to  support  their  fee- 
ble bodies,  and  they  can  no  h)nger  go,  the 
tomahaAvk  and  tlie  scalping  knife  Aviil  be  the 
only  relief  you  will  afford  ihera !  Instead  of 
fdliing  into  a  mother's  arms,  and  receiving  a 
mother's  tender  care,  you  will  ^ield  tlietn  iota 
the  arms  of  death,  and  earth  must  be  t')cir 
pillow,  where  ilm  howling  wilderness  shall  ba 
their  only  sliclter — truly  a  slielter,  f  om  a  moth- 

'*:   tears;    but   not  from  tko  juw^  of    Y>ilJ. 
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beasts,  nor  a  parent's  grief.  And  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you,  added  she,  were  you  possess- 
ed of  a  parent's  love — could  you  feel  the  an- 
guish of  a  mother's  heart,  at  the  loss  of  her 
'*  first  born,"  her  draling  son,  torn  from  her 
bosom,  by  the  wicked  hands  of  savage  men, 
no  entreaties  would  be  required  to  obtain  the 
release  of  my  dear  child ! 

Horton  replied  that  the  Indians  were  an  un- 
governable race,  and  would  not  be  persuaded 
to  give  up  any  thing  they  should  see  fit  to 
take. 

You  are  their  commander,  continued  she,  and 
they  must  and  will  obey  you.  The  curse  will 
fall  upon  you,  for  wliatever  crime  they  may  com- 
mit, and  all  the  innocent  blood  they  shall  here 
shed,  will  be  found  in  your  skirts  ''  when  the 
secrets  of  men's  hearts  shall  be  made  known  ;'^ 
and  it  will  then  cry  for  vengeance  on  your 
head ! 

Melted  into  tears  at  this  generous  display  of 
maternal  affection,  the  infamous  destroyer  felt 
a  relenting;  in  his  bosom,  bowed  his  head  un- 
€ler  the  weight  of  this  powerful  eloquence  and 
simple  boldness  of  the  briive  heroij;ie :  and 
assured  her  that  he  would  deliver  her  child  up, 
when  the  Indians  arrived  with  him.  Tlie  par- 
ty who  took  him  had  not  yet  returned.  When 
he  arrived,  Hortoti,  v/ith  much  difficulty,  pre- 
vailed on  the  Intlians  to  deliver  him  up.  After 
slie  had  gained  possession  of  him,  slie  set  out, 
leading;  liim  and  her  little  girl,  by  the  hand. 
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and  liasteiieil  away  with  speed,  while  the  min- 
gled sensations  of  fear,  joy  and  gratitude,  fill- 
ed her  bosom.  She  had  not  gone  more  than 
ten  rods,  when  Horton  followed,  and  told  her 
to  go  ha,ch,  aiid  stay  till  the  scouting  parties 
had  returned,  lest  they  should  again  take  her 
boy  from  her.  She  accordingly  returned  and 
tarried  wi^h  the  Indians  till  they  all  arrived 
and  stf\rted  for  Canada.  While  she  was  there, 
several  of  her  neigldjor^^  children,  about  the 
same  age  of  iier  gwo,  were  brought  there  as 
capiives.  Possessing  benevob^nce  equal  to  her 
courage,  she  now  made  suit  fur  them,  and,  by 
her  warm  and  affectionate  entreaties,  succeed- 
ed in  procu^'iiig  their  release.  While  she 
waited  for  their  departure,  sitting  upon  a  pi!e 
cf  boards,  with  tbe  little  objects  r.f  charity  a- 
round  her,  holding  fast  to  her  clothes,  with 
their  cheeks  v.  et  with  tears,  an  old  Indian  came 
nid  took  her  son  by  the  hand  and  endeavored 
to  get  Jiim  away.  She  refused  to  let  I;im  <^i>, 
and  held  him  fast  by  the  otlier  lictiid,  till  ihe 
savage  monster,  violently  waved  his  cutlass 
over  her  head,  and  iha  piercing  shrieks  of  her 
beloved  child  filled  the  air.  This  e-^ci- 
ted  the  rage  cf  the  barbarous  crew,  so  much 
as  to  endanger  her  own,  and  the  life  i/f  the 
children  around  her,  and  compelled  Jv  r  to 
yield  him  into  his  hands.  She  aii;:ain  ma  .is 
know  n  Jier  grievances  to  Horton,  when,  itfter 
cinisiderable  altercation  with  tlie  Indians,  he 
obtained  Iier  son  and  delivered  him  to  Wr  a 
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second  time ;  though  he  might  be  said  to  "  fear 
not  Godj  nor  regard  man/^  Thus,  like  the 
importunate  ^vidow  who  "  troubled  the  uujust 
judge/'^  this  young  woman*  obtained  the  re-' 
lease  of  nine  small  boy's  from  a  wretched  cap- 
tivity^ which  doubtless  would  have  proved 
their  dea^.h !  She  led  eight  of  them  away,  to- 
getlier  with  her  daughter,  all  hanging  to  her 
ov/n  clothes,  and  to  each  other,  mutually  re- 
joicing at  their  deliverance.  The  other,  whose 
name  was  Andrew  Purkee,  whom  the  Indians 
had  carried  to  the  house  cf  Mr.  Havens,  ^'s  as 
there  released  according  to  the  agreement  of 
Horton  with  Mrs.  Kendee,  and  sent  back,  on 
account  of  his  lameness. 

'l^€iM%  told  that  the  great  bone  in  his  leg  had 
been  takrii  out,  in  consequence  of  a  fever  sore, 
an  old  Indian  examined  it,  and  cried  out  "no 
loon  f  •h'^o  go  /''  and  giving  him  a  blanket  and 
a  liatcLet,  sent  him  back. 

Mrs.  Hendee  carried  two  of  the  children  a- 
CT0'^«5  the  river  on  her  back,  one  at  a  tirae,  and 
t}ie  others  waded  throudi  the  water,  with  their 
arms  rrourid  each  other's  neck.  After  cross- 
ing lis  ri^er,  she  traveled  about  three 
mile>:  ^^  ilh  Oiem,  and  encamped  for  the  night, 
"  galbevhig  tliem  around  her  as  a  hen  gather- 
eth  her  chickens  under  lier  wings.''.  The 
names  of  the  cisildren  who  were  indebted  to 
her  for  their  release  from  the  savage  tube, 

*Mrs.  lier.'Iee    was  at  this  'iiae  aj^ed  27  years 
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were  Micliael  Heiidee^  Roswell  Parklmrst, 
son  of  Capt.  Ebeiiezer  Parklmrst,  Andrew 
and  Sheldon  Durkce,  Joseph  llix,  llufus  and 

Fish,    Nathaniel  Evans,  and  Daniel 

Downer.  The  latter  received  such  an  aftright 
from  the  horrid  crew,  that  he  was  ever  after- 
-wards  unable  to  take  care  of  himself,  wholly 
unfit  for  business  :  and  lived  for  many  years, 
wandering  from  place  to  place,  a  solemn,  tho^ 
silent  Avitness  of  the  distress  and  horror  of 
that  dreadful  scene. 

Mrs.  Hendee,  now  (1818)  lives  in  Sharon, 
where  the  author  visited  her,  and  received  the 
foregoing  statement  of  this  noble  exploit  from 
her  own  mouth.  It  is  also  corroborated  by  sev- 
eral gentlemen  now  living,  who  were  eye- 
witnesses. 

^  She  has  buried  her  first,  and  second  hus- 
band; and  now  lives  a  widow,  by  the  name  of 
Moshier.  Her  days  are  almost  gone.  May 
her  declining  years  be  crowned  Vvith  the  re- 
ward due  to  her  youthfdl  deeds  cf  benevo- 
lence. She  has  faced  the  most  awful  dangers 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  rescued  many 
from  the  jaws  of  death ! 

In  view  of  the  exceeding  riches  of  that 
mercy  ^vhich  has  protected  her  through  such 
scenes  of  danger,  may  she  devote  lier  life  to 
the  service  cf  the  Mighty  God,  and,  at  last, 
find  a  happy  seat  at  the  riglit  hand  of  Him, 
^^  vho  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all.'^  And 
thus  let  the  children,  who  are  indebted  to  her 
D 
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bravery  and  benevolence,  for  their  lives,  ^^rise 
up  and  call  her  blessedc^^  Gratitude  forbids 
their  silence.  For,  to  maternal  affection  and 
female  heroism  alone,  under  God,  they  owe 
their  deliverance  from  savage  cruelty.  The 
boldest  hero  of  the  otJier  sex,  could  never 
have    effected  v/hat  she  accomT)jished.      His 

i. 

approach  to  the  savage  tribe  to  intercede  in 
behalf  of  thosf^  defenceless  children,  most 
surely  Vvould  have  bronght  upon  himself 
a  long  and  wretched  captivity,  and  perhaps 
even  death  itself! 

The  Indians  having  accamplished  their  ne- 
farious designs,  returned  to  the  house  cf  Mr. 
Havens.  r»  ith  their  prisoners,  and  the  plun- 
der of  houses  vvhich  they  had  devoted  to  de- 
struction, Heie  was  the  place  where  they  had 
commenced  their  ravijges.  The  old  man,  as 
before  observed,  having  concefded  himself  un- 
der a  log,  i\t  the  time  he  espied  the  Indians  in 
the  morning,  while  liuntiDg  for  his  sheep,  s^iil 
remained  iii  sorrowful  silence  undiscovered. — 
Me  had  considered  it  unsiife  to  move,  as  a  party 
of  the  crew  had  continued  there  during  the 
day,  and  had  twice  come  and  stood  upon  the 
log,  under  which  he  lay,  without  iindir.g  liim. 

After  collecting  their  plunder  together,  and 
distributing  it  among  them,-  they  burnt  tlie 
house  and  barn  of  Mr.  Havens,  and  started 
for  Canjicki.  It  was  nov/  §bout  two  oVh^ckin 
the  afcernoon.      They  carried  off    tv>cnty-gix 
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prisoners  from  Royaltoii^  who  were  all  deliv- 
ei*ed  lip  to  the  Brilislu  as  prisoners  of  war. 

They  all  ohtaiiiecl  their  release  and  returaed 
in  about  one  year^  excepting  Adan  Durkee^ 
who  died  in  camp  at  Montreal. 

Twenty  one  dwelling  houses,  and  sixteen 
good  new  barns^  well  filled  with  hay  and  grain^ 
tliG,  hard  earnings  of  industrious  young  farmers^ 
were  here  laid  in  ashes,  by  the  impious  crew. 
They  killed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  head 
of  neat  cattle^  and  all  the  sheep  and  swine  tliey 
found.  Hogs,  in  their  pens,  and  cattle  tied 
in  their  stalls,  were  burnt  alive.  They  des~ 
troyed  all  the  household  fiirniture,  except  what 
they  carried  with  them.  They  burnt  the  house 
of  Mr.  John  Hutchinson,  and  giving  his  wife 
a  hatchet,  and  a  flint,  together  v/ith  a  quarter 
of  mutton,  told  her  to  '^  go  and  cook  for  her 
men.''  This,  they  said  to  aggravate  her  feel- 
ings, and  remind  her  of  her  forlorn  condition^ 

Women  and  children  were  left  entirely 
destitute  of  food,  and  every  kind  of  article 
necessary  for  the  comforts  of  life ;  almost  na- 
ked, and  without  a  shelter.  Wandering  froai 
place  to  place,  they  belt  eld  their  cattle  rolling 
in  their  blood,  groaning  in  the  agonies  of 
death ;  and  saw  their  houses  laid  in  ruins. — 
Disconsolate  mothers  and  weeping  orphans, 
were  left  to  wander  through  the  dreadful  waste, 
and  lament  ilie.  loss  of  their  nearest  friends, 
f  on  f  jrtless  and  forlorn. 

The  Indians  took  away  about  thirty?  Jiorses, 
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which  were  however  of  little  use  to  them,  hut. 
rather  served  to  hinder  their  progress.  Their 
baggage  was  composed  of  almost  every  article 
©ommonly  found  among  farmers  ;  such  as  axes, 
and  hoes,  pots,  kettles,  shovels  and  tongs, 
sickles,  scythes,  and  chains  ;  old  side  saddles, 
and  bed-ticks  emptied  of  their  feathers,  warm- 
ing pans,  plates  and  looking-glasses,  and  in- 
deed nearly  all  kinds  of  articles,  necessary 
for  the  various  avocations  of  life. 

On  their  return,  they  crossed  the  hills,  in 
Tunbridge,  lying  west  of  first  branch,  and 
proceeded  to  Ilandolph,  where  they  encamp- 
ed for  the  first  night,  near  the  second  branch, 
a  distance  of  about  ten  miles.  They  had, 
however,  previously  dispatched  old  Mr.  Knee- 
land,  a  prisoner  whom  they  considered  would 
be  of  the  least  service  to  them,  with  letters 
to  the  militia,  stating  that,  '^  if  they  were  not 
followed,  the  prisoners  should  be  used  well — 
but  should  they  ])e  pursued,  every  one  of  them 
would  be  put  to  death.'' 

The  alarm  had  by  this  time  spread  thro'  the 
adjacent  towns,  and  the  scattering,  undisciplin- 
ed militia,  shouldered  their  muskets,  and  has- 
tened to  pursue  them.  They  collected  at  the 
liouse  of  Mr.  Evans  in  Ilandolph,  about  two 
miles  south  of  the  encampment  of  tlie  Indians, 
Here  they  formed  a  company,  consisting  of  a- 
bout  three  hundred  in  number,  and  made 
choice  cf  Col.  John  House,  of  Hanover,  N. 
H,  for  their    commander.       They    supposed 


.ROYALTOK.  4i 

the  Indians  had  gone  to  Brookiield,  about  tea 
miles  ffom  that  place,  up  the  second  branch. 
With  this  expectation  they  took  up  their  mavch 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  hoping  they 
should  be  able  to  reach  Brookiield,  before  light, 
and  make  them  prisoners.  They  had  -scarce- 
ly started,  when  the  American  front  guard/ 
to  their  utter  surprise,  were  fired  upon  by  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy.  Several  fires  were 
exchanged,  and  one  of  the  Americans 
wounded,  when  Gol.  H^ ,  through  coward- 
ice, or  want  of  skill,  commanded  them  to  halt, 
and  cease  firing.  He  then  ordered  them  to 
make  a  stand,  alid  kept  them  in  suspense  till 
the  Indians  had  made  their  escape^  To  has- 
ten  their  flight,  the  savage  tribe  Avere  compell  • 
ed  to  leave  at  their  encampment  a  considera- 
ble  quantity  of  their  plunder  ;  nearly  all  of  the 
horses,  and  made  good  their  retreat. 

Here  they  killed  two  of  the  prisoners,  by 
the  name  of  Joseph  Kueeland,  and  Giles  Gibbs. 
The  former  was  found  dead,  with  his  scalp  ta- 
ken off,  and  the  latter  with  a  tomahawk  in 
his  head. 

At  day  light.  Col.  H courageously  en- 
tered the  deserted  camp,  and  toQk  possession 
of  the  spoil,  but  alas,  the  enemy  were  gone; 
he  knew  not  where  !  Urged  by  his  brave  sol- 
diers, who  w  ere  disgusted  at  his  conduct,  he 
proceeded  up  the  second  branch  as  fir  as 
Brookfield  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  not 
nnding  them,  disbanded  his  men  and  returned. 
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Had  Col.  H possessed  courage  and  skill 

adequate  to  the  duties  of  his  station,  he  might 
have  defeated  the  enemy,  ii  is  thought,  without 
tlie  least  difficulty,  and  made  them  all  pris- 
oners. His  numher  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  well  armed  with  muskets  and  furnish- 
ed with  ammunition.  The  enemy,  though  fur- 
nished with  muskets,  had  little  ammunition,  and 
were  cumbered  with  the  weight  of  much  guilt, 
and  a  load  of  plunder.  They  had  encamped  upon 
a  spot  of  ground  w^hich  gave  the  Americans  all 
the  advantage,  and  their  only  safety  rested  in 
their  fliglit.  The  American  force  consisted  of 
undisciplined  militia,  who  promiscuously  as- 
sembled from  different  quarters,  but  were  full 
of  courage,  animated  by  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice^ and  determined  to  obtain  redress  for  the 
injuries  they  had  received  from  the  barbarous 
creT/» 

Many  of  them  likewise  had  friends  and 
connexions,  then  in  possession  of  the  Indians, 
Id  obtain  whose  f i'eedom,  they  were  stimulated 
to  action.  But  alas  !  their  determination  failed, 
their  hopes  were  blasted !  They  v/ere  forced 
to  relinquish  the  object,  and  suffer  their  friends 
to  pass  on,  and  endure  a  wretched  captivity. — 
They  however  forced  the  Indians  to  leave  tlie 
stream,  and  take  their  course  over  the  hills, 
between  the  second  and  third  branch,  which 
brought  them  directly,  and  unexpectedly,  to 
the  house  of  Zadock  Steele,  whom  they  mado 
prisoner;  and  took  to  Canada, 
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To  his  ^^gaptivity  aud  sufferings,''  as  rela» 
ted  by  himself,  in  the  following  pages,  the 
reader  is  referred  for  a  farther  account  of  the 
expedition  of  the  Indians,  and  its  dreadful 
consequences. 


INDIAN  CAPTIVE. 


BEFORE   the  mind  of     tlie   itidul-ent: 
reader  is  engaged  in  a  perusal  of   the  silver- 
ings of  my  matarer  years,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  direct  tiie  attention  to  scenes  of  na- 
tivity and  youth. 

The  day  of  my  birth,  and  the  events  which 
transpired  to  bring  upon  me  the  miseries  I 
have  undergone,  will  not  be  uninteresting,  J 
think,  to  those  who  may  feel  disposed  to  read 
the  following  pages. 

As  in  the  evening  of  a  tempestuous  day,, 
with  solemn  yet  pleasing  emotions,  we  look  back 
on  the  dangers  through  which  v/e  have  been 
lireserved;  so,  when  man  has  passed  through 
scenes  of  fatigue;  endured  the  hardships 
of  a  savage  captivity,  as  well  as  the  pains  of 
a  prison,  and  again  obtained  his  freedom;  it 
is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  cause  those  scenes 
to  pass  in  review  before  his  imagination;  and 
cannot  fail  to  excite  his  gratitude  to  the  power 
that  afforded  him  relief. 

I  was  born  at  Tolland,  Connecticut,  on  the 
17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  17^8.  In  1776 
my  father,  James  Steele,  Esq.  moved  from 
Toiland  to  Ellington,  a  town  adjoining,  where 
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he  kept  a  house  of  entertainment  several  years, 
I)uring  the  years  of  my  childhood,  tlie  Amer- 
ican Colonies  were  put  in  commotion^  by  what 
is  generally  termed  the  French  war, 

Tlie  colonies  had  hardly  recovered  from  the 
convulsions  of  that  war^  v/hen  the  American 
revolution  commenced.  My  father  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  former  war^  and 
now  received  a  Lieutenant's  commission^  in 
the  revolntionaiy  army.  The  importance  of 
the  contest^  in  which  the  colonies  were  enga- 
ged, called  upon  every  friend  to  the  rights 
of  raan,  to  be  actively  employed.  Being  in 
my  eighteenth  year,  in  May  1776,  I  enlisted 
into  the  army  for  one  year,  as  waiter  to  my  fath- 
er. Soon  after  I  enlisted,  he  was  visited  with 
a  severe  fit  of  sickness,  which  prevented  him 
from  entering  the  army,  and  compelled  me  to 
go  into  the  ranks,  leaving  him  behind.  My 
two  older  brothers,  Aaron  and  James,  also  en- 
listed the  same  year,  Aaron  died  in  March 
following,  at  Chatham,  Nev/- Jersey,  in  the 
twenty  third  year  of  his  age.  Bereft  cf  a 
brother  whom  I  held  dear,  after  serving  the 
term  cf  my  enlistment,  I  returned  to  Elling- 
ton. 

The  next  year,  I  served  o^e  campaign  in 
the  militia,  and  tbe  year  following  as  a  team- 
ster,  which  closed  my  services  in  the  army. — 
I  was  now  about  nineteen  years  of  age.  I 
bad  betn  favored  with  very"  little  opportunity, 
as  yet,  to  acquire  an  education;  as  the  inf^in 
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tile  state  of  tlic  colonies,  and  tlie  agitation  of 
public  affairs,  at  that  time,  afforded  little  en- 
couragement to  schools,  and  caused  a  univer- 
sal depression  of  literature  in  general. 

I  however  acquired  an  education,  suMv:ient 
to  enable  me  to  transact  the  business  of  af.d-m- 
er,  and  regulate  my  own  concerns,  in  my  in- 
tercourse with  piaukind.  But  long  have  I 
deeply  regretted  tlve  want  of  that  knowledge 
of  letiers,  requisite  to  prepare  for  the  pres«^,  a 
narrative  cf  my  o%vn  suneii^ig:^,  and  thcsa  of 
my  fellow  captives,  which  siioukl  be  read 
witli  interest,  a.id  receive  the  approbation  of 
an  indulsrent  public. 

l^'No  hope  of  pecuniary  gam^  or  wish  to 
bring  myself  into  })ublic  notice,  has  induced 
me  to  publish  a  unrrative  of  my  sufferings. — 
A  desire  that  others,  as  well  as  myself^  mi.^ht 
learn  Avisdom  fiom  the  things  J  have  suffered, 
is  tlie  prihcipiil  cause  of  it-^  publicpiioi.  The 
repeated  instances  of  my  deliverance  fiom 
threatened  death,  -in  which  the  ^-ti?^^^^-  of  God 
\\  as  visible,  call  for  the  deepest  gratitute,  ana 
Imve  made  an  impression  upon  my  mind,  wnich, 
I  trust,  will  remain,  as  long  as  the  powers  ef 
my  recollection  shall  endure.  I  was  sensible  it 
n.ight  also  furnish  a  lesson  of  instruction  to 
my  fellow  men,  and  to  future  generations,  du- 
dt'ly  to  prize '^the  privileges,  and.  blessings, 
liieynKiy  enjoy,  by  observing  the  dreadful  con- 
trast, which  is  brought  to  view  in  this  narrative. 

Desirable,    however,    as  it  might  be,  1  had 
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Hong  since  relinquislied  all  idea  '•  of  ever  seeing 
an  account  of  my  sufferings  in  print.  But  by 
the  earnest  solicitations^  and  friendly,  though 
feeble  assistance  of  others,  J  have  thought  fit 
at  this  late  period  of  my  life^  yet  with 
humble  defference  to  the  good  sense  of  an  en- 
lightened public^  to  give  a  short  narrative  of 
what  I  have  endured^  in  common  w  ith  many  of 
my  fellow  meii^  who  were  my  fellow  prison- 
ers. 

Among  the  evils  resulting  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  Hoyalton,  my  own  captivity  was  far 
from  being  the  least.  That  event  was  the 
precursor  of  all  my  sorrows — the  fountain  from 
'which  sprang  streams  of  wretchednes  and 
want.  Nor  will  the  channel  be  forgotten^ 
though  the  raging  ii^od  cease  to  roll.  As 
small  streams  are  swallowed  up  by  larger  ones^ 
so,  many  seriou*^,  and  sore  trials,  are  doubtless 
lost  in  that  dreadful  current  of  distress,  through 
which  I  was  called  to  pass. 

Th(^  j.ucciition  of  the  reader,  is,  hov/ever, 
requested  to  a  simple  stateme'it  of  facts,  as  they 
occur  to  my  mind,  while  I  relate  the  circum- 
stances of  my  captivity  by  the  Indians ;  the 
treatment  I  received  from  them  ;  my  privations 
w  hile  a  prisoner  to  the  British  ;  m^  wonder- 
ful escape  from  their  hands,  and  extreme 
sufferings  in  the  wilderness  on  uiy  way  liome. 
Truth  will  not  easily  permit,  nor  have  I  a')y 
desire,  to  enlarge  or  exaggerate,  upon  the  ttiin>;!i 
I  suffered.    Guided   by   the  principles  of  jus- 
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lice,  and  wishing  no  ill  to  any  man,  or  set  of 
men^  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  found  disposed  to 
calumniate  or  reproach. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak  of  any  indi- 
vidual or  nation,  with  less  respect  than  is  due 
to  their  true  character  and  conduct. 

I  j^hall,  however,  be  under  the  necessity  of 
noticing  many  cruelties  that  were  inflicted  up- 
on the  prisoners,  by  men,  who  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  civilization,  which  were  suffi- 
cient to  put  the  rudest  savage  to  the  blush. 

But  the  long  lapse  of  time,  and  the  effects 
of  old  age,  have,  no  doubt,  blotted  from  my 
memory,  incidents  which  would  have  been  no 
less,  and  perhaps  more  interesting,  and  instruc- 
tive, than  many  circumstances  which  I  shall 
be  aide  to  recollect.  This,  together  with  the 
inexperience  (if  the  writer,  must  l)e  the  only 
apology  for  the  imperfections  of  the  following 
pages. 

In  A])vil,  I78O,  being  in  my  twenty  second 
year,  I  staited  from  my  father's  house,  in  El- 
lington, leaving  all  m.y  friends  and  relatives, 
and  came  to  Randolpli,  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 
a  town  soutli  of  Brookiield,  a  distance  (>f  near- 
ly tv/o  hundred  miles.  I  theie  puichased  a 
right  of  land,  lying  in  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
on  which  was  a  log-house,  and  a  little  im- 
provement. Suffering  the  privations  and  hard- 
irhips  common  to  those  who  dwell  in  new  coun- 
tries, I  spent  the  summer  in  dilligent  labour, 
subsistifig  upon  rather  coarse  fare,  and  sup- 
L_^^.^  .    . . . E     ..__. _,^_____ ..:._ 
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ported  by  tlie  fond  liopes  of  scon  experiencing 
better  days. 

The  young  man  who  drove  my  team  from 
Connecticut^  with  provisions^  farming  utensils, 
&c.  labored  with  nie  through  the  summe'*^  and 
fall  season^  till  October,  vv  hen  lie  returned  to 
Ellington,  just  in  time  to  escape  the  danger  of 
being  taken  ])y  the  Indians. 

A  small  settlement  had  commenced  in  t]i6 
south-w  esterly  part  of  Randolph,  on  the  third 
branch  of  White  River,  about  six  miles  from 
my  own  settlement.  A  little  settlement  had 
also  commenced  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
same  river,  in  Brookfiekl,  in  the  easterly  part 
of  the  town,  and  at  about  an  equal  distance 
froin  my  abode.  As  tiiere  were  i>a  Randolph 
a  number  of  iamilies  situated  in  di^ierent  parts 
cf  the  tcv/n,  and  our  country  being  engaged 
iii  a  war,  vv  ivlcli  rendered  our  froiiticr  settie- 
liieD.ts  exposed^ to  the  ravages  of  an  exaspera- 
ted foe,  v»  e  bad  taken  the  necessary  precau- 
don  to  cstablisli  alarm  posts,  by  v,'hich  we 
miglit  annoiince  to  eiicU  other  the  approach  of 
rin  enemy, 

Eut  our  Ercokiiidd  brethren,  though  in  a 
toy»'n  adjoir:Iiig,  ii  ere,  beyond  the  hearing  of 
trie  report  of  our  tilarm  guns. 

On  the  I6tli  dvij  cf  October,  we  were  r.])- 
prized  cf  tlie  iirrival  of  t!:e  Indians  at  Royal  • 
ton^  :i  ivAYii  about  ten  miles  south  cf  Randolph. 
Tliey  entered  that  tov.n  on  the  morning  of  the 
iQih    r^-id  were  commiiriuji  ravasjes.    takki;r 
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and  killing  the  inhabitants,  sparing  the  lives 
of  none  whom  they  could  overtake  in  an  at- 
tempt to  escape ;  destroying  property,  burning 
all  tiic  buildings  tliat  they  discovered,  killing 
the  cattle,  pillaging  the  houses,  and  taking 
captives. 

It  was  expected  they  would  follow  up  either 
the  second  or  third  branch,  on  their  return  to 
Canada,  as  these  two  ])ranc]ies  run  to  the 
south,  and  nearly  parallel  to  each  other ;  the 
former  of  whidi  empties  itself  into  the  river  at 
Royalton,  and  the  latter  a  few  miles  west. 

I  was  employed  during  the  16th.  day,  till 
Ker.rly  night,  in  assisting  the  settlers  on  the 
third  branch  in  Handolph,  to  move  their  fam- 
ilies and  eiiects  irxto  the  woods,  such  a  dis- 
tance as  v/as  thought  would  render  them  safe, 
vshould  ihQ  Indians  pursue  that  stream  up,  on 
their  return. 

I  ihen  requested  thai  some  one  of  them 
should  pxccmpany  me  to  go  and  notify  the 
Brookiield  settlers  of  tlieir  danger.  13eii(ig 
unable  to  persuade  any  to  go  with  me,  I  start- 
ed alone.  I  had  only  time  to  arrive  at  my 
awn  dwelling,  v/bich  was  on  my  direct  course, 
befare  I  was  overtaken  by  the  approach  of 
night.  As  tiiere  was  no  road,  and  nothing  but 
marked  trees  to  guide  my  way,  I  tarried  all 
nigiit.  Having  prepared  some  food  for  break 
fast,  I  lay  down  to  sleep,  little  knowing  wliai 
avv  aited  my  waldng  hoars.  At  the  dayrr\  oi 
day,  on  the  morning  of  the  i; tb,  I   set  out  to 
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prosecute  the  object  for  Avlilch  I  started^  though 
ill  a  violent  tempest^  atieiuled  with  snow. 
I  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  the  storm 
greatly  increased,  which  I  found  would 
not  only  mucli  endanger  my  life,  but  so 
retard  my  progress,  that  I  could  not  arrive  in 
time  seasonably  to  w  arn  my  friends  uf  their  dan- 
ger, or  escape  myself  from  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  slioukl  iliey  follow  the  sccand  branch, 
instead  of  the  tldrd.  I  therefore  returned  to 
Miy  house.  Soon  after  I  arrived  within  doors, 
filled  with  anxiety  for  tlie  unsuspecting  inhab- 
itants of  Brookfield,  I  heard  a  shocking  'Cry 
in  the  surrounding  woods  ;  and  trembling  ^'for 
my  own  safety — I  ran  to  the  door,  when,  to 
my  utter  astonishment,  (and  the  reader  may 
judge  my  feelings)  I  beheld  a  company  of  In- 
dians, consisting  of  not  less  than  tliree  hun- 
dred in  number,  not  ten  rods  distant,  ap- 
proaching with  hideous  cries  and  frightful 
yells  ! 

*'  O  how  unlike  the  chorus  of  the  shies." 

There  was  no  way  of  escape.  I  had  only 
to  stand  still,  wait  their  approach,  and  receive 
my  miserable  destiny.  Indeed  I  could  now 
say  with  David,  ^*the  sorrows  of  death  com- 
passed me,  and  the  floods  of  ungodly  men 
made  me  afraid."  I  had  no  where  to  flee  but 
to  the  ''  great  Preserver  of  men,  who  was  my 
only  hiding-place  ;"'  ""  my  goodness,  and  mr 
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fortress;  my  lu^li tower,    and  my  deliverer; 
my  shield,  and  he  in  wliom  I  trnst.'^ 

'^^They  came  upon  me  as  a  wide  breaking  of 
waters  :  in  the  desolation  they  rolled  them- 
selves upon  me.*' 

Their  leader  came  up,  and  told  me  I  must 
go  with  them.  They  asked  me  if  any  other 
persons  were  to  be  found  near  that  place ;  I 
told  them  it  was  probable  tjiere  were  none  to 
be  found.  They  then  enquired  if  any  cat- 
tle were  near,  to  which  I  answered  in  the 
negative.  But  they  seemed  to  choose  rather  to 
take  the  trouble  to  search,  than  to  confide  in 
what  I  told  them. 

After  taking  every  tiling  they  found  worthy  to 
carry  with  them,  and  destroying  all  that  was 
not  likely  to  suffer  injury  by  ilre,  they  set  the 
house  on  fire,  and  marched  on.  Opie  of  them 
took  a  bag  of  grass  seed  upon  his  back,  and 
cutting  a  hole  in  the  bag,  scattered  the  seed 
as  he  marched,  which  took  root,  stocked  the 
gi-ound,  and  was  for  many  years  a  sad  me- 
mento of  my  long  captivity. 

The  chief,  wh.o  came  up  to  me,  could  talk 
Englisii  very  well,  which  was  a  circumstance 
much  in  my  favor,  as  lie  became  my  master^ 
under  which  name  I  shall  have  frequent  occa- 
sion to  speak  of  him  in  the  course  of  this  nar- 
rative. 

Tiiey  took  all  my  clothes,  not  excepting 
the  best  I  had  on,  and  distributed  them  a- 
mongst  themselve-^.     They  however,  furnished 

E  i 
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me  with  blankets  sufficient  to  defend  against 
the  cold^  but  deprived  me  of  my  own  proper- 
ty ;  the  bitter  consequences  of  which,  I  felt  in 
my  subsequent  confinement  with  the  British, 
and  on  my  return  to  resume  my  settlement,  at 
liandolph. 

The  Indians  had  encamped,  the  night  pre- 
ceding, on  the  second  branch  in  Randolph,  on 
which  the  Brookfield  settlers  lived,  and  not 
more  than  ten  miles  ])elow^  them.  But  during 
the  night,  had  been  put  to  route  by  a  party  of 
Americans,  consisting  of  about  t\vo  hundred 
iuid  iifty  in  number,  who  w  ere  commanded  by 
doL  John  House,  of  Hanover,  New-Ham.p- 
xsldre.  To  make  their  escape  they  left  the 
aircarn,  and  took  a  course  which  brought 
them  directly  to  my  dwelling. 

Had  they  not  been  molested,  but  permitted 
to  pursue  tiieir  intended  course  up  fue  stream, 
the  defenceless  iniiabitants  of  Erookfield,  would 
fioubtles  liave  shared  the  miserable  fate  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Royalton ;  themselves  taken 
prisoners,  and  doomed  to  suffer  a  long  and 
wretched  captivity ;  and  their  property  des- 
troyed by  i]ie  devouring  element.  This  pre- 
vention, which,  hovvever,  was  the  cause  of 
my  ca}iti:vity,  the  subject  of  the  following  nar- 
rative, was  probably  the  only  good  that  Col. 

H ^-  effected  ;  and  this  lie  did  unwittingly, 

for  which  he  can  claim  no  thanks. 

Soon  after  we  started  from  my  house,  my 
master,  wlio  was  the  principal  conductor,  and 
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chief  of  tlie  wliole  tribe,  discovered  that  I  had 
a  pair  of  silver  buckler  in  my  shoes,  and  at- 
tempted to  take  them  from  me,  but  by  prom- 
ising to  let  him  have  them  wlien  ^ve  arrived  at 
our  journey's  end,  I  peisiuided  him  to  let  me 
keep  them.  But  we  had  not  travelled  far,  be- 
fore anotiicr  Indian  espied  them,  and  crying 
o  it  "Wah  stoncoLum,'*  ah  thcre^s  silver/  tools. 
them  from  me,  and  famished  me  with  strings 
for  my  shoes,  as  substitutes. 

We  travelled  the  first  day  to  Berlin,  and 
encamped  on  Dog  river,  not  many  miles  from 
tlie  place  where  Montpelier  Village  now 
stands.  They  built  a  lire  of  some'  rods  in 
length,  to  which  opportunity  was  afforded  for 
all  to  approach.  They  then  placed  sentinels 
around,  wliicii  rendered  it  impossible  for  any 
oi.e  to  move  unnoti<  ed.  But  this  precaution 
Vv  as  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  minds,  to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  their  captive  prisoners. — 
Therefore^  to  render  oar  escape  less  easy  to  be 
efi'ected,  as  we  lay  dov/n  upon  the  ground, 
they  tied  a  rope  around  our  bodies,  and  ex- 
tending it  each  way,  the  Indians  laid  upon  it 
on  our  right,  and  on  our  left,  not  suffering  any 
two  prisoners  to  lie  next  each  other.  I  eould, 
however,  crawl  so  fir  out  of  the  rope  as  to  be 
able  to  sit  upright,  but  always  found  some  of 
the  Indians  sitting  up,  eitlier  to  prepare  their 
clothing  for  the  following  day's  march,  or  in- 
teutionally  to   set  as  additional  guards,  aud  I 
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never  found  tlie  favored  moment  wlien  all  were 
at  rest. 

As  tliey  had  told  me  before  we  encamped, 
that  if  they  were  overtaken  by  the  iVmericans, 
they  should  kill  every  prisoner,  I  felt  the 
more  anxious  to  make  my  escape  ;  and  they 
seemed,  in  view  of  their  danger,  more  de- 
sirous to  keep  us  within  reach  of  the  toma- 
hawk, and  secure  us  against  a  flight,  in  casa 
the  Americans  should  approach.  I  watched 
Vvith  trembling  fear  and  anxious  expectation 
during  the  niglit  we  lay  at  Berlin,  seeking  an 
opportui^ity  to  escape,  which  I  found  utterly 
impossible,  and  looking  every  moment  for  the 
arrivpJ  of  a  company  of  Americans,  whose 
approach  I  was  assured  would  be  attended 
with  death  to  every  prisoner. 

They  compelled  many  of  the  prisoners  to 
carry  their  packs,  enormous  in  size,  and  ex- 
tremely heavy,  as  they  were  filled  with  the 
plunder  of  pillaged  houses,  and  every  thing 
v/hicli  attracted  their  curiosity,  or  desire  to 
possess.  Looking  glasses,  which  by  the  inten- 
tion or  carelessness  of  tlie  prisoners  became 
broken  in  a  short  time,  pots,  spiders,  frying 
pans,  and  old  side  saddles,  which  were  sold 
on  their  arrival  at  St.  Johns  for  one  dollar, 
composed  a  part  of  their  invaluable  baggage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  they  Srst  order- 
ed me  to  eat  my  breakf.ist,  urging  me  to  eat 
as  much  as  I  wanted,  while,  on  account  of  the 
loss   of  their  provisions  at  llandolph,    they 
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iiad  scarce  half  an  allowance  for  themselve^s. 
I  knew  not  whether  to  auribnte  this  conduct 
to  their  feelings  of  charity  and  i^enerosity,  a 
desire  to  secure  my  fiiendshipj  or  a  wish  to 
preserve  my  life  under  a  prospect  of  procur- 
ing gain,  or  to  some  otlier  cause. 

Indeed  they  seemed  at  all  times  to  be  wil- 
ling to  ^^  feed  the  hungry/^  not  even  seeing 
one  of  the  prisoners  leisurly  to  pick  a  berry 
by  the  way,  as  tliey  passed  along^  without  of- 
fering; them  food  5  considering  this  as  a  token 
of  our  hunger. 

Their  food,  however,  was  very  unsavory, 
insomuch  that  notiiing  but  extreme  hunger 
would  have  induced  me  to  eat  of  it,  though  I 
always  had  a  share  of  their  best. 

Habituated  to  a  partial  covering  themselves, 
and  excited  by  curiosity,  they  took  from  me 
all  my  best  clothes,  and  gave  me  blankets  in 
exchange.  Tiiey  cfien  travelled  with  the  ut- 
most celerity  in  their  power,  to  try  my  activi- 
ty, viewing  me  with  looks  of  complaicency, 
to  find  me  able  to  keep  pace  with  them. 

We  this  day  passed  down  Dog  lliver,  till 
we  came  to  Onion  lliver,  into  which  the  for- 
mer empties  itself,  and  then  kept  the  course  of 
the  latter  during  the  day,  steering  nearly  a 
north-west  direction.  At  night  we  came  to  a 
very  steep  mountain,  which  was  extremely 
difficult  of  access,  not  far  from  the  place, 
novv  called  Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Chitten- 
den,    Upon  the  top  of  tbis   mountain   the  lu- 

/\^is%. ..    _. 
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tliaii^^  on  tlieir  way  to  Koyaliony  bad  secre- 
ted a  iuimber  of  bags  of"  fine  iioni>  wbicb 
they  broiigbt  witli  them  from  Canada,  and 
now  regained.  Tbis  greatly  replenished  their 
stores,  and  afforded  a  full  supply  of  wbole- 
sonie  bread.  The  manner  of  making  tlieir 
bread  is  curious,  and  exbibiis  iiseiul  instruc- 
tion, to  tbose  who  may  be  called  to  make  their 
bread  in  tbe  wildernes,  without  enjoying  the 
privilege  of  heusebold  furniture. 

They  took  their  dough,  wound  it  around  a 
stick  in  the  form  of  a  screw,  stuck  it  into 
the  ground  by  the  fire,  and  thus  baked 
their  bread,  without  receiving  injury  by  ths 
smoke,  or  rendering  it  more  liithy  than  it  came 
from  their  hands. 

Their  fear  that  they  should  be  overtaken  hj 
the  Americans  had,  by  this  time,  gi'eatly  abat- 
ed, and  this  was  considered  by  the  prisoners 
grounds  for  less  apprehension  of  the  danger  of 
being  put  to  death  by  ihe  Indians.  Till  ncv/, 
however,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  language 
to  express,  nor  can  imagination  paint  the  feel- 
ings of  my  heart,  when,  torn  from  my  friends, 
and  all  I  held  dear  on  earth,  compelled  to 
Toam  the  wilderness  to  unknown  parts,  ob- 
liged to  ford  rivers  and  then  lie  down  at  night 
upon  the  cold  ground  with  scarcely  a  dry 
thread  in  my  clothes  ;  having  a  rope  fasteni'd 
around  my  body ;  surrounded  by  a  tribe  of 
savage  Indians,  from  whose  very  friendship  I 
could  expect    nothing  but  wretchedness  an' 
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titiserv  :  and  ^vhosc  brutal  ra^e  would  be  sure 
to  prove  mj  deatli ! 

^or  wns  this  raii;e  only  liable  to  be  excited 
by  a  sen^e  of  real  danger ;  but  from  conscious 
i;uilt,  equally  liable  to  be  put  in  .orce^  by  the 
most  slight^  false,  and  trifling  alnrm. 

Tis  a  prime  part  of  happiness  to  know 
How  much  uiihappiness  uinst  prove  our  lot? 
A  part  which  few  possess  ! 

Young. 

On  tlie  fourtli  day,  we  arrived  at  Lake 
Chaniplain,  We  here  found  some  baiteaux. 
in  which  the  Indians  had  conveyed  tliemseivcs 
thither,  on  their  way  to  Royalton.  On  their 
arrival  at  the  Lake,  and  regaining  their  bat- 
teaux,  they  gave  a  shout  of  exultation,  and 
laughter,  manifesting  tiieir  joy  and  triumph. 

'Mj  master,  ^vbo  was  about  to  take  a  diHer- 
ent  route  from  tke  revSt  of  the  tribe,  took  we 
asidrj  and  in  a  di^sendliiig  tone,  told  me, 
v»  ith  great  profe-tlons  of  fiiendship,  ^^  ith  lit- 
tle credit,  liowever,  that  I  had  better  take  oiT 
my  coat,  and  let  him  have  it,  for  which  he 
would  give  me  a  Lbnket  in  excliange,  assur- 
ing me  that  the  Indians  wcru Id  take  it  fiom  me 
n  I  did  not  do  it.  Dre:iding  iliQ  ccnsequen- 
cey  of  a  refusd,  mere  than  the  loss  of  the 
€o:.  .,  I  let  him  have  it,  and  received  a  blank- 
''•'  in  retur]!.  We  crossed  over  and  e/rcamp- 
i; 'i  Orand  Isle  that  night.     The  next  morn - 

!  :^    -,.,*     ?"    mbaiked  in   our  batteaux,    and 
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safely  landed  at  the  Isle-Aux-Noix  before 
niglit.  Here  the  Indians  found  a  supply  of 
rum,  Avjiich  gave  tliem  an  opportunity  to  make 
market  for  a  part  of  their  plunder,  and  sa- 
tiate their  thirst.  Nor  indeed  was  the  oppor- 
tunity unimproved.  Iritated  by  the  force  of 
intoxication,  they  were  all  in  confusion ;  sav- 
a^^^e  yells,  and  shrill  out-cries,  filled  the  sur- 
rounding atmosphere :  and  death  seemed  to 
stare  every  captive  fall  in  the  face ! 

"  So  sniip:  P}  ilamler,   as  a  frienu  nen(  round 
In  ihe  rich  iclior,  in  tlie  irer.erous  l  o  (1 
<Jf  B;iccIu!S.  purple  £T.d  of   joyous  v*it." 

At  ien£:lh.  LoweveT,  tlieir  senses  becrcVne  drown- 
ed in  the  torrent  of  ine])rietv :  thev  sunk  into 
a  helpless  state,  and  reposed  in  the  arms  of 
insensi])ility.  As  we  had  now  arrived  with- 
in''le  dominions  of  tlie  British.,  and  were  not 
iViW  guarded  by  a  iiumb'cr  of  the  Indians,  who 
\vere  not  under  the  power  of  intoxication,  liut 
^v^  atched  l>y  the  enemy '^  subjects,  resident  at 
that  ]>lace,  we  could  find  no  opportunity  to 
make  our  escape. 

Tlie  next  morning,  which  ^vas  the  sixth 
day  of  cur  march,  we  started  for  St.  Johns, 
Tviul  arrived  there  that  day.  At  this  place 
likewise,  the  Indians  found  a  plenty  of  ardent 
s]"4rits,  by  a  too  free  use  of  which,  they  lie- 
came  more  enraged,  if  possible,  than  before. 

Tlicy  now  began  to  thrcaicu  the  lives  of  all 
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the  captives,  whose  fax:es  were  not  pahited,  as 
the  face  being  painted  was  a  distinguishing 
mark  put  upon  those  wliom  they  designed  not 
to  kill. 

As  I  was  not  painted,  one  cf  the  Indians, 
under  the  influence  of  intoxication,  and  brutal 
rage,  like  many  w  hite  people,  more  sagacious 
than  humane,  came  up  to  me,  and  pointing  a 
gun  directly  at  my  head,  cocked  it,  and  was 
about  to  fire,  when  another  old  Indian,  wlio 
was  my  new  master,  knocked  it  aside,  push- 
ed him  backwards  upon  the  ground,  and  took 
a  bottle  of  rum  and  putting  it  to  his 
mouth,  turned  down  his  throat  a  considerable 
quantity,  left  him  and  went  on. 

The  punishment  seemed  in  no  way  to  dis- 
please the  criminal,  but  wished  he  would  con- 
tinue to  punish  him  through  the  day,  in  the 
same  manner  ;  regarding  tiie  moBientary  grat- 
ification of  appetite,  more  than  all  other  bless- 
ings of  life,  or  even  life  itself. 

They  now  procured  some  paint,  and  paint- 
ed my  f  ice,  which  greatly  appeased  the  rage 
of  those,  who,  before  had  been  app^renJly 
determined  to  take  my  life.  I  now  recci .  ed 
their  marks  cf  friendsrip,  nor  fcdt  myfccl^  in  dmi- 
ger  of  becoming  the  subject  of  their  fa uvlcrimi'y. 
Clothed  with  an  Indian  blanket,  wit^i  my 
hands  and  my  face  painted,  and  pcf  ^essiiv- 
activity  equal  to  any  cf  them,  they  appeared 
to  he  willing  I  sliould  live  with  them,  and  be 
accounted  as  one  of  ther  number. 
F 
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We  arrived  at  Caglinewaga  on  the  seventll 
day  of  our  march.  Thus,  I  found  myself 
within  the  space  of  seven  days,  removed  from 
my  home,  and  from  all  my  relatives,  the  dis- 
tance of  about  three  hundred  miles ;  almost 
destitute  of  clothing ;  entirely  without  money ; 
with  no  other  associates^  than  a  race  of  savage 
Indians,  whose  language  I  could  not  under- 
stand, whose*  diet  was  unsavory,  and  un- 
wholesome ;  whose  ''  tender  mercies  are  cru- 
el ;"  barbarism  their  civility  ;  no  pardon  to  an 
enemy,  their  established  creed  ;  and  present- 
ed with  no  other  prospect  for  the  future,  than 
a  captivity  for  lif^  ;  a  final  separation  from  all 
earthly  friends,  and  situated  in  an  enemy's 
country ! 

In  short,  striped  of  eve^^y  comfort  tliat 
sweetens  life,  except  the  "  one  tiling  needful,'^ 
"  which  the  world  can  neither  give,  nor  tak^ 
away,''  my  temporal  prospects  were  bariished, 
and  lost  forever.  No  earthly  friends  to  ad- 
mi  luster  consolation,  or  with  whom  to  sympa- 
thize, licr  hope  of  escape  to  feed  upon;  tridyj 
humble  sal>missien  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  and 
an  entire  "'^  trust  in  the  Lord,"  was  tiie  only 
balm  aS:brded  me. 

A  i-v>u?  prf  p?.r'{^  f.M-  such  a  sla.<e  >\^  llii«, 
is  heir,  expectant,  to  imni-rtal  b!i<s. 

Some  days  after  we  arrived  at  Caghnewaga;, 
an  o'd  man  liy  the   name    of    Philips,  vhoi^e 
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silver  locks  bespoke  the  experience  of  many 
winters ;  whose  visage  indicated  the  trials, 
sorrows,  and  afflictions,  of  a  long  and  wretch- 
ed captivity;  whose  wrinkled  face,  and  with- 
ered hands,  witnessed  the  sufferings  of  many 
hardships,  and  presented  to  me  a  solemn  and 
awful  token,  of  what  I  myself  might  expect 
to  suffer ;  came  and  told  me  that  I  was  about 
to  be  adopted  into  one  of  the  Indian  families, 
to  fill  the  place  of  one  whom  they  had  lost  on 
their  expedition  to  RoyaltoUp 

Mr.  Philips  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  wes- 
tern part  of  the  State  of  New -York,  by  the 
Indians,  in  his  youthful  days ,  and  having  been 
adopted  into  one  cf  their  families,  had  always 
lived  with  them.  He  had  retained  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  English  language,  and  served  as 
an  interpreter  f  jr  the  tribe. 

The  ceremony  of  my  own  adoption,  as  well 
as  that  of  many  other  of  the  prisoners^  afford- 
ed no  small  degree  of  diversion.  The  scene 
presented  to  vie'^v  a  spectacle  of  an  assemblage 
cf  barbarism,  assuming  the  appearance  of  ci- 
vilization. 

All  the  Indians,  both  male  and  female,  to- 
gether with  the  prisoners,  asserrbled,  and  form- 
ed a  circle,  within  which,  one  cf  their  chiefs, 
standing  upon  a  stage,  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose, harrauTued  the  aijdieuce  iu  the  Indian 
to  ague.  AithiJiigh  1  could  not  understand  his 
:  -igdvage,  yet  I  could  plainly  discover  a  great 
Miaie  of  native  elo^jaeiice.     His  speech  was  of 
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considerable  lengih^  and  its  effect  obviousiy 
manifested  v/eigbt  of  argument,  solemnity  of 
thougbt,  and  at  least  biiman  sensibility.  I 
was  placed  near  by  liis  side,  and  had  a  far 
view  of  the  whole  circle.  After  he  had  ended 
his  speech,  an  old  squaw,  came  and  took  me 
h\  the  hand,  and  led  me  to  her  wigwam, 
where  she  dressed  me  in  a  red  coat,  with  a 
ruffle  in  my  bosom,  and  ordered  me  to  call 
her  mother.  She  could  speak  English  toller- 
ably  well,  but  was  very  poor,  and  therefore 
unable  to  furnish  me  with  very  sumptuous 
fare.  My  food  was  rather  beneath  a  savage 
mediocrity,  though,  no  doubt  my  new  mother 
endeavored  as  far  as  lay  in  her  powej  to  en- 
dear the  affections  cf  her  newly  adopted,  yet 
ill-natured  son. 

I  found  the  appellation  cf  mother^  ^lig^b' 
pleased  the  tawny  jade,  wiiich  proportionably 
increased  my  disgust,  already  intollerable, 
and  instead  of  producing  contentment  of  mind, 
added  disquietude  to  affliction  and  sorrow. 

As  I  v/as  blest  with  an  excellent  voice  for 
singing,  I  was  the  more  beloved  by,  and  on 
that  account  received  much  better  treatment 
from  my  new  mother,  as  well  as  fi-om  other 
Indians. 

I  was  allowed  the  privilege  of  visiting  a»y 
part  of  the  village,  in  the  day  time,  and  was 
received  \\iili  marks  of  fraternal  affection,  and 
treated  with  all  the  civility  an  Indian  is  capa- 
ble to  bestow. 
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A  i^visoner  by  tlie  name  of  Belknap^  was 
set  al)out  hewing  some  poles  for  a  stable  fioor, 
while  his  ladian  master  held  them  for  him. — 
As  he  hewed,  the  Indian,  sitting  upon  the 
pole,  suiFered  it  gradually  to  turn  over,  thougli 
unperceived  by  him,  which  occasioned  the 
workman,  who  saw  its  operation,  laughing  in 
his  sleeves,  to  hew  quite  round  the  stick,  in 
hewing  fi-om  end  to  end,  Thinking  tiiat  Bel- 
knap knew  no  better,  the  Indian  endeavored 
to  instruct  him.  After  trying  several  poles, 
with  tiie  same  success,  the  Indian,  filled  with 
impatience  for  this  untractable  pupil,  with 
his  eyes  on  fire,  left  him,  and  called  his  inter- 
preter, to  make  his  wishes  more  distinctly 
kriown;  to  whom  Belknap  declared  that  he 
did  well  understand  the  wishes  of  the  Indian, 
and  was  determined  to  avoid  doing  Ids  will. 

After  remaining  in  this  condition  a  few 
weeks,  finding  the  prisoners  very  iucorrlgihl^^ 
and  wishing  for  the  reward  they  miglit  obtai  ^ 
for  them,  information  was  given  the  prisoners^ 
that  they  miglit  be  delivered  over  to  the  Brit- 
ish at  JMontreal  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  contin- 
ue with  the  Indians,  as  they  should  choose. 

We  sought  the  advice  of  an  English  gen- 
tleman, by  tlie  name  of  Stacy,  resident  in  the 
Tillage  of  Caghnewaga,  who  had  married  a 
scjiwaw  for  his  \^  ife,  and  was  extensively  ac- 
quainted, not  ouly  with  the  ajGTairs  (;f  the  In- 
diaus,  but  with  the  citizens  of  Montreal.  He 
p^ppeared  to  be  a  man  of  integrity  and  veraci- 


66  iNDIA:^^ 

iy ;  was   employed  in  merchandise^    and  also 
served  as  one  of  tlieir  interpreters. 

I  was  advised  by  Mr.  Stacy  to  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  British.  He  said  I 
might  doubtless  obtain  leave  to  dwell  in  some 
family  of  a  private  gentleman^  until  I  should 
be  exchanged. 

Encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  enjoying  the 
company  of  civilized  people,  and  flattered 
w  1th  the  idea  of  being  soon  exchanged,  and 
thereby  enabled  to  return,  once  more  to  see 
my  fdends  in  Cmriiectisut,  I  made  choice  to 
be  given  up  to  tiie  British.  All  tlie  captives 
did  iikev/ise. 

We  were  all  conducted  to  Montreal  by  the 
Indians,    in    i\m   latter   part    of    November, 
A.  D.  1780~and  there  -  sold  for  a  half  Joe,^^ 
each.     Most  of  the  captives  were  young,  and 
>j8markably  robust,  healthy  and  vigorous.      I 
V    as  now    almost  twenty   two  years  of  ase. — 
,  To  be  compelled  to  spend  the  vigour  of  my 
,  days  in  useless  confinement,  was  a    source    of 
grief,  and  pain,    to  my    mind.      But  I  could 
see  no  way  of  escape.     The  wisdom  of  Grod,  I 
found  to  be  unsearchable  indeed.     I  felt,  how- 
ever a  good  degree  of  submission  to  the  Prov- 
idence of  the  Most  High,  and    a   willingness 
to    "  accept  of  the  punishment  of   mine  ini- 
i[uities.'' 

Vie  found  at  idq  city  of  Montreal,  about 
170  prisoners,  some  of  whom  were  made  cap- 
tives by  the  Indians  in  difierent  parts  of  Anier- 


CAPTIVE.  67 

ica^  and  others  liad  been  taken  prisoners  of 
war  in  forts^  by  capitiilaticnij  and  by  concjuest. 
Here  we  could  see  women  and  children^  who 
had  fallen  the  victims  of  savage  captivity,  weep- 
ing and  mourning  their  fate,  whose  tears 
trickling  down  their  cheeks,  bespoke  the  lan- 
guage of  their  hearts  !  It  was  enough  to  melt 
the  heart  of  stone,  with  grief,  to  behold  the 
bosom  of  tlie  ^^poor  widows''  heaving  with 
sighs,  and  to  hear  their  groans  !  While  the 
companions  of  their  youth,  their  bosom  friends, 
and  partners  in  life,  were  no  more;  hav- 
ing spilt  their  blood,  and  laid  down  their 
lives  in  defence  of  tlieir  country,  their  fami- 
lies, and  their  lire- sides. 

Here  I  beheld  the  orphan,  fatherless  and 
motherless,  whose  tender  age  called  for  com- 
passion, and  required  the  kind  protection  of 
an  affectionate  mother ;  whose  infantile  mind, 
rendered  it  incapable  of  telling  his  name,  the 
place  of  his  birth ;  or  giving  any  information 
respecting  himself  or  his  parents. 

This  led  me  to  consider  my  own  sufferings 
comparatively  small ;  and  a  sense  of  mj 
own  wretched  condition,  became  lost  in  the 
feelings  of  compassion,  for  these  unhappy 
widows  and  orphans ! 

We  were  put  into  a  large  building  called 
^'  The  old  rega,l  Church,''  with  the  other  prison- 
ers, in  which  we  were  kept  several  days,  when 
we  were  removed  into  a  large  stone  building 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose^  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
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city,  oupoii  the  shore  of  the  river  St.   Law- 
rence. 

I  often  made  application  for  liberty  to  take 
quarters  in  the  family  of  some  private  gentle- 
man, where  I  might  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a 
common  slave,  until  I  siiould  be  able  to  pro- 
cure a  ransom,  or  be  exchanged ;  urging  the 
manner  of  my  being  taken,  and  my  destitute 
situation  as  arguments  in  my  favor,  having 
been  stripped  of  all  my  property  by  the  In- 
dians^, and  deprived  of  all  my  change  of 
clothes.  But  all  my  efforts  proved  only  a 
witness  to  myself,  and  my  fellow  sufferers,  of 
that  deafness  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  which 
is  always  the  characteristic  of  tyranny  and 
despotism. 

Many  of  the  prisoners,  as  w^ell  Wmyself, 
had  only  one  shirt,  and  were  obliged  to  go 
w  ithout  any,  while  we  washed^hat.  Indo- 
lence a,nd  disregard  for  cleanliness,  prevented 
many  from  doing  this,  which  may  be  reeoned 
among  tiie  many  causes,  that  brought  our  sub- 
sequent evils  upon  us.  We  were  allowed,  or 
rather  said  to  be  allowed,  Mpe  potjpd  of  bi*ead, 
and  one  pound  of  fresh  beef  per/^tlay.  But 
through  the  injustice  and  dishonesty  of  the 
person  who  delt  out  our  allowance,  we  were 
robbed  even  of  a  part  of  this  humble  pittance. 
Had  we  been  able  to  obtain  our  fiilT allowance, 
in  provisions  of  ^ood  quality,  we  should  have 
been  able  to  have  fiu-nishedourselyes  with  oth- 
er necessary  articles  j  but  now  we  wei*e  de- 
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prived  of  the  privilege,  by  the  curtailment  of 
our  rations.  We  ^ve^c  obliged  by  the  calls  of 
hunger  to  pound  up  the  beef  bones,  (which 
composed  no  small  share  of  our  rations  of 
meat)  and  boil  them  for  broth.  We,  had  no 
butter,  cheese,  flour,  nor  any  kind  of  sauce, 
during  the  winter.  We  were  kept  almost  to- 
tally without  fii:e-wood,  having  scarcely  e- 
nough  to  enable  us  to  iipok  our  meat.  Our 
beds  consisted  principally  of  blankets,  which 
they  brought  from  the  hospital,  in  all  their 
filth.  This  was  an  apparent  manifestation  of 
their  disregard  at  least,  for  the  prisoners,  if 
not  a  malevolent  design  to  introduce  that  con- 
tagion, which  should  spread  disease,  desola- 
tion anel  death  throughout  our  camp. 

Pinched  with  hunger,  half  naked,  and 
chilled  with  the  cold,  we  w  ere  forced  to  have 
recourse  to  our  beds,  and  occupy  them  a  great 
partt)f  the  time ;  thougli  they  were  the  habi- 
tations of  filthy  vermin,  tainted  with  the  in- 
fections of  morcal  distempers,  and  scented 
with  the  nausceous  smell  of  the  dying  and  the 
dead. 

The  complicated  collection  of  people  of  differr 
;enfehabits,xomprising  almost  every  kind  of  foul 
and  vicious  character  ;  and  the  combination  of  so 
many  -events,,  either  of  which  should  seem  a- 
lone  sufficient*  to  create  disease,  caused  a 
general,  and  universal  prevalence  of  the  itch. 
Our  close  confinement  was,  to  some  of  the 
prisonei's,  a  source  of  grief ;  to  others,  a  cloak 
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of  indulgence  in  laziness  ;  while  to  all  it  was 
the  motiier  of  disease^  the  harbinger  of  pain. 

We  suffered  so  much  with  hunger,  that  we 
should  have  thankfully  "  fed  upon  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  the  rich  man's  table ;''  and  so 
great  were  our  afflictions,  that  we  should  have 
gladly  caressed  the  "  dog  that  had  come  and 
licked  our  sores.'' 

While  I  v/as  a  captive  with  the  Indians,  I 
was  in  sorrow,  and  "  desired  a  better  coun- 
try." And  I  had  not  experienced  the  "  trial 
of  crael  mockings  and  scourgings- of  bonds  and 
imprisonment,''  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  say 
with  Paul,  "  I  have  learned  in  whatsoever  state 
I  am,  therewith  to  be  content."  When  we 
v/ere  put  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  ''  we 
looked  for  peace,  but  no  good  came ;  and  for 
a  time  of  health,  and  beheld  trouble !"  In- 
deed it  may  justly  be  said  of  them,  ^^they 
turned  the  needy  out  of  the  way— they  caused 
the  naked  to  lodge  without  clothing,  that  they 
ha^  e  no  covering  in  the  cold — they  pluck  the 
f^itherless  from  the  breast,  and  take  ,  a  pledge 
of  tlie  poor,  they  cause  him  to  go  naked  with- 
out clotliing,  and  they  take  away  the  sheef  from 
the  hungry.^  I  plead  that  they  would  "make 
me  as  one  of  tlieir  hired  servants,"  but  they 
would  not. 

In  the  spring,  after  being  "  brought  low, 
through. oppression,  affliction,  and  sorrow,"  we 
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were  supplied  with  salt-pork,  bread,  oat-meal, 
and  pease,  in  abundance.  As  we  had  long  been 
almost  starved,  our  avidity  for  the  food,  which 
was  now  before  us,  may  more  easily  be  im- 
agined than  described.  Let  it  suffice  us  to  say, 
that  none  ate  sparingly,  but  all  greedily.  In- 
deed some  seemed,  not  only  anxious  to  satis- 
fy hunger,  but  determined  to  revenge  for  their 
past  sufferings.  This  sadden  repletion  of  our 
wants,  produced  the  scurvy  among  the  prison- 
ers, which  threatened  death  to  every  one. — 
Reiterated  sighs  and  dying  groans,  now  Ulled 
our  camp. 

s  To  such  an  alarming  degree,  did  this  dread- 
fiil  disease  prevail,  that  many  were  obliged  to 
be  removed  to  the  hospital  f  >r  relief;  distress 
and  anguish  pervaded  the  whole  body  cf  the 
prisoners;  and  the  citizens  cf  Montreal,  a- 
larmed,  perhaps  for  their  own  safety,  seemed 
to  feel  anxious  for  our  relief.  But  justice  re- 
quires I  should  state,  that  we  received,  at  this 
time,  all  tliat  kind  attention,  which  was  due 
to  our  v-;^-etchcd  condition,  and  every  favor  in 
the  power  of  our  keepers  to  bestow ;  while 
the  inhaliitantsj  manifested  a  humane  disposi- 
tion, and  displayed  the  generous  feelings  of 
pity,  and  tender  compassion.  In  short,  con- 
scious tliat  they  in  trutli,  had  all  partially  con- 
tributed to  increase  our  miseries,  they  see  med 
to  feel  a  relenting  for  their  past  misconduct, 
which  excited  them  to  use  their  utmost  exer- 
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tion,  to  exonerate  themselves  from  guilt,  bj 
their  subsequent  good  offices  for  our  relief. 

They  furnished  us  with  green  herbs,  and 
every  thing  which  was  adapted  to  our  disor- 
ders, or  calculated  for  our  comfort,  and  recov- 
ery. By  these  means,  our  health  was  fully 
restored ;  gratitude  and  joy  set  smiling  on  ev- 
ery countenance ;  and  songs  of  deliverance 
dwelt  on  every  tongue.  Pain  now  gave  place 
to  pleasure,  sorrow  tied  as  happiness  ap- 
proached;  murmurs  find  complaints,  which 
had  long  been  the  universal  cry,  now  were 
heard  no  more ;  and  quietude  was  felt  in  ev- 
ery Iweast. 

After  our  recovery  we  were  allowed  the 
privilege  of  a  yard  cf  some  rods  square,  in  ex- 
tent, by  which  we  were  enabled  to  exercise 
for  the  preservation  of  our  health.  But  at 
length,  some  of  the  prisoners  made  their  es- 
cape, which  occasioned  all  the  rest  to  be  put 
into  close  confinement,  and  Ivept  under  lock 
and  key.  We  were  supplied  however,  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  so  far  as  our  close 
confinement  would  permit.  ' 

In  October,  A.  D.  1781,  all  the  prisoners 
were  removed  to  an  Island  in  the  xiver  St. 
Lawrence,  called  "  Prison-Island,'^  about  for- 
ty-five miles  above  the  city  of  Montreal,  and 
opposite  to  a  place  called  Cateau  du  Lac. 

Here  we  were  furnished  with  a  full  supply 
cf  wholesome  food  during  our  confinement  on 
the  Island. 
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iriiis  Island  is  situated  a  little  below  the 
Like  St.  Francis,  Vr  hicli  is  formed  by  a  large 
swell  in  tlie  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  was  con- 
sidered a  very  eligible  place  for  tlie  coniiue.- 
meftt  of  the  prisoners.  Indeed  it  was  thouglit 
impossible  that  any  person,  destitute  of  boats, 
should  be  able  lo  escape  without  being  drown- 
ed, as  the  water  run  with  the  utinost  ve- 
locity, on  each  side  of  the  Island.  We  were, 
therefore,  allowed  the  liberty  of  traversing 
the  whole  Island,  w^hicli  contained  about  twen- 
ty acres. 

Guarded  by  a  company  of  refugees  and  to- 
nes, possessing  as  little  humanity  as  patriot- 
ism ;  and  having  long  been  tJie  miserable  suf- 
ferers of  a  wretched  captivity,  and  painful 
imprisonment,  many  of  the  prisoners  attempt- 
ed to  make  their  escape  by  sAvimming  down 
the  current  the  distance  of  three  miles.  But 
few  succeeded,  while  some  v,  ere  drowned  in 
the  hazardous  attempt.  The  captain  of  the 
guard,  whose  name  was  Mc'Daniel,  was  a 
tory,  and  as  totally  devoid  cf  iiumiiiiity  and 
generosity,  as  the  Arab  who  traverses  the  des- 
arts  of  Africa.  liis  conduct  towards  tlic 
prisoners,  was  such  as  ought  to  stamp  his 
character  with  iiifi.my  and  disgrace.  Cruelty 
to  the  prisoners,  seemed  to  be  Lis  greatest  de- 
light. I  once  saw  one  cf  the  pi  iscrxrs  ph:i?ge 
ii^to  the  river,  in  the -day  time,  and  s-na  Ihi 
down  the  current  the  di8ta4ice  of  three  miles, 
but  was  discovered  by  Mc'Daniel,   eoon  af- 
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ter  he  started,  who  ordered  him  shot  before 
be  shouhl  ever  reach  shore ;  but  a  British 
soldier,  possessing  more  humanity  than  his» 
commander,  v/aded  into  the  river,  and  took 
hold  of  the  trembling  prisoner,  almost  ex- 
hausted, declaring  '^  if  the  prisoner  was  shot, 
he  would  be  likewise.'^ 

The  malignant  disposition  of  Mc'Daniel, 
and  the  invidious  character  of  the  guard,  in- 
duced the  prisoners  to  seek  opportunity,  and 
confront  almost  every  danger,  to  eftect  their 
escape.  But  time  soon  rolled  away,  till  win- 
ter approached,  without  bringing  to  our  view 
that  propitious  moment,  which  could  afford 
the  slightest  hope  of  success  in  the  attempt.— 
On  the  one  hand,  the  eye  of  an  implacable 
foe  was  upon  us,  with  rancour,  malice  and  re- 
venge in  his  bosom,  and  the  implements  of 
destruction  in  his  hand ;  and  on  the  other,  the 
rapid  current  cf  the  stream,  threatened  us 
with  death  if  we  ap]>roached,  while  the  foam- 
ing billows,  roaring  in  a  voice  like  thunder, 
bid  us  beware ! 

Desperate,  indeed,  must  be  the  attempt,  for 
any  one,  knowingly  to  plunge  liimself  into 
the   jaws  of  death,  to  escape  from  trouble. 

At  (lie  approach  of  winter,  the  ice  below 
the  I;4and,  rendered  it  visibly  and  utterly  im- 
possi]>le  to  escape  alive.  We  were,  therefore, 
new  foi-ced  into  submission,  and  had  only  to 
consult  together  upon  those  measures,  wluck 
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should  be  most  likely  to  promote  our  own  hap- 
piness, while  we  waited  the  return  of  spring;. 

In  January,  we  were  ordered  by  JVic'Dan- 
lel  to  shovel  the  snow  for  a  patli^  in  which 
.the  guard  weife  to  travel,  while  on  their   duty. 

Regarding  the  proverb  of  Solomon,  as  wor- 
thy of  our  notice,  that  '^  it  is  an  honour  for  a 
man  to  cease  from  strife,''  we  complied  with 
the  demand ;  thus  sacrificing  our  rights  on  the 
altar  of  peace.  But  now  fiading  by  occular 
demonstration,  the  verity  of  a  like  proverb  of 
the  same  wise  man,  that  ''  every  fool  will  be 
meddling,'^  we  unanimously  agreed  to  diso- 
bey all  similar  orders,  and  every  command 
which  should  be  afterwards  given,  contrary  to 
right.  We  were  not  insnesible  that  the  pris- 
oner, though  unable  to  defend,  was  possessed 
of  certain  inaelianable  rights,  which  we  resolv- 
ed to  assert,  and  refuse  obedience  to  the  ty- 
rant who  should  attempt  to  encroach  upon 
them.  The  time  soon  arrived,  wlien  duty 
called  us  boldly  to  assert  our  rights  ;  and  man- 
ly firmness  forbid  submission. 

We  were  again  commanded  by  Mc'Daniel 
to  shovel  the  snow  to  make  a  path  for  the 
guard  to  travel  in  ;  Avliile  they  themselves  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  wait  our  toil.  Disdain- 
ing to  become  slaves,  we  had  universally  de- 
termined to  reject  their  unauthorised  servitude. 
I  thei-efore  informed  the  infamous  M  c'Daniel, 
what  was  our  unanimous  resolution,  and  told 
him,  I  feared  less  what  he  should  dare   to  do, 
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laviless  reqiiisitioBs  of  a  petty  typant.  En- 
raged at  the  opposition  of  the  prisoners^  to 
his  arbitrary  commands^  and  more  highly  ex- 
asperated agaiust  me  as  the  organ^  he  direct- 
ed nie  to  be  put  in  irons^  and  carried  to  the 
guard-house.  After  uttering  the  most  dread- 
ful threats^  and  horrid  imprecations;,  and\fiiid- 
ing  I  ^Yas  nut  easily  terrified^  nor  readily 
forced  to  abandon  my  rights^  he  eavried  his  or- 
der into  execution^  took  me  to  the  guard-house^ 
put  me  in  irons,  and  kept  me  there  during  the 
"vvhole  day,  till  night,  when  he  cams  and  re- 
peated hi.^  t'lreais,  of  torture  and  death,  in 
case  I  continued  to  refuse  compliance.  Bat 
fitill  finding  me  unmoved  in  my  determination, 
and  that  "  hatred  stireth  up  strifes/^  he  order- 
ed me  to  be  kept  in  irons  till  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  without  food,  and  then  sent  back  to  my 
barrack. 

This  v/as  accordingly  done,  tho^  some 
Dutchmen,  terrified  at  my  fate,  consented  to 
bis  requirements,  and  performed  the  service, 
while  I  was  confined  in  the  guard- house.  In 
consequence  of  our  refusal  to  comply  with  his 
unjust  and  illegal  demands,  the  most  severe 
punishments  and  barba^rous  cruelties  were  in- 
flicted upon  the  prisoners.  ^  , 
''  To  revenge  upon/'  he  said,  **  no  prisonet"*; 
should  be  allowed  to  have  a  dre  another  uiglil> 
while  thev  remained  on  the  I?liud." 
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Accordingly  the  guard  came  iuio  our  bar- 
racks every  nighty  with  large  quantities  oi" 
snow,  and  put  oat  all  the  iircs;,  using  as  much 
caution  not  to  leave  a  spark  unquenclied,  as 
though  the  lives  of  thousands,  and  the  v^ealtli 
of  a  metropolis  were  at  stake,. 

*•  Tho*  seen,  ue  !ai) ^ur  to  believe  i*  true." 

What  malice  is  manifest  in  the  Iweasts  of 
those,  who  labour  with  diligence,  and  toil 
with  pains,  to  increase  the  misery  of  tliose 
who  are  already  wretclied,  and  groaning  in 
sorrow ! 

Here  we  beheld  the  depravity  of  man. — 
Here  we  could  see  the  fulfilment  of  that  pas 
sage  of  Holy  writ,  which  declares,  that  "  be- 
cause sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not  ex- 
ecuted speedily,  tlierefore  the  heart  of  the 
sous  of  man  is  fully  set  in  him  to  do  evil." 

Here  we  could  behold  a  full  display  of  the 
seven  abominations  in  tbe  sight  of  God  ;  "  a 
proud  look  ;  a  lying  tongue,  and  hands  that 
shed  innocent  blood ;  an  iieart  that  deviseth 
wicked  immaginations ;  feet  that  be  swift  iu 
running  to  mischief;  a  false  witness  that 
speaketh  lies,  and  him  that  sovyeth  discord  a 
mon g  ])rcthr en . ' '  * 

Here  we  could  see  monsters  inhuman  shape^ 
feeding  upon  revenge.  For  the  labour  which 
they  unjustly  required  of  us,  was  not   a  tent^ 

rrov.— -6,— 16,  &c. 
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part  of  what  they  performed  every  night  hy 
patting  out  our  tires  to  punisli  iis  far  noncom- 
pliance with  their  tyrannical  demands.  But 
possessing  the  spirit  of  freemen^  v/e  ^^  chose 
rather  to  suiTer  affliction/'  than  to  become  the 
slaves  cf  a  set  of  despicable  refugees  and  to- 
ries^  feeling  assured  that  our  aSiction  v/ould 
aiTord  us  more  consolation  in  the  hour  of  re- 
Section,  thau  could  be  fouud  in  a  servitude 
imposed  upon  us  by  an  infamous  renegado. 

As  our  barracks  were  very  cold,  and  open ; 
and  being  scantily  clothed,  we  suffered  greatly 
for  want  ef  flre,  to  support  which  we  were 
willing  to  get  wood  ourselves.  But  our 
keepers  chose  riithcr  to  suffer  pain  themselves^ 
than  to  pennit  us  to  enjoy  comfort. 

Mc'Bauiel,  however,  was  called  away,  and 
gucceeded  by  one  Mc'Kelpin,  in  command. — 
lie  w  as  also  a  refugee,  the  son  of  a  tory,  and 
had  the  appearance  of  a  raw  boy,  not  mora 
than  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  old,  whose 
very  vissage  portended  evil,  and  bid  the  pris- 
oners prepare  for  trouble. 

His  father,  he  said,  had  received  very  ill 
treatment  from  the  American  aruiy,  and  he 
had  also  shared  with  his  fiither  in  the  abuse, 
for  not  engaging  in  HiQ  rebellion  against  the 
British  government.  As  ^*  the  rod  is  for  the 
back  of  him  that  is  void  of  understanding,'^ 
we  doubted  not  iliQ  truth  of  his  statement,  nov 
felt  disposed  to  question,  but  that  lie  received  ve- 
ry severe  treatment.  And  more  especially,  whea 
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the.  station  in  wliicli  he  was  fonn;!,  v/ns  Ukcn 
into  consideration  ;  for  tlii:^,  together  with  ihQ 
littleness  of  his  rciiid,  v^,nd  the  malignity  of 
his  temper,  will  forever  prove  his  want  of  pat- 
riotism, and  stamp  his  indignant  character 
with  infamy  and  dis^race^  as  long  as  evil  shall 
he  had  in  rememhrarxe. 

Ilis  immature  rege  can  be  no  palliation  of 
his  crimes,  nor  admit  cf  mi:c'*.  liopc  of  his  re- 
formation, by  repentance:  for  like  ail  other 
fools,  "  he  hated  kcov/ledge,  and  was  wise  in 
his  own  conceit.^^  Inhcritins;  from  bis  fath- 
e",  all  tlie  q«ia]ilics  of  a  knave,  and  the  cow- 
ardice of  a  western  Bavage,  who  looks  for  sc- 
enrity  from  danger,  in  liis  own  flight  only,  or 
in  the  strength  of  his  allies,  he  perverted  the 
power  put  iiito  bis  hands  to  do  good,  used  it 
as  a  weapon  of  revenge,  and  an  instrume^it  of 
cruelty.  His  paternal  education,  wa«,  at  the 
best,  toryism,  perfectly  congenial  to  his  natu- 
ral disposition..  In  short,  ^'  he  was  wise  to 
do  evil,  but  to  do  good,  he  had  no  kno^vl- 
edge.'^  His  first  steps  towards  tyranny  and 
oppression  met  no  opposition,  as  we  wished 
to  enjoy  peace,  and  were  willing  to  yield  a 
portion  of  our  rights  to  the  enjoyment  of  so 
invaluable  a  blessing.  But  our  indulgence 
served  only  to  stimulate  him  in  the  course  of 
revengeful  tyranny,  and  he  seemed  tlie  more 
angry,  as  if  ^*  cotds  of  fire  were  heaped  upoii 
his  head.-^ 
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iVIaiiifestiiig  a  desire  to  meet  v/itli  opposi- 
tion^ by  ufeing  every  exertion  to  provoke  to 
rage^  he  ordered  the  prisoners  to  shavel  the 
snow  from  the  door  of  his  own  koiis^.  As  the 
prisoners  discovered  in  him  a  settled  deter- 
mination to  pursue  compliance  with  greater 
And  more  grievous  burdens^  until  he  could 
meet  a  refusal  to  comply,  we  resolved  to  re- 
ject all  farther  encroachments  upon  our  riglits. 
We  therefore  refased  to  obey  his  arbitrary 
commands  any  longer.  As  tliere  v/as  a  fort 
directly  opposite  the  Island,  where  a  company 
i>f  soldiers  were  stationed,  we  feared  the  con- 
sequences of  a  revolt,  and  could  only  refuse 
our  obedience,  without  making  any  actual  re- 
sistance. The  prisoner  to  whom  he  Ptddress- 
€d  himself,  possessed  courage  equal  to  the 
most  trying  scene  ;  aad  choosing  rather  to  suf- 
fer an  honorable  death  in  defence  of  his  riglits, 
than  to  endui^  an  ignominious  life  of  captive 
slavery,  he  met  the  infamous  Mc'Kelpiii 
with  firmness  and  intrepidity,  altho^  he  had 
no  pro-Bpects  of  any  thing  but  to  endure  ex- 
treme torture,  if  not  death  itself.  And  tbis  he 
was  the  more  inclined  to  do,  since  it  was  the 
avow  ed  object  of  the  infamous  villain,  '^  to 
wreak  his  vengeance  upon  the  unhappy  pris- 
oners, for  injuries,''  which  he  said  he  had  fc- 
ceived  from  men,  who  were  entire  strangers 
to  us,  and  in  which  abuse  he  well  knew  we 
took  no  agency,  or  even  had  any  knowledge. 
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When  the  prisoner  refused  complianr e,  Mc'- 
Keipin  came  up  with  a  bayonet,  polnthii;  di- 
rectly at  him,  and  thrust  it  >vitlun  a  few  inch- 
es of  his  breast,  threaiening  to  run  him  through 
the  heart  if  he  did  not  immedi  \tely  comply. — 
Bat  the  prisoner,  conthuiing  firm  in  his  obsti- 
nacy, replied  w  itli  dauntless  courage  and  delib- 
erate coolness,  ''  run  me  througii  if  yon  dare, 
I  fear  you  not."  Enraged  at  this  reply,  Mc'- 
Kelpin  repeated  his  tlu'eats  with  redoubled 
veliemcnce,  and  infuriated  madness,  and  a- 
gain  rushed  at  the  prisoner  with  the  greatest 
violence ;  thus  endeavoring  to  terrify  liiiu  into 
sulimission  to  his  will.  But  the  prisoner,  with 
all  the  appearance  of  a  fall  sense  of  death, 
and  supported  by  the  rectitude  of  his  motives, 
met  Mc'Kelpin  with  manly  firmness,  and  true 
heroism  ;  putting  his  hand  upon  his  breast,  and 
telling  the  iiiipertincnt  fugitive  that  "he  had  re- 
solved to  die,  before  lie  should  yield  obedienc(j 
to  the  arbitrary  commands  of  one  whose  natna 
was  synonymous  with  disgrace,  and  whose  very 
vissage  bespoke  the  corruptions  of  a  heart, 
loaded  with  every  thing  that  is  requisite  to  fit 
a  soul  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  the  re- 
gions of  blackness  and  darkness  forever.''  Af- 
ter repeating  his  threats  and  menaces,  several 
times,  and  eacli  time  receiving  the  most  un- 
qualified denials  from  the  prisoner,  he  proceed- 
ed to  punish  all  such  as  refused  cftmpliancc 
with  his  request.  He  associated  v/ilh  threats^ 
Hii^  most  d!iring  oaths,  and  a^\  f  al  imprecations  5 
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as  if  he  would  endeavor  to  establish  bis  owu 
authority  by  manifesting  to  the  world  his  want 
of  the^^fear  of  God^  and  a  disregard  of  every 
thing  that  is  good. 

Like  many  of  the  present  day,  he  appeared 
to  imagine  that  he  should   be  thought  to  pos- 
sess uncommon  courage^  and  power  unlimited, 
if  he  dared,  openly,  and  without  fear,  to  blas- 
pheme the  name  of  Him,  who  is  the  ruler  of  all 
people,  of  every  language,  tongue  and  nation. 
Finding  all  his  threatenings  in  vain,  and  dis- 
covering that  no  one  would  yield  obedience  to 
his    requirements,    forgetting  or  disregarding 
the  iiijiistice  of  his  claiiii,  and  lost  in  the  tor- 
rent of  anger  and  revenge,  he  came  with  a 
guard  of  soldiers,  possessing  feelings  h\  per- 
fect coincidence  with   his  own,    and   took  the 
defenceless,  yet  dauntless  prisoner,  whom  he 
had  tlireatened  to  riiri  through  with  his  bayo- 
net, conveyed  him  to  the  barrack,  which  v/as 
used  for  an  ash-house,  put  liim  in  irons  and 
.  lef  him  to   suffer   in  the  cold,    the  malicious 
gratification   of  his  malignant  and  revengeful 
disposition,  telling  the  innocent  and  unfortu- 
nate victim   cf    his   relentless   fury  that    ''  he 
was  ^lad  he  refused  to  comply  with  his  de- 
mands, because  he  had  long  wanted,  and  had 
auxiously  sought  opportunity  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance on  lilm,  and  gave  the  order  to  shovel 
the  snow  from  his  o^vn  door,  for  no  other  pur- 
pose   but   to    excite     the  opposition    of    tlic* 
prisoners,    and    thus   find    occasion  to  putt^ 
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ish  them,  and  at  the  same  time  take  revenge 
on  them,  for  the  abuse  he  had  received  fram 
the  Americans/'  He  then  proceeded  to  order 
others  to  shovel  the  snow,  and  beins;  still  re- 
fused compliance,  he  threatened  and  confined, 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  did  the  first,  uniil 
he  had  collected  toi^ether,  and  confined  in  that 
cold  barrack,  the  number  of  twenty  one,  who 
were  all  hand-cuffed,  and  chained  to  the  posts 
of  the  Barrack.*  This  was  in  January,  178:3, 
when  the  cold  was  exceeding  severe,  and 
hardly  permitted  a  comfortable  seat  by  the  fire- 
side, or  admitted  of  a  lodging  free  from  suffer- 
ing in  our  closed  barracks,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blankets. 

Here  they  were  ordered  to  be  kept,  in  this 
barrack,  with  the  windows  and  doors  open  to 
the-  wind  and  snow,  all  that  day  and  the  next 
night.  But  most  of  them  made  their^  escape 
to  tlieir  own  barracks  before  tlie  next  morning, 
some  with  fi-ozen  hands  and  feet,  others  with 
their  ears  and  faces  frozen ;  and  indeed  all 
having  some  part  of  their  bodies  frozen,  and 
bearing  the  miserable  tokens  of  their  wretch- 
ed sutferings. 

But  their  escape,  notwithstan^Jing  the  visi- 
ble and  abiding  marks  of  their  pnin  and  dis- 
tress, only  exasperated  the  maid  of  the  unfeel- 
ing Mc'Kelpin,  and  so  enraged  the  desperate 
villain,  that  he,  tlie  next  day  nK>rning,  se- 
lected the  same  prisoners,  and  with  a  hearf, 
harder  Uiau  adamant,    and  hands  moiti  a*uel 
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tlian  the  grave ;  again  confined  them  all  in 
irons,  and  ordered  them  put  into  the  chani' 
her  of  one  of  the  barracks,  there  to  be 
kept  during  that  day,  the  next  night,  and  tlie 
following  day,  vvithout  provision,  any  food,  or 
even  a  quid  of  tobacco ! 

Destitute  of  any  clotliing,  excepting  their 
"wearing  apparrel,  which  was  poor;  confined 
in  irons,  in  a  small  cold  room,  having  no  food 
cf  any  kind;  deprived  of  a  luxury  which  hab- 
it had  rendered  necessary  to  preserve  health, 
and  groaning  under  the  severe  pains  of  their 
frozen  bodies,  their  sufferings  can  not  easily 
be  immagined,  far  less  described  ! 

It  y>  as  my  happy  lot,  however,  not  to  fall 
into  this  number  of  miserable  sufferers  of 
human  depravity,  who  Mere  put  into  the 
ash- house,  and  in  the  chamber.  But  the 
sufferings  which  I  have  mentioned,  were 
only  a  prelude  to  more  painful  torments,  and 
e:reater  barbarities.  They  were  taken  fi*om 
the  barrack  chamber,  one  by  one,  carried  to 
the  guard- house,  and  tortured  in  the  most  cru- 
<^1  manner.  Some  were  surrounded  with  sol- 
diers, armed  with  guns  and  bayonets,  point- 
ing directly  at  them,  and  so  near  as  to  render 
the  prisoners  unable  to  move  without  being 
pierced  y  ith  the  bayonets  ;  while  the  ii.famous 
Mc'Keipin,  w biped  the  prisoners,  and  caned 
them,  till  he  liad  glutted  his  vengeance.  Who 
can  describe  the  inhuman  scene  \  to  see  a  pris- 
oner^ the  victim  of  cruelty  and  v^i^tchedness ; 
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guiltless  Hud  defenceless;  confined  in  irons 
v/ith  bis  hands  behind  him  ;  ready  to  faint  for 
want  of  food ;  groaning  nnder  the  excrucia- 
ting pains  of  his  frozen  limbs ;  bathed  in 
blood  which  gushed  from  his  mangled  body; 
tearg  flowing  from  his  eyes,  in  streams  which 
])espoke,  in  hitiguage  more  forcible  than  a 
voice  like  thunder,  as  they  tricliled  down  his 
fi'ozen  cheeks,  the  sovvo>*  s  of  a  heart  sw ollen 
with  grief  and  racked  with  pain  ;  I  could  say 
with  Job,  ••  mine  eye  is  also  dim,  by  reason  of 
sorrow,  and  all  iny  members  are  as  a  shadow." 
Others  of  this  unhappy  number  w^ere  hung 
up  by  the  neck  till  nearly  dead,  while  their 
hands  were  confined  in  irons,  and  their  faces 
black  with  death;  when  tbey  were  taken 
down,  and  the  irons,  ^vhich  had  bound  their 
hands,  jamed  into  their  mouths  till  they  were 
fdled  with  blood !  Who  could  behold  this,  and 
not  weep  and  mourn  for  tlie  depravity  of 
man  left  to  himself!  Who  can  witness  a 
scene  like  this,  v,  ithout  acknowledging,  with 
self  application,  the  truth  of  those  words 
w  hich  fell  from  our  Saviour's  lips,  to  the  un- 
believing Jews,  "  ye  are  of  your  father  the 
Devil,  and  the  lusts  o£  .your  fatlier  ye  will 
do."  .  After  enduring  tl^^  horitll  barbarities, 
and  inhuman  tortures,  inflicted  by  men,  pro- 
fessing the  principles  of  humanity,  the  unhap 
py  sufferers  were  sent  back  to  their  barracks, 
there  to  weep  and  bewail  their  miserable  iAi^, 
Often  have  my  cheeks  been  v/et  with  tears  tf 
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cominisseratioii,  while  Hiy  heart  ached  within 
me^  for  these  unfortunate  sufferers  of  the  unre= 
strained  vengeance  of  a  depraved  villain.- — 
Nor  was  I  left  to  he  reminded  of  their  tor- 
ture and  distress,  only  by  a  recollection  of  the 
past;  but  my  eyes  ceuld  witness  the  scars  of 
wounds ;  and  behold  the  pale-faced  visage  cf 
death,  abiding  on  the  countenance  of  many, 
which  were  received  by  the  cruelties  cf  this 
horrid  scene.  And,  alas !-  I  needed  only  to 
look  at  myself,  and  all  around  me,  to  remind 
me  of  the  woeful  case  of  those,  whose  lot  it  is, 
to  fall  into  the  hands,  and  become  the  victims 
©f  a  revengeful  tyrant ;  and  suffer  the  vrraili 
of  a  man  totally  devoid  of  mercy ;  unrestrain- 
ed   either  by  the   authority  of  a  superior,  the 

laws  of  his  country,  or  the  fear   of  God.^ ^ 

Doubtless,  many  will  wear  tlie  marks,  and 
thus  bear  witness  of  his  cruelty  to  their 
graves. 

Emaciated  countenances,  scars,  and  imped-^ 
iment  of  speech,  were  the  visible  marks  of 
the  f^avage  and  inhumnn  treatment,  which 
they  received  from  the  hand  of  Mc'Kelpin. — ■ 
Let  tletestation  be  written  upon  his  character, 
as  legibly  as  the  marls  of  depravity  ai^  to  b« 
seen  in  his  visage,  anil  it  shall  be  a  lesson  to 
his  |)osterity  to  flee  from  iniquity,  and  follow 
the  path  of  virtue.'  He  excelled  in  nothing 
but  cnielty  and  inhumanity ;  and  was  superi- 
or to  none,  except  in  the  most  nefai'ious  acts  cf 
iniquity,  tyranny  an.d  oppression.     His  higk 
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est  ambition  appeared  to  be,  to  "heap  up 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wi-ath,"  and  prepare 
himself  to  receive  "  veni^eance  due  to  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  be  pun- 
ished with  everlasting  destruction/'  He  ap- 
peared, involuntarily,  to  verify  the  truth  of 
the  proverb,  ^*  he  that  i^  soon  angry,  dealeth 
foolishly,  and  a  man  of  wicked  devices  is  ha- 
ted/'^  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  he 
publicly  declared,  "  that  he  had  taken  more 
comfort  in  afflicting  the  prisoners  foiu'  days, 
than  he  had  four  years  time  previous.*^  This 
declaration  requires  no  additional  proof  to 
convince  every  mind  susceptible  of  tlie  least 
sympathetic  afection,  that  he  was  possessed  of 
no  better  disposition  than  the  infernal  spirits  5 
and  must  be  sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with 
infamy ;  and  at  the  same  time,  excite  com- 
misseration,  in  tlie  heart  of  every  ^person  who 
realizes  it  is  by  grace,  and  not  by  works,  that 
he  i-;  saved  fi-om  Idling  into  the  like  wicked- 
ness. Nor  let  any  man  boast  of  his  good 
works,  knowing  it  is  the  gift  of  God  to  pos- 
sess charity. 

When  we  review  this  av/ful,  though  faint 
description  of  the  conduct  of  Mc'Kelpin,  who 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  civilization,  and 
was  favored  with  the  joyful  tidings  of  "peace 
on  earti^and  good  will  towards  men  f^  filled 
with  anger  and  revenge,  nature  cries  witliin  us 
"curse  the  wretch.*'     But  when  the  mcekutt^s 
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and  pity  cf  the  Saviour,  in  his  dpiig  ggoivies 
iipon^  Hie  sliameM  and  accursed  tiee^  are 
suffered  to  find  a  pla,ce  iii  our  bosoms^  Ave  are 
led  to  cry  with  him  '^  Father  for^ive/^  And 
though  the  conflict  bstv/eea  revenge  and  for- 
giving mercy,  be  strong ;  yet  the  latter  Avill 
syrely  pi^vail^  v,  heiiever  she  is  properly  ^?om» 
nuinded^  and  led  hj  the  spirit  of  truth. 

I  would  not  intimate  that  1  have  the  poAver 
of  nccroraaiKy  }  nov  pretend  to  possess  a  spir- 
it  of  divination;  but  from  the  authority  cf 
Holy  writ,  '•  this  is  the  porriou  of  a  Vi  icked 
man  with  God,  and  the  heritage  cf  oppres- 
sors,  which  they  shall  receive  of  ih^  Ah 
mighty.  If  his  children  be  multiplied,  it  is 
for  the  sword  ;  and  his  offspring  shall  not  be 
satisiied  with  bread.  Those  that  remain  of  him 
shall  be  bnded  in  death ;  and  his  widov/s  shall 
not  weep.  Though  he  hef»p  up  silver  as  the^ 
dust,  and  prepare  raiment  as  i\\Q  clay ;  he 
may  prepare  it,  but  the  just  shall  put  it  on, 
and  the  innocent  shall  divide  the  silver.'^  I 
sliall  therefcue  leave  this  great  disturber  of 
pfeace,  and  oppressor  of  the  aiflicted,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  hand  of  ••Him,  who  does  all 
things  well,"  the  punishment  due  to  his  wick- 
edness :  in-  share  in  the  rnercy  oii^ered  to  tha 
truly  penitent ;  hoping  that  lie  may  have  al- 
ready, hy  deep  repentance,  found  forgiveness  ; 
or  will  before  his  death,  if  he  is  yet  living. 
taste  tliC  sweetness  of  redeeming  gra(#. 
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He  tarried  not  long  on  the  Island,  tliougli 
m»cli  longer  than  he  was  desired,  vv^hen  an- 
other  took  his  office,  whose  name  I  do  not  rec- 
oUectj  who  manifested  a  disposition  for  peace  ; 
estahlished  good  order ;  appeared  to  have  a 
regard  to  the  laws  of  justice,  Immanity,  and 
benevolence ;  restored  tranquility  among  the 
prisoners,  and  reconciliation  between  them 
and  the  guard. 

Could  I  recollect  the  name  of  this  person,  I 
would  present  him  to  the  public  as  a  charac- 
ter worthy  of  imitation  ;  and  as  ^•peace-ma- 
kers shall  be  called  the  children  of  God,'^  I 
think  I  am  authorised  by  the  Holy  scriptures 
to  call  him  by  that  dignified  and  honorable  ti- 
tle. 

In  the  spring,  complaint  was  made  to  the 
Eritish  provincial  government,  against  the  base 
Mc'K<ilpin,  which  resulted  only  in  his  exclu- 
sion from  the  service  of  the  army,  with  dis- 
grace. The  long  and  siiccessfal  rebellion  of 
the  Colonies,  had  greatly  exasperated  the  Brit- 
ish ;  and  Mc'Kelpia  being  a  strong  adher 
ent  to  their  government,  l^-al  to  his  majesty^ 
and  having  been  harshly  tieated  for  his  tory- 
ism,  doubtless  the  Court,  by  which  li«  was  tri- 
ed, was  strongly,  thougli  unjustly  biased  m 
his  favor,  which  greatly  ameliorated  his  pun 
ishment. 

In  seed  time,  we  were  allowed  the  privilege 
to  sow  garden  seeds,  and  plant  corn.  Thif. 
gave  us  a  prospect  of  being  furnished  with  uf/.t 
H  2 
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only  a  more  fall  supply,  but  a  greater  vftriety 
©f  food,  if  it  slioukl  prcTe  our  unliappy  lot  Uy 
be  kept  in  coiifiiiement  another  winter.— 
It  also  gave  tlie  prisoners  an  opportanity  to 
use  proper  exercise  to  preserve  kealtli,  and 
prevent  disease,  a  consideration  of  no  small 
importance.  But,  disaffected  by  ovir  former 
treatment,  and  fearing  that  tlie  a^Iclions  we 
had  once  received,  would  again  be  laid  upon 
us,  many  chose  to  hazard  their  lives  by  an  at- 
tempt to  swim  down  t]ie  rapids.  Borne  thus 
succeeded  in  i^iaking  their  escape,  while  others 
milj  plunged  themselves  into,  the  jaws  of 
death ! 

Thi::i  caused  the  coniiiieinent  of  all  v/ko 
w^era  left  behind.  The  Britisli  now  set  about 
encompassing  our  barracks  Tk"ith  pickets,  cr 
1}amcades,  by  setting  posts  in  the,^  ground  ad- 
joining each  other,  n^A  fastening  them  togeth- 
er. 

Di^^covering  .what  they  were  about  to  do, 
aevcral  of  the  prisofiers,  among  whom  I  was 
iiiyself  on^,  resolved  to  make  our  Endeavors  to 
eS\ :ct  ciu'  e5C  ipe,  before  they  had  completed 
the  barricade,  miCi  enci^ded  oar  camp,  w  hich 
would  deprive  us  of  the  liberty  of  the  Island. 
We  accordingly  collected  sopje  logs  together 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  Island  for  a  raft ;  car- 
ried some  provisions  (or  cur  sustenance  on  iht 
way  Jiome  ;  secreted  it  near  the  logs ;  and  at 
an  hour  wlien  v»  e  si  ]}poscd  all  were  at  rest, 
we  started,  but  had  not  gjne  far,  wkgi^we  eS'= 
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pied  one  of  the  soldiers  upon  the  bank  of  the 
riverj  emph)yed  in  dressiiiH;  some  lish.  We 
then  returned  to  our  barrncks.  Our  attempt 
to  escape  now  became  knoAvn  to  sonic  of  onr 
fallow  prisoners^  by  discovering  our  absence, 
who  betrayed  our  object  to  our  keepers  5  thus 

courting  favor  l^y  ihe.  deeds  of  treaclicry. 

Having  these  suspicions,  v/e  improved  -an  op- 
portunity to  bring  back  our  provi^ioiis ;  and 
the  next  day  gave  proof  that  our  suspicions 
were  vreil  founded :  as  they  then  went  and| 
rolled  all  the  logs  oil  that  part  of  the  Island. 

We  still  were  detenniiied  to  use  every  ex- 
ertion, and  watch  for  aji  opportunity  to  eiTect  our 
escape  ft oni  confuiement/ while  we  saw  their  la- 
bors to  jirevent  u?.  We  sougljt,  but  sought  in 
vain.  Time  rolled  away  till  we  found  our- 
selves inclosed  wit]i  picket«,  which  rendered 
it  almost  impossible*  to  make  our  escape  5  as 
'we  were  not  all&wed  to  go  without  this  inclo- 
sure,  unattended  ty  the  guard,  and  that  too 
in  the  day  time  only. 

We  were  alloweel  to  go  in  the  diij  time,  at- 
tended by  one  or  two  of  the  guard,  and  hoe 
oar.jcorn  and  garden  roots.  But  this  af- 
forded us  no  opportunity  for  escape,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  swim  the  current  on  ci- 
ihQ\  sivie  cf  tiie  Island,  undiscovered  by  the 
g'lard  or  tiie  soldiers  stationed  in  the  fort  cp- 
posite  the  Island.  The  prisoners,  as  may  well 
be  supposed,  iiad  long  been  very  uneasy,  and 
^kcGiitented.j  but   as    U  usually  the  case,    a 

JIB . . ._... 
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«ense  of  being  confined  caused  siill  more  dis- 
quietude in  their  minds,  and  excited  an  eager 
de<^iie  to  be  freed  from  bondage. 

The  yard;,  wliicli  was  surrounded  by  the 
pickets,  was  about  ten  or  fifteen  rods  Avide, 
^nd  nearly  forty  rods  long,  extending  length- 
ways of  the  stream.  They  completed  the 
yard,  some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  A.  D. 
i7S2 — Having  encouragement  of  receiving  our 
discharge,  by  exchange,  often  held  out  to  us  ; 
and  seeing  little  prospect  of  succeeding  in  the 
hazardous  attempt  to  escape  from  our  confine- 
ment, we  long  waited  with  great  impatience 
for  the  approach  of  that  desirable '  event,  and 
wliolly  neglected  to  use  any  exertion  to  gain 
our  liberty  by  fliglit.  But  we  at  length  per- 
ceived that  their  object  in  giving  us  repeated 
encouragement  of  being  exchanged,  was  only 
to  dally  us  with  the  fond  hopes  of  soon  seeing 
better  days,  and  thus  amuse  our  minds  with 
fancied  prospects,  while  they  should  be  ena- 
bled to  rivet  our  chains,  oi*  privately  assassiu- 
•ate  some  undistinguished  number  of  us.  Of 
this  design,  we  had  abundant  proof,  or  at 
least,  of  a  disposition  to  abuse  their  power,  by 
rendering  it  subservient  to  the  most  despica- 
ble actions,  and  wicked  pmposes.  For  find- 
ing one  of  the  prisoners  alone  in  the  evening, 
a  gang  of  them  took  him,  put  a  rope  around 
bis  neck,  threatening  to  stab  him  to  the  heart 
if  he  made  any  noise,  and  were  about  to  hang 
^lim,  when  one  of  the  company,    staring  him 
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in  th  eface,  v/ith  atone  of  disappointment^  cried 
out,  *^  O  this  is  not  the  one."  They  then  took 
the  rope  off  his  neck,  and  let  him  go. 

This  manifested  to  the  pri-ioneis,  either  a 
determination  among  the  guard  to  waylay  some 
of  us^  or  a  Avish  to  triile  with  tiieir  authority^ 
by  creating  fddv  in  our  minds,  and  thus  tor- 
meat  the  ai^icted. 

As  v»  6  were  sensible  that  the  guards  if  dis- 
posed, (vvhicli  we  little  doubted)  might  a.^^^a.'^- 
ginate  one  or  more  of  the  prisouers,  and  coii- 
iigning  the  body  to  the  waters  of  the  river, 
keep  the  transaction  hid  from  tJie  knowledge 
cf  any  person  who  should  not  be  engaged  in 
the  horrid  deed,  we  were  led  ever  afterwards 
to  take  the  precaution,  never  to  be  found  alone 
in  the  dark,  unarmed  with  a  large  scalping 
knife,  which  we  kept  in  our  camp,  and  which 
served  as  a  daggi^r  and  weapon  of  defence  a- 
gainst  a  violent  attack  of  nocturnal  enemies. 
Having  long  been  flattered  with  the  prospect 
of  soon  being  set  at  liberty;  and  discovering 
an  intention  among  the  guard  privately  to  as- 
sassinate some  uiikuDwn  nuiiibe''  of  u? ;  we  re- 
solved to  make  another  atiernpt  to  efloct  our 
escape,  and  thus  fiee  ourselves  from  thcr  bru- 
tal tyranny  and  unhallowed  pretences. 

We  had  once  paid  several  doUai  a  to  ope  of 
\}\('.  giiardto  suffer  us  to  pass  through  the  gate, 
should  he  find  an  opportunity;  but  never  had 
the  gnod  forty  ue.  even  to  see  him  again. 
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The  plan  we  adopted  was  in  itself  extreme-. 
ly  precarious  as  to  its  success^  and  afforded  so 
little  encouragement  even  to  tiiose  who  seem- 
ed to  be  most  anxious  to  obtain  their  freedom^ 
that  few  would  engage  in  the  enterprise  ;  be-  i 
lieving  it  would  be  a  fruitless  attempt  to  ob- 
tain our  object^  which  would  only  cost  us  paiu;, 
and  bring  upon  us  more  sore  trials^  and  far 
greater  afilictions. 

Had  we  been  confined  upon  the  main  land, 
where  liberty  from  the  prison^  would  have 
afforded  us  a  chance  to  retreat  from  danger^ 
though  we  should  be  obliged  even  to  pass 
the  gates  of  a  city  surrounded  with  enemies, 
having  our  hands  bound  in  irons^  and  our  feet 
fettered  witli  chains^  yet^  our  prospects  of  suc- 
cess in  our  attempt  to  escape,  had  still  been 
braghter  than  now  presented  to  our  view.— 
For,  then,  our  deliverance  from  prison  might 
have  given  us  a  passport  to  the  wilderness, 
free  from  danger  ;  but  now,  our  freedom  from 
those  walls  of  wretchedness,  incurred  the  pe- 
nalty of  deatli,  which  v/as  pamexed  to  our  es- 
cape if  overtaken ;  and  brought  us  to  ^^  troub- 
led  waters,'^  which  seemed  to  promise  death 
inevitable  to  all  who  should  attempt  to  pass 
the  current,  even  with  well  fitted  boats,  while 
we  had  nothing  in  our  power  but  logs,  fasten- 
isd  together  witii  ropes. 

Our  plan  was  to  dig  a  passage  under  ground 
that  should  extend  beyond  the  pickets,  vvhich 
stood  about  twenty  feet  from  trie  bariraek   — 
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^tt  had  been  our  practice  during  tlic  pummor  to 

hang  up  blankets  around  the  bunks  in  which 

we  slept^  to  prevent  the  flics  from  troubling  us^ 

while  we  reposed  upon   our  couch  in   the 'day 

'time. 

We  now  again  hung  up  the  blankets  around 
one  of  our  bunks  in  a  A)nier  of  the  room,  tho^ 
not  to  prevent  being  disturbed  by  Hies,  but  to 
hide  ourselves  from  the  face  of  ''  serpents  that 
will  bite  without  enchantment ;  and  a  babler 
which  is  no  better." 

Fenring  the  consequence  cf  making  our 
object  known  to  the  prisoners  generally,  we 
determined  to  keep  it  a  profound  secret  to  all;, 
except  the  number  who  belonged  to  our 
room,  consisting  of  twelve. 

Accordingly,  we  took  up  the  floor,  both  of 
the  bunk  and  barrack,  and  commenced  dig- 
ging. If  any  of  cur  fellow  prisoners,  or  the 
guard,  happened  to  come  in  while  one  was  at 
work,  others  would  drown  the  noise  of  his 
digging*  by  making  some  noise  with  a  sticky 
or  with  their  feet,  which  was  easily  done — 
wilhout  being  suspected  of  the  design. 

We  dug  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  deep 
nough  to  have  a  horizontal  course  leave  the 
iKxih  between  the  barracks  andtlie  pickets^  of 
ufiicient  depth  to  render  it  safe  for  the  guard 
o  travel  over  the  hole,  without  breakins; 
hrough. 

As  they  liad  dug   a   ditch  along   the   back 
ide  of  the   barracks   between  them  and   the 
i 
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piclietsj  in  order  to  bank  up  the  walls  of  the 
|}arracks^  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  dig  a 
yevpendicular  course  of  coiisiderable  depth, 
before  vve  could  dig  iiorizontallj*  to  prevent 
aay  person  who  might  chance  to  trayel  in  the 
ditch^  from  breaking  in*  and  discover'  our  plan. 

IVe  had  no  other  tool  to  dig  with,  except 
a  large  Jack-knife ;  nor  indeed  could  we  use 
an  J  other  instrument  with  any  advantage  when 
we  conje  to  dig  In  a  horizontalline.  And  like 
the  animal  that  makes  his  abode  in  the  bosom 
of  the  earthy  by  digging  a  subterraneous  pas- 
sage to  his  gloomy  cell,  after  we  had  dug  a 
quantity  of  earth  loose^  f?o  that  we  had  no 
room  to  dig  more,  we  returned  backwards* 
drawing  or  scraping  the  dirt  we  had  dug,  with 
♦mr  hands  and  arinsj  which  we  put  under  the 
iioor  of  the  barracks, 

dnr  progre^s^  as  must  readily  l>e  perceived^ 
Witsi  very  ?^low  |  tliough  some  one  of  us  kept  con- 
stantl}'  diggiiig?  except  in  the  hours  of  sleep, 
and  time  of  taking  refreshment ;  alternately  fol- 
lowing each  other  in  our  turns  ^  having  a  dress 
prepjsreil  for  the  purpose,  which  each  one 
wore?  T'.  liile  at  work  in  tlus  dreary  cavern j 
wltere  we  wex^^  groping  in  darkness  at  noon 
day, 

Here  we  had  an  opportunity  to  reflect  upon 
t)ur  vrretched  condition,  while  our  labour  li* 
^elf  witnessed  our  sufferings  and  discoiUent- 
meut.  Here  we  could  perceive  the  compara- 
tive btaie  of  him,  who  spiritually  ^^walkethin 
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^iirkiiess  and  liatli  no  ligbi;.'^  Here  it  raii;ht 
indeed^  %^'ith  propriety  ()e  said,  that  silence 
wept !  We  succeeded,  however,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  our  design  extremely  well,  finding 
no  obstacle  in  our  way  till  we  had  dug  under 
the  ditch,  before  mentioned,  when  a  heavy 
rain  fell,  and  filled  the  diteh  full  of  water, 
which  soaked  through  tlie  ground  into  our 
subterraneous  way,  and  filled  the  hole  we  had 
dug  completely  fall.  This  was  truly  a  great 
misfortune^  which  dampened  the  feelings  of 
every  one  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  ardu- 
ous undertaking. 

As  we  had  dug  considerable  distance,  and 
advanced  nearly  to  the  pickets ;  had  toiled 
with  diligence,  and  expended  much  labour, 
we  were  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  task,  and 
submit  to  the  idea  of  continuing  in  bondage 
anotlier  winter.  And  we  were  the  more  anx- 
ious to  pursue  the  undertaking,  and  effect  our 
escape,  because  the  infiunous  McDaniel,  of 
whom  I  have  spoken,  had  now  returned  and  re- 
sumed his  command  over  us,  which  gave  us 
greater  reason  to  fear  that  we  should  again  be 
compelled  to  undergo  those  tortures,  v/hich  he 
had  once  inflicted. 

But  it  now  became  impossible,  any  longer 
to  keep  the  matter  secret,  aa  we  had  done. 
Wc  therefore  made  known  o^ir  object  to  all 
the  prisoners,  v/ho  were  stationed  in  our  tin? 
of  barracks,  and  receiviijg  thcii-  universal,  and 
respective  promises,  net  to  divulga  ihz  secret 
I  ^ 
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to  any  cf  the  prisoners,  ^vho  were  stationed 
in  the  other  line  cf  barracks ;  although  few 
would  assist  us,  considering  it  labour  in  vain, 
we  resolved  to  persevere  in  the  plaa^  and,  if 
possible,  effect  our  escape. 

We  noAv  commenced  dipping  out  the  water 
into  a  barrel,  which  we  emptied  into  a  ditch 
that  was  made  to  convey  our  wash- water  from 
the  barracks  into  the  river.  We  dipped  six 
barrel's  full,  and  efnpti^d  it  into  the  ditch ; 
besides  a  considerable  quantity  which  we  put 
into  a  clay-pit,  under  the  barracks,  wliere  they 
dug  clay  for  their  cliimnies,  and  still  there 
was  much  left  in  our  way. 

The  guard,  no  deubt,  supposed  we  were 
washing,  or  tliey  v.ould  have  suspected  us. 
Nor  yet  can  I  account  for  their  stupidity, 
while  they  saw  we  \\  ere  in  pcssessicn  of  such 
a  quantity  cf  vater,  which  we  brought  out 
of,  without  carry  big  into,  our  barracks. 

We  were  now  ol  liged  to  lie  half  buried  in 
mud  and  water,  while  digging,  which  chilled 
our  bodies,  benumbed  our  senses,  and  depress- 
ed our  spirits. 

To  prevent  being  discovered,  when  we  re- 
turned from  our  toil  we  were  under  the 
necessity  cf  washing  ourselves  in  a  large  tub 
cf  water,  which  we  had  also  placed  behind 
our  blankets,  that  were  hung  up  around  our 
))unk,  as  we  now  were  forced  on  acc<.>uui  of 
the  mud,  to  enter  upcn  our  subterraneous  la- 
bour, entirely  naked. 
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Vain  would  be  the  attempt  to  give  a  descrip- 
tion of  my  feelings,  while  at  work  in  this 
dreary  eaveru,  twenty  feet  under  ground, 
wholly  without  clothing,  half  buried  in  mud, 
and  strugliug  for  liberty. 

I  was  removed  froev  all  my  friends  and  rel- 
atives, the  distance  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred miles,  and  placed  upon  an  Island  in  th» 
river,  on  both  sides  of  which,  the  water 
m3ved  over  the  ra^^ed  rocks,  with  such  ve- 
locity, as  to  appear  white  to  the  eye,  like  a 
foaming  billow,  not  less  than  three  miles  in 
length.  Here  I  was  confined  within  the  pow- 
er, and  exposed  to  the  i^nvy^  malice,  and  re- 
sentment of  an  impLicable  enemy.  Shrouded 
in  darkness,  iu  the  he^rt  cf  the  earth,  where 
light  was  unapproachable,  my  body  lay  in  the 
mii-e,  and  my  mind  wag  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  !  If  we  refrained  from  digging,  we 
seemed  to  be  threatened  with  death  on  every 
side;  and  if  we  continued  to  dig;,  our  pros- 
pect appeared  as  melancholly  as  the  grave ! 
Fear  and  trouble  were  before  us,  while  our 
absence  from  the  barracks,  exposed  us  to  the 
danger  of  having  our  plan  discovered,  which 
would  be  sure  to  bring  upon  us  the  most  aw- 
ful tortures,  and  perhaps  even  deatli  itself. 
We  chose,  however,  to  hazard  cur  lives  in  an 
attempt  to  escape,  though  doubtful  of  sue- 
<i>Qss,  than  to  risk  the  consequences  of  reinaia- 
lag  in  confinement. 


^. 
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When  we  arrived  to  tlie  picket,  we  found 
it  was  placed  upon  a  large  stone.  We 
th^n  diig  to  the  riglit,  where  we  found  anoth- 
er, which  formed  an  angle  with  the  first — Then 
tutniiig  to  the  left,  we  also  found  a  third.  All 
which,  seemed  to  discourage  mj  fellow  la- 
bourers, and  led  them  entirely  to  give  up  the 
ohject.  But,  being  in  perfect  health,  and  in 
good  spirits,  myself,  I  wenl:  in  with  a  deter- 
mination to  remove  one  of  these  obstacles,  if 
possible,  bef  jrs  I  returned.  We  had,  by  this 
time,  made  quite  a  large  cavern  near  the  pick« 
ets,  which  gave  me  considerable  chance,  to 
work.  After  labouring  in  this  cold,  dismal 
place,  during  the  space  cf  two  hours,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  removing  one  of  the  stones  out  of 
the  way,  and  to  my  great  joy,  I  found,  th#t 
the  picket  was  hollow  up  a  few  inches  above 
the  ground,  which  cmmitted  light  into  this, 
before  gloomy,  but  now  delightful  place.  I 
could  verily  say  v/itli  Solomon,  ^Uruly  the 
light  is  sweet,  and  a  pleasant  thing  it  is  to 
behold  the  sun,'^ 

I  tlien  returned,  and  informed  my  fellow 
prisoners  of  mj  success,  which  occasioned 
transports  of  joy ;  raised  the  desponding  ;  en- 
couraged the  faithless  ;  confirmed  the  doubt- 
ing ;  and  put  new  vigour  in  every  breast. 

The  work  v/as  now  prosecuted  in  earnest, 
and  soon  completed.  Animated  at  the  pros- 
pect cf  gaining  our  liberty,  the  one  who  dug 
last,  vmdesignedly,  broke  through  the  ground 
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and  rendered  the  hole  visible  to  any  pcrsoiir 
who  should  happen  to  pass  on  the  outside  of 
tiie  pickets.  It  now  became  necessary  to 
devise  a  plan  to  secrete  the  liole  from  the  ob- 
servation of  the  guard.  To  effect  this^  Mr. 
Belknap,  one  of  our  fellow  prisoners,  went  to 
the  guard,  and  in  a  dissembling  tone,  repre- 
sented to  McDaniel,  the  little  prospect  v/e 
liad  of  being  exchanged;  that  we  had  long 
been  flattered,  and  as  long  waited  witli  anx- 
ious expectation,  for  the  approach  of  such  a^ 
happy  event ;  but  finding  (iwftrsSves  disap- 
pointed, we  were  forced  to  aJjandon  all  hopes 
of  deliverance  by  e.v change  that' faU  i  that^ 
under  these  considerations,  the  prisoners  Were 
resolved  to  be  contented,  during  their  confine- 
ment on  the  Island,  till  they  should  fin  (^them- 
selves actually  set  at  liberty;  wheji  all  'their 
hopes  would  l>e  swallowed  up  in  the  fall  frui- 
tion  of  the  object  we  had  so  long  sought.  Con- 
sequently we  desired  the  indulgence  of  an  op- 
portunity to  secure  all  our  g;arden  see^is,  some 
of  which,  sucii  as  lettuce  and  nwistard,^  were 
then  ripe,  and  fit  to  harvest,  that  we  miglit  be 
enabled  to  supply  ourselves  with  the  like  ar- 
ticles, the  ensuing  year,  should  it  be  our  un- 
happy case,  to  remain  on  the  Island  another 
season. 

Pleased  with  the   idea'  that   the   prisoner? 
were  resolved  to  be  submissive  to  his  require- 
ments^ he  readily  ordered  one  of  the  guard  13 
to  go  and  attend  us  while  we  gathered  on?  kt- 
1  % 
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tuce  and  mustard,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that 
no  one  absconded.  Having  cut^  and  tied  up^ 
in  sraall  bundles,  these  vegetables,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  hang  them  up,  so  as  to  fill  the  space 
between  the  pickets,  and  also  place  them  over 
the  hole  we  had  dug,  to  hide  our  escape  from 
the  sight  of  the  sentinel,  who  walked  over  the 
hole,  between  the  picliets  and  the  barracks, 
in  which  we  were  stationed.  This,  we  ac- 
complished, while  our  unsuspecting  attendant 
was  lounging  about,  at  a  distance  from  us. 

Here  we  beheld  an  example  of  selfishness, 
discontentment,  fear  f.nd  deception,  actually 
assuming  the  appearrtuce  of  honesty,  content- 
ment^ and  submission. 

Knowing  that  we  must  seperate  ourselves  in- 
to small  companies,  and  take  different  rafts, 
in  order  to  render  our  ])assage  down  the  rap- 
ids more  safe ;  vre  now  made  choice  of  oui* 
associates  J  to  pass  the  dangerous  scene  before" 
us.  I  associated  myself  with  William  Clark, 
of  Yirglnia,  John  Spraguc,  of  Ballston  New- 
York,  and  Simeon  Belknap,  of  Randolph, 
Vermont.  We  had  prepared  some  food  for 
our  sustenance  on  the  way,  by  taking  a  quan- 
tity of  flour,  and  mixing  it  w  ith  melted  butter, 
which  we  put  into  a  small  bag,  made  for  the 
purpose.  ^Ye  also  had  a  little  salt-pork,  and 
bread,  together  with  some  parched  corn,  and 
black  pepper. 

Those  of  us  who  had  been  engaged  in  dig- 
ging, had  previously  furnished  ourselves  with 
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ropes,  by  cutting  our  blankets  into  airings, 
and  twisting  them  together ;  while  those  who 
had  believed  our  attempt  to  be  vain,  and  fool- 
ish, had  neither  provided  tliemselves  with 
provisions,  ropes,  or  materials  for  a  raft,  and 
were,  therefore,  unable  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tiinity  which  now  presented  to  effect  their  es- 
cape. 

But  they  could  not  forbear  collecting  in 
small  companies,  and  whispering  together,  to 
de\ise  plans  for  escape,  which  raised  suspi- 
cions in  tiie  minds  of  the  guard,  that  the  pris- 
on era  were  entering  into  some  plot,  either  to 
make  their  escape,  or  to  raise  a  mutiny  in  the 
camp.  Under  these  apprehensions,  which 
took  rise,  from  no  other  source,  but  from  the 
conduct  of  those  who  had  been  made  privy  to 
our  undertaking,  and  would  neither  assist  us 
in  the  work,  nor  prepare  themselves  to  make 
their  escape,  McDaniel  ordered  that  "  if  any 
prisoner  should  be  found  attempting  to  make^ 
his  escape,  or  be  guilty  of  any  misconduct, 
that  night,  he  should  not  be  spared  alive." 

We  commenced  digging  on  the  twenty 
fourth  day  of  August,  A.  I).  178^,  and  hav- 
ing dug  a  passage  under  ground,  the  distance 
of  twenty  two  feet  and  a  half;  with  no  other 
tool  but  a  Jack-knife;  on  the  night  of  the 
tenth  of  September  following,  after  waiting 
till  nine  o'clock,  when  the  roll  was  called,  and 
all  was  still,  we  tied  our  ropes  to  our  packs, 
and  crawled  out,  drawing  our  packs  after  us. 
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I  was  preceded  bj  six  of  my  fellow  pris< 
oiiersj  who,  after  cra\^'ling  through  the  hole^ 
A¥hich  was  nearly  half  filled  with  miid^  made  a 
path  in  the  grass^  as  they  crawled  down  the 
banks  of  the  river,  which  resembled  that  of  a 
log  having  been  drawn  through  the  mud. 

The  moon  shone  bright.  The  sentinel  was 
walking  directly  across  the  hole,  just  as  I  was 
about  to  crawl  out,  when  he  cried  out,  '*  alVs 
well/^  Thought  I,  ^*  be  it  so,  coiitiuu  the 
cry  if  you  please.^'  Mj/  head  at  this  time 
was  not  mor43  than  a  yard  from  his  heA,  I 
crawled  on,  and  was  followed  l)y  about  twen- 
ty more,  who  were  our  fellow  labourers. 

As  w^e  had  been  allov/ed  to  go  out  of  our 
enclosure,  in  tliQ  day  time,  to  hoe  our  corn, 
and  garden  roots,-  and  get  our  wood,  attended 
bj  one  of  the  guard,  we  had  improved  the  op- 
portunity, and  selected  some  logs  for  a  raft,  to 
wliicli  we  could  go  without  difficulty.  Clark^ 
Belknap,  Sprague  and  myvself  now  separated 
ourselves  from  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  and 
remained  together,  sharing  equally  in  all  the  suf- 
ferings through  which  we  were  called  to  pass. 

"VVe  took  a  large  scalping  knife  with  us,  and 
a  pocket  compass,  together  v/ith  a  tinder-box 
and  fireworks.  We  rolled  a  large  log  into 
the  river,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  north  side 
of  the  Island,  on  each  side  of  which,  we  pla- 
ced another,  then  putting  sticks  across  both 
ends  of  them,  underneath,  and  on  the  upper 
side,  opposite  each  other^  we  tied  all  of  the^ 
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togethor  with  oar  blanket-ropes;  and  fasten- 
ing our  packs  thereon,    which  contained  our 
provision,    kc.  we  then  sat,  one  on  each  cor* 
ner,  and  set  sail  down  the  rapids. 

Death  in  her  most  fiightfal  form,  now 
seemed  to  threaten  ns,  and  the  foaming  bil- 
lows, poiated  us  to  a  watery  grave  !  Guided 
only  by  the  current;  somethnes  floating  o- 
\ec  rocks,  sometimes  buried  iu  the  water^ 
with  little  hope  of  again  being  carried  out 
alive  ;  we  passed  down  the  raging  stream, 
with  the  greatest  rapidity  imaghiable ;  cling* 
ing  to  our  logs  respectively ;  sensible  that,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Divine  Providence,  our 
only  ground  of  hope  rested  in  our  adhesion  to 
the  raft. 

We  passed  down  the  river  about  nine 
miles,  when  we  were  enabled  to  reach  shore. 
We  landed  on  the  north  si  le  cf  the  river, 
about  two  hours  before  day,  with  not  a  dry 
thread  in  our  clothes,  chilled  with  the  cold, 
and  trembling  with  f-^ar.  Our  bread  had  all 
washed  to  a  jelly  and  rendered  wliolly  unfit 
to  eat.  None  of  our  provision  remained  fit  to 
carry  with  us,  except  a  little  parched  corn, 
which  was  in  a  small  wooden  bottle,  some 
salt-pork,  and  our  buttered  flour,  which  we 
found  to  be  water-proof.  Oar  compass,  was 
also  rendered  useless,  which  >vas  indeed  a 
great  misfortune  to  us,  as  the  want  of  it  pro- 
tracted our  journey  through  the  woods,  many 
days.     We  maiThed  up   the   river  till   day 
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break,  when  we  discovered  tliat  we  were  near 
the  fort  opposite  the  Island.  We  then  turn- 
ed north  into  the  woods,  which  led  us  into  a 
swamp,  where  we  encamped  under  some  old 
ti^e-tops,  that  had  f  tilen  together,  about  one 
mile  from  the  fort,  which  firmed  no  shelter 
from  rain,  but  merely  hid  us  from  our  expect- 
ed pursuers.  We  plainly  heard  the  report  of 
the  alarm  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  ©f 
September,  which  announced  to  us  the  discov- 
ery of  what  had  cost  us  great  pains,  and  evin- 
ced, to  all  who  should  behold  the  place,  our 
love  of  liberty,  and  resolution  to  obtain  it. 

We  remained  under  these  tree-tops,  three 
days  and  two  nights ;  without  going  ten 
rods  from  the  place.  Having  nothing  to  eat  but 
salt  pork,  parehed  corn,  and  our  buttered 
flour,  together  with  a  few  kernels  of  black 
pepper,  for  the  want  of  which  last,  I  think  we 
must  have  perished ;  as  it  rained  with  a  mix- 
ture of  snow,  every  day  and  niglit,  sufficient- 
ly to  keep  us  completely  wet  all  the  time. 

Having  been  so  liarshly  treated  by  the  Brit- 
ish, and  knowing  that  ^'  confidence  in  an  un- 
faithful man  in  time  of  trouble,  is  like  a  bro- 
ben  tooth,  and  a  foot  out  of  joint  ;'^  we  resolv- 
ed to  make  ourselves  known  to  no  one.  And 
like  the  Ishmaelites  of  old,  while  we  had  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  every  man's  hand  was 
against  us,  we  wore  determined  to  put  our 
own  hands  againt  every  man  who  should 
some  in  our  way. 
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Destitute  of  food  sufficient  to  supply  us 
through  the  long  ^voods  we  were  to  pass,  to 
reach  our  homes  ;  we  were  determined  to  re- 
plenish our  stores,  before  we  crossed  the  river 
St.  Lawrence ;  as  there  were  but  few  settle- 
ments on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  We  were,  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  if  staying  about  there,  till  tiiey 
had  done  searching  for  us. 

On  the  niglit  of  tlie  third  day  after  our  es- 
cape, we  ventured  to  tal^e  up  our  march,  and 
travelled  till  we  came  to  a  stream,  which  we 
supposed  emptied  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
at  the  fort;  but  we  afterwards  found  it  to  1  e 
only  a  branch  of  that  stream.  I  waded  into 
it,  and  found  it  was  so  deep,  that  we  could 
not  ford  it.  I  then  f  rre  returned,  and  we  en- 
camped for  the  ni£,lit.  Our  suHerings  this 
night  vvere  almost  insupportable  :  as  it  was  a 
cold  frosty  night,  and  we  were  wholly  expos- 
ed. Lrivlng  nothing  about  us,  except  wliat  was 
completely  wet ;  without  a  shelter,  and  desti- 
tute of  fire. 

On  the  laovnlng  of  the  14th,  benumbed,  and 
chilled  will)  the  cold,  we  found  a  place  where 
we  forded  the  stream,  and  tra\elled  till  we 
fame  to  another,  and  by  mistaking  the  former, 
we  supposed  this  to  empty  itself  iiito  the  river, 
a])ove  the  fort.  We  followed  the  current  of  tliis 
stream,  till  about  dark,  when  we  camo  insight  of 
a  settlement.  After  waitine;  till  about  nine  o'- 
cl.:>Civ  at  night,  we  ventm-ed  to  approach  a  lit- 
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tie  nearer,  wken  to  our  utter  astonkliinent,  W5 
heard  tiie  druKi  beat,  which  gave  us  assuranee, 
that  we  w  ere  near  the  fort.  Findins;  ourselves 
so  near,  v/e  concluded  to  cross  the  stream  at  the 
nearest  fording  place.  In  passing  off,  we 
went  through  the  commanding  ofiicer's  garden, 
s.nd  I  pulled  up  a  hill  of  his  potatoes,  and 
carried  tliem  along;  with  me. 

We  then  went  into  the  road,  and  followed 
Tip  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ahout  four  miles. 
We  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  hefore 
Vv  e  came  to  a  hoat,  lying  at  anchor,  in  the  riv- 
er, near  the  shore.  I  waded  in  towards  it  till 
I  heard  men  in  it,  snoring  in  their  sleep,  when 
I  quickly  made  my  retreat.  We  tken  went 
on,  till  we  came  to  the  house  of  a  Frencliman, 
as  we  supposed  by  his  speech,  v*'ho,  just  as 
we  came  up,  opened  the  door,  and  hailed  us. 
Turning  into  his  lot,  we  went  to  his  barn, 
and  endeavored  to  find  some  creature  to  kill^ 
We  found  one  cow.  As  we  were  approach- 
ing towards  her,  two  large  dogs  came  at  us 
with  great  rage,  and  barking  most  furiously, 
apijeared  to  be  determiiied  to  bite  us.  The 
old  Frenchman  ?gain  came  to  the  door,  and 
bailed  us.  Fearing  that  soldiers  might  be 
quartered  thei^e,  v/e  retreated  as  fast  as  we 
could,  keeping  mi  eye  r^poii  the  dogs,  and 
swinging  our  staves  at  them,  to  keep  them 
from  biting  us,  while  the  old  Frenchman. 
waa  tit^iag  to  set  them  on.  The  ground  was 
de>scen.Qing  as   we   retreated.,    and  v/hile   we 
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^ere  all  niovinc;  together  very  fast,  having  our 
eyes  partially  turned  upon  the  dogs,  we  ran 
against  a  fence,  slightly  laid  up,  and  threw 
down  many  lengths,  which  made  such  a  rat- 
tling, that  it  terrified  the  dogs,  and  immedi- 
ately put  them  upon  their  retreat ;  as  much 
affrigted  as  they  liad  been  outrageous. 

Trembling  for  our  safety,  we  kept  in  the 
fields,  back  of  the  street,  while  the  dogs  con- 
tinued their  barking,  as  if  determined  to  a- 
rousc  our  enemies  from  their  slumbers,  and 
cause  us  to  be  taken.  They  succeeded,  at 
least,  in  exciiing  till  the  dogs  in  the  ueigLbor- 
hood,  to  engage  in  tlie  general  alarm  ;  and 
seemed  anxious  to  maintidn  a  constant  echo^ 
in  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  They  were 
busily  employed,  at  every  house,  and  some- 
times in  great  earnest,  as  we  passed  along, 
the  distance  of  several  miles. 

At  length,  we  came  to  a  number  of  cattle, 
in  a  field,  not  far  from  the  road  ;  among  w^hich, 
V,  e  found  a  two  year  old  heifer,  veiy  tame, 
and  in  good  ilesh. 

We  had  long  been  lurking  about,  waiting 
for  the  agitafien  cf  ti.e  public  mir?d  to  abate; 
that  we  migbt  have  opportunity,  to  obtain 
some  provision,  before  v»'e  entered  into  the 
wide  wilderness,  through  v/hich  v^  e  v.  ere  ex- 
pecting to  pass  :  and  as  the  favored  mcRv^ut  had 
now  arrived,  we  f greed,  that  Eelkiiap  «^h(Ti?ld  go 
in  search  of  a  boat,  to  convey  us  o%er  tho 
Lake  St.  Francis,  near  \^ hich  we  found  the 
K 
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cattle ;  that  Spragiie  slioiild  ?»tand  with  on? 
scalping  knife^  to  defciid  against  every  foe ; 
while  Clark  and  myself  should  kill  tiie  heif- 
er, and  procure  a  quantity  of  meat.  By  the 
help  of  a  little  &alt,  I  soon  succeeded  in  catch- 
ing the  heifer ;  and  taking  her  by  the  horns 
and  nose^  1  instantly  flung  her  down^  when 
Clark  cut  lier  tliroat  with  a  large  jack-knife ; 
and  not  w^aitiug  for  her  to  die^  or  even  spend- 
ing time  to  skin  her;  we  took  off  a  gammon^ 
and  Itf .  her  bleedir g.  Belknap  had  now  re- 
turned^ and  informed  us,  tl^at  he  had  fouiwl  a 
boat,  to  which  Vve  immediaiely  resorted,  car- 
rying w  ith  us  our  unsklnned  beef^  the  booty 
we  had  desired  for  miiiij  days ;  leaving  the 
owner  cf  the  lieifer  to  seek  his  reconipense^ 
w  liere  he  could  find  it ;  ivilliiin:^  however,  he 
should  share  w  ith  us.  in  his  betf^  by  taking 
what  w^e   left. 

We  were  not  insensible,  that  if  lie  was  a 
British  suljject,  ^ve  liad  rdiriidrntly  coiapen- 
fiated  his  loss^  to  his  government,  by  our  ow^n 
starvation  ;  or  if  he  were  a  f.iend  to  the  unfor- 
tunate, lie  could  not  lan^ent  ]«is  loss,  since  he 
bad  thus  far  ccniribuled  to  feed  tbe  hungry. 
Without  even  kiiowhg  wliat  liis  right  liand 
did.  Nor^  indeed,  did  we  trouble  ourselves, 
w bile  we  niminated  upon  tlje  affair,  concern- 
iiii-g  what  might  be  the  cogitations  of  the  own- 
er, since  wev  had  cbtaijH  d  tlie  meat,  ahd 
thus  answcved  our  ow^n  purpose^ 
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Having  entered  the  boat,  with  all  our  bag- 
ga.^e ;  the  moon  shieing  bright ;  we  set  out 
upon  the  Lake,  steering  for  t\\t  south  shore. 
We  had  advanced  but  little  distance,  Avhen  a 
breeze  arose  from  the  north-west,  alid  drifted 
us  ahead  \\ith  great  violence;  every  wave 
dashing  the  water  into  our  boat. 

It   now   became   necessary   that   two  of  us 
should  dip  the  water  from  our  boat  with  our 
hats,  as  fast  as  possible ;  while  the  other  two, 
rowed  for  the  *shore  with  the  greatest  exertion. 
The  wind  increased.  Tiie  boat  was  fast  liiliug, 
in  spite  of  all    we  could  do.     Every  wave,  to 
human  view,  brouglit  lis    by  rapid  strides   to 
the  arms  of  death,  and  presented   to  us  a  wa- 
tery grave.     But,  through  the  wonderful  good- 
ness of  the  Great  Preserver  of  men,  we  suc- 
ceeded in  landing,  just  as  our  boat  had  liiled 
with  water.     Having  fastened  it  to  tjie  shore, 
we  went  into   the    woods,  struck    up    a  fire, 
skinned  our  beef,  and  cut  it  into  thin   slices, 
wiiicli  we  partially    roasted  on  sticks   by  the 
fire,  and  then  lay  down  to  sleep.      This   was 
the  first  time  wc  had  been  to  any  fire,  after  we 
left  Prison  Island.      ^\  e  liad  lain   secreted  ia 
bushes,  and   old  tree-tops ;    wandered  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  e?vpo?>ed  to  the  inclem- 
ency of  th3  weather ;  forded    streims    of  wa- 
ter up  to  our  necks ;  coastintly,  and  complete- 
ly wet ;  hungry,  and  chilkvl  with  cold;  filled 
wi  h  fear    and    anxiety   fjr    our     f-afety,    du- 
rin,^  the  space  of   foui'  ^^^J^f   ^tud  five  nights, 
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inciudiiig  the  niglit  in  wliicli  ays  made  our  es- 
cape. 

Desiruction  and  misery,  often  r*;>pearGd  in 
our  way.  Death  frequently  stared  us  in  the 
face,  threatening  to  make  us  his  prey,  but 
seemed  to  be  hekl  from  falling  upon  us,  by 
the  finger  of  God. 

Ou  the  moraing  of  the  15th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, (th6  5ih  afcer  we  escaped;)  suppo- 
sing we  had  landed  upon  an  Island,  we  began 
to  seek  how  we  should  get  off,  without  being 
discovered  by  the  inhabitants  on  the^ northern 
shores  of  the  Lake,  or  by  those  who  might 
happen  to  be  upon  the  waters.  Happily,  Ive 
found,  by  traveiiiog  into  the  woods,  that  we 
were  upon  a  peninsula,  joined  to  the  main 
land,  by  a^  isthmus,  not  more  than  eight  or 
t'^ji  feel;  wide.  This  was  a  circumstance, 
greatly  in  our  favor ;  as  v.  e  should  oilier  wis  a 
li?.vs  been  ur.der  the  necessity  of  exposing 
curselves  to  the  view  of  our  enemies  }  or  wait- 
e:I  f  ^r  the  night  to  cover  our  escape. 

We  now  set  out,  direciiiig  our  course  near- 
ly south-e.ist,  for  the  American  fort,  at  Pitts- 
f  )rd,  a  town  situated  on  Otter  Creek,  in  th@ 
western  part  of  the  State  of  Yermont. 

Our  conipauion,  Mr.  Clark,  had  been  much 
accustomed  to  traveling  in  the  woods  ;  having 
been  engaged  in  the  biisiriCss  of  surveying,  in 
the  western  part  of  tiic  United  States,  at  the 
time  he  was  tiken  by  the  Indians.  We  there- 
fiirc;  choste  him  to  be  our  leader  through  tk^ 
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wii  ierrie^s^  ami  our  pilot  to  a  more  favored 
coil  ft  try. 

We  travelled  all  the  first  day^  over  low, 
marshy  laid,  ti inhered  with  cedar^ ;  but  were- 
unable  to  iiiid  any  water  to  drink,  either  ia 
rurmiiit^ brooks,  or  by  digging;  for  the  waut 
of  wh^i  4ve  sulTered  much,  heing  thirsty,  as 
Avell  asJU^gry,  and  greatly  fatigued.  AVishini^ 
to  escape  the  vigilance  of  qur  expected  pur- 
suers, we  travelled  with  great  speed ;  which, 
togetiu>r  with  our  living  on  Hesh  alone,  iloiii)U 
less  occasioned  a  fir  greater  degree  of  thirst, 
than  we  should  have  felt,  had  we  been  sup- 
plied with  bread.  The  next  day,  we  f jund 
water  in  great  plenty.  We  crossed  many 
streams  of  considerable  size ;  some  by  fording^ 
although  of  such  depth  as  to  reach  to  our 
shoulders  ;  others  we  crossed  by  making  a 
small  raft,  suflicient  to  bear  one  of  us,  with 
our  baggage ;  wiiile  the  other  three  stripped., 
and,  hanging  by  one  hand  to  the  raft^  swam 
by  her  side. 

Afcer  wandering  in  the  wilderness,  during 
the  space  of  ten  days  ;  sometimes  progressing 
on  our  journey ;  sometimes  lounging  in  sus- 
pense,  doubting  which  course  t»  take,  and 
waiting  for  the  clouds  to  be  dispelled,  that  the 
sun  might  appear  to  enlighten  our  path,  and 
guide  our  way ;  we  arrived  at  Lake  Cham- 
plain  ;  Avith  our  clothes  nearly  torn  from  our 
bodies :  emaciated  with  hanger,  and  fatigued 
with  the  daily  toil;  and  long  deprivation  vi 
K  ^ 


ilh  INDIAN 

tlie  comforts  cf  ciriiized  life.  DariKg  ilit-^G 
ten  days^  we  saw  no  other  liamaii  beiiig ;  nor 
heard  his  voice^  beheld  his  foot- steps,  or 
the  works  of  his  hand.  We  lived  almost  v/hol- 
ly  on  flesh,  like  the  caniiverous  race,  and  like 
them  reposed  upon  the  ground ;  equally  fear- 
ing the  face  of  man  ;  suspicious  of  Jjis  xlesign, 
and  dreading  his  approach,  as  we  nid  the  in- 
strument of  death. 

Willie  we  one  day,  lay  encamped  by  tlie 
fire,  wailing  for  the  appearance  of  the  sun, 
WG  were  aroused  from  our  sleep,  by  the  sup- 
posed report  of  a  musket.  Ignorant'  cf  the 
source  wlience  it  came,  and  fearing  to  make 
immediate  fiight,  lest  we  should  See  into  the 
hands  of  our  enemies,  we  prepared  ourselves 
to  march,  and  were  endeavoring  to  espy  the 
foe,  when  a  similar  noise,  proceeding  from 
the  bursting  of  a  stone,  heated  by  the  fire,  re- 
lieved bur  minds  from  fear,  and  filled  our  bo- 
soms with  joy,  at  the  happy  disappointment 
of  expected  danger. 

Soon  after  we  arrived  at  Lake  Champlain, 
we  found  a  part  of  an  old  fiat-bottom  boat? 
wiiicli  we  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing us  across  the  Lake,  by  lashiug  a  log  on 
each  side,  with  bark  and  withes. 

At  about  sunset  we  went  aboard,  and  set 
sail  to  cross  the  Lake.  IFe  had  proceeded 
nearly  half  way  across,  when  the  wind  arose 
against  us,  and  baiH^d  all  our  exertions  to 
proceed  farther.       After  labouring  till  about 
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Tuiduigl't  without  success,  and  fearing  w© 
should  be  taken  by  the  British,  if  we  remain- 
ed on  the  water  till  light,  we  concluded  to  row 
back  to  the  shore  we  left,  and  relinquish  the 
idea  of  crossing  the  Lake  that  night.  We 
had  continued  upon  the  water,  till  a  tempest 
arose,  and  the  wind  blew  from  various  direc- 
tions, shifting  its  course  every  few  minutes  5 
and  our  strength  had  become  stlmost  exhaust- 
ed, being  faint  for  want  of  food,  insomuch 
that  we  "could  hardly  move.  We  laboured 
with  diligence,  and  with  all  our  might,  till 
day-bveak,  having  nothing  to  use  for  oars  ex- 
cept ^uch  sticks  as  we  found  in  tlie  woods,  and 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  with  a  jack-knife. 
We  were  now  enabled  to  reach  the  same  shore 
from  which  we  started,  though  several  miles 
farther  north.  Our  clothes  were  completely 
v/et,  and  our  strength  so  far  gone,  that  neither 
of  us  could  scarcely  go. 

In  this  wretched  state,  stupified  and  chilled 

with  the  cord  ;  so  faint  and  tired  that  we  could 

' hardly  move,    we  crepj,   a  few    rods   into  the 

woods ;  built  a  fire,  and  laid  down  upon  the 

ground. 

I  never  suffered  so  much  fatignie,  in  the  same 
space  of  time,  in  my  life,  as  I  did  this  night ;  nor 
^vould  I  have  believed  I  could  endure  as  much, 
with  so  little  strength,  without  perishing,  Lan- 
guage is  too  feeble  to  express,  nor  can  ima^- 
ginatieii  conceive  the  sufferings  we  underwent, 
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We  had  now  but  little  provision  left,  and 
were  compelled  to  curtail  our  former  allow- 
ance, so  that  we  shoiikl  be  enabled  to  subsist, 
and  continue  our  journey,  till  we  could  reach 
the  desired  coimtry. 

Havins;  rested  from  the  wearisome  and 
fniitless  labors  of  the  ni2;ht,  till  nearly  sun-set 
the  next  day,  we  resolved  to  travel  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Lake,  till  we  should  come  to 
a  narrow  place,  where  we  could  well  hope  for 
success  in  an  attempt  to  cross.  We  resumed 
our  march  and  travelled  a  few  miles  that  night, 
then  camped  down,  and  waited  for  tlio  morn- 
ing. 

Th<*  next  day,  we  came  to  (he  river  Sara- 
nac,  which  empties  into  Lake  Champlain,  at 
a  place,  now  called  Plattsburgh,  in  the  State 
of  New- York.  We  heard  the  noise  of  tlie 
British,  engaged  in  cliopping,  a  few  rods  up 
the  liver,  Vv  hile  we  crossed  it  between  them 
and  the  Lake,  not  far  from  its  mouth. 

After  \ye  crossed  the  river,  we  travel- 
led a  small  distance,  and  encamped  for  the 
night,  in  a  valley,  which  was  in  the  form  cf  a 
bason.  We  followed  up  the  Lake,  upon  the 
western  shore,  crossed  IJuck  Creek,  lliver-au- 
Sable,  Salmon  River,  and  Gilliland's  Creek  ; 
when  we  came  to  a  place,  called  Split  liock, 
where  the  Lake  is  narrov/,  which  afforded  us 
a  prospect  of  succeeding  if  we  attempted  to 
cross.  We  then  went  to  work  to  build  a  rafi, 
and  while  engaged,  a  little  before  sun-set,  es- 
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pied  a  British  armed  vessel,  making  toward 
us  from  the  south.  We  went  into  the  bushes, 
and  lay  secreted  from  tlieir  view,  though  they 
w  ere  so  visible  to  us,  that  we  could  see  their 
red  coats  and  even  count  the  buttons  upon 
them,  while  they  sailed  around  at  a  small  dis- 
tance from  us,  apparently  for  amusement,  and 
then  returned  again  to  the  south,  out  of  our 
sight,  without  discovering  us. 

We  then  went  to  work,  completed  our  raft, 
at  dark,  set  sail  across  the  Lake ;  and  safely 
landed  iii  a  few  hours  at  a  place  now  called 
Charhjtte,  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  We 
were,  however,,  ignorant,  at  that  time,  both 
of  the  name  of  tlie  place,  and  of  its  local  sit- 
uation. Being  y^i  in  a  strange  v»  ilderness,  w© 
knew  not  which  w^ay  to  direct  our  course  to 
reach  inhabitants*.  Indeed,  all  that  prompted 
us  to  go  forward,  was  the  information  we  had  re- 
ceived, that  there  were  settlements  near  soma 
part  of  this  Lake.  But  we  were  wholly  ig- 
norant, what  way  to  take,  that  should  enable  us 
to  find  them.  Supposing  ourselves  to  be  between 
the  mouth  of  Onion  lliverand  Otter  Creek,  wa 
concluded  to  steer  a  south  east  direction,  which 
Ave  supposed  would  bring  us  to  Pittsford  fort. 
We  travelled  into  the  woods  a  few  rods,  and 
lay  down  for  the  night.  In  tlie  morning  w  q 
resumed  our  march^  and  had  not  gone  far,  be- 
fore we  came  to  an  old  log  house,  which  had 
long  been  abandoned,  and  by  the  long  contin- 
uance of  thQ  wa^>  ha;l become  gre.itly  decayed, 
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We,  however,  found  a  few  beans,  which 
had  probably  been  there  a  number  of  years, 
and'were  covered  with  mould.  As  our  pro- 
vision was  mostly  gone,  and  v»  e  were  extremely 
hungry,  we  took,  and  parched  them  as  we 
would  corn  by  the  lire,  winch  gave  some  rel- 
ish to  the  twigs,  roots  and  berries,  that  liad 
already,  for  some  days,  composed  our  princi- 
pal food. 

Our  clothes  vvere  almost  torn  f^-om  our  man- 
gled bodies,  by  the  bushes,  logs,  and  trees  ; 
and  the  blood  that  gushed  from  our  naked, 
and  worn  out  feet,  witnessed,  in  every  track 
WT  made,  the  pains  we  suffered. 

Parts  of  our  stockings  still  remained  about 
our  feet ;  and  having  a  needle,  but  no  thread 
with  us,  we  raveled  off  the  tops  of  tliem  and 
sewed  our  tattered  rags  togetiier  as  much  as 
possible,  to  defend  our  bodies  from  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather. 

Our  daily  allowance  of  the  food  we  brought 
with  us  from  Prison  Island,  was  now  reduced 
to  about  an  iucli  square  of  salt  pork,  and  as 
much  of  onr  buttered  flour,  as  we  could  twice 
put  upon  the  point  of  a  large  jack-knife.  We 
had  eaten  all  our  beef  and  parched  corn. 

We  dug  roots,  of  various  kinds,  and  eat 
them,  togi^ther  witli  birch  and  other  twigs. 
Hpikenard  roots,  which  we  roast.e<t  by  the  Sre. 
cciiiprised  the  greatest  par'^  of  our  sulr^i^t iifce. 
We  found  several  small  fi'og?j,  which  :we  kUl- 
t>d  and  eat,  with  great  dcliglit     Eat  wcr  coJi^ld 
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find  only  a  fcW  (f  them,  tliougli  we  searcliecl 
diligently.  Tlieir  meat  tasted  exceedingly 
svreet  and  delicious.  We  also  found  means 
to  catclj  several  small  fish,  from  a  little  rivu- 
let, v/l!i<?h  we  crossed ;  but  could  not  obtain 
more  than  two  or  three,  althougli  we  spent 
nuich  time,  and  used  every  exertion  in  our 
power. 

Some  time  after  we  had  dressed  our  fish, 
and  had  advanced  considerable  distance,  we 
espied  a  bear  upon  a  tree,  a  few  rods  ahead 
of  us.  We  hastened  to  tha  foot  of  the  tree 
in  view  of  killino;  her  as  she  descended,  by 
stabbing  her  with  our  large  scalping  knife. 
B'lt  on  examination,  we  f  jiiud  the  knife  was 
left,  at  the  place  of  dressing  t]ie  fisli,  which 
frufetrated  our  plan,  and  lilighted  our  hopes  of 
obtaining  any  meat. 

disappointment  was  now  added  to  liuuirer 
^^nd  distress,  and  our  faint,  and  wearied  bofi- 
les,  were  hardly  able  to  support  the  dreadful 
weight  (;f  sorrow,  which  hung  over  our  minds. 

W^e,  however,  continued  to  keep  a  south 
eastcoui^?e,  till  we  reached  the  top  of  the 
motiAains,  lying  between  Onion  River,  and 
Otter  Creek ;  when,  looking  back,  we  could 
see  the  Lake,  in  fair  view.  Being  so  f dinfc 
f:)r  want  of  food,  that  we  could  hardly  step  : 
and  seeing  no  prospect  of  obtaining  any,  it 
fi^emedas  if  death  must  be  our  inevitable  fate 
tVe  had  travelled  seven  or  eight  davs,  and 
snbsv^ted   the    whole   time,  mostly'  upon   the 
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spontaneous  productions  of  the  country.  The 
season  fur  berries  was  nearly  gone^  though 
we  were  able  to  find  some. 

Our  natures  i^eemed  to  v/aste  away;  and 
leave  nothing  but  death^  to  stare  us  in  the 
face.  IV inter  was  fist  approaching,  while  we 
Mere  almost  naked^  destitute,  and  forlcrn.  O 
the  wrenched  condition  of  those  wiiose  lot  it  is 
to  be  cast  into  the  wilderness,  and  left  to  v/an- 
der  upon  tlie  dark  mountains  of  despair !  I 
could  feelingly  adopt  tiie  language  of  Job,  and 
say  ^*  Terrors  are  turned  upoM  me ;  they 
pursue  my  soul  as  the  wind  i  and  my  welfare 
passeth  away  as  as  a  cloud.  When  I  looked 
for  good,  then  evil  came  unto  me ;  and  when 
1  waited  for  light,  then  came  darkness.  I  am 
a  brother  to  draggons,  and  a  companion  to 
owls ;  for  I  have  eiiten  ashes  like  bread,  and 
mingled  Miy  drink  with  weeping.'' 

liad  we  seen  vjnj  prospect  of  soon  finding 
the  house  of  a  friend,  or  of  obtaining  provis- 
ion, in  ftuy  other  w  ay,  before  ^ve  should  ar- 
rive among  inhabitants,  we  could  not  have 
denied  ourselves,  at  once  to  eat  tlie  little  pro- 
^  is  ion  we  had  in  our  packs^  v»hile  we  sufler- 
ed  so  much  by  himger  on  our  way. 

The  barren  mountains,  and  rocky  cliifs  of 
Bristol,  liipton  and  Hancock;  the  dismal 
plrdn  tf  Chataugua,  and  the  waters  of  Cham- 
plain,  witnessed  the  cries  cf  our  suiferings ; 
while  our  steps  traced  in  blood  the  distress 
we  endured. 


fAPTIYE.  iiti 

Wc  wandered  from  mouataiii  to  mountain, 
and  from  valley  to  valley,  keeping  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  Lake,  lest  we  should  fall  into 
tlie  htands  of  the  British,  who  had  command  of 
the  Lake  at  that  time.  Sorrow,  hunger,  and 
bitterness  of  soul,  were  our  constant  attend- 
ants through  the  day ;  and  the  approach  of 
the  night  only  increased  our  miseries,  and 
multiplied  our  sighs  and  groanings  ! 

Tiiough  we  slept,  it  was  fur  trouble ;  and 
if  we  continued  to  roam  the  wilderness,  we 
found  no  comfort,  and  our  strength  failed.  If 
we  slumbered,  it  was  upon  the  brink  of  the 
grave,  and  it  would  not  feed  us.  While  our 
hunger  increased,  our  hopes  of  relief  grew 
dim. 

Seeing  no  prospect  of  ever  finding  the  hab- 
itations of  friends,  our  companions,  Clark  and 
Sprague,  like  the  lepers  of  old,  ^^  said  one  to 
another,  Why  sit  we  here  until  we  die  :*^  If 
v/e  say  wc  will  pursue  our  journey,  ^^  we  shall 
die,  and  if  we  sit  still  here,  we  die  also." 
They  therefore  resolved  to  return  to  the  Lake, 
if  they  could  get  there,  and  deliver  them 
selves  «p  into  the  hands  of  the  Britisl|. 

They  were  both  possessed  of  true  courage, 
and  a  noble,  generous  spirit.  Bid  they  were 
Avholly  ignorant  of  the  country,  cast  of  Lake 
Cham  plain,  and  consequently  had  less  to  en- 
courage them,  than  Eelknap  and  myself.  They 
^^were  unwilling,''  saidth^y,  ^MLat  we  should 
cither  return,  or  remain  with  them,  if  v« 
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could  ever  reach  inhabitants.  But  to  go  for- 
ward^ was  apparent  death^  even  if  inhab- 
itants might  be  found  by  two  or  three  day's 
travel ;  as  we  are  so  weak  we  can  hardly  go, 
and  still  growing  weaker.'^  They  requested 
us  to  leave  them  to  be  food  for  wild  beasts,  or 
a  prey  to  an  exasperated  foe.  But  the  ten- 
der feelings  of  humati  sensibility  forbid  us  to 
leave  them ;  and  Belknap  and  myself,  per- 
suaded them  to  persevere,  and  remain  with  us 
to  the  end,  by  dealing  out  to  them,  an  extra  al- 
lowance of  provision,  on  condition  .  that  I 
should  take  the  lead,  and  be  their  pilot,  to 
which  I  consented. 

It  being  nearly  night  we  encamped  till  morn- 
ing; when  we  concluded  to  change  our  course, 
and  steer  nearly  a  south  south\^  esterly  direc- 
tion. We  travelled  on  moderately,  fearful  of 
the  event,  till  about  noon,  when,  being  some 
rods  forward  of  my  companions^  I  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  come  to  a  road.  Of  this  I  notiiled  my 
lan^uisliiri^  companions,  famishins;  with  Inin- 
ger,  and  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their 
wretchedness,  wliieli  occasioned  transports  of 
joy,  gladdened  their  hearts,  and  invigorated 
their  bodies  ;  yea  it  ''  shed  happiness  around 
K!^,  and  banished  misery  before  us.''  For  wq 
coiiid  say,  a\  itii  David,  that  we  had  '^  wander- 
ed in  the  wilderness,  in  a  solitary  way  ;  and 
found  no  city  to  dwell  in.  Hungry  and  tliirsty 
our  souls  fainted  within  us.  Then  we  cried 
unto  (liG  Lord,  in  our  trouble,  and  he  deliver- 
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ed  U9  out  of  oar  distresses,  and  he  led  as  forth 
by  the  right  way  that  we  might  go  to  a  city  of 
habitation/' 

Animated  with  the  prospect  of  soon  finding 
inhabitants,  we  travelled  on  the  road  with  joy 
and  delight.  Oar  hopes  of  again  seeing  our 
friends,  became  brightened,  and  our  expecta- 
tions greatly  strengthened  our  weak  and  trem- 
bling limbs.  We  soon  came  in  sight  of  an 
old  horse,  and  an  old  mare  with  a  sucking 
colt  by  her  side.  As  they  were  in  a  valley, 
some  distance  from  the  road,  we  concluded 
not  to  go  after  them,  hoping  soon  to  find  in- 
habitants, where  we  should  be  enabled  also  to 
find  friends,  who  would  lend  the  hand  of  charity. 
We  therefore  travelled  on,  and  soon  came  to 
a  stream,  but  could  not  determine  whether  it 
was  Otter  Creek,  or  only  a  branch  of  it.  If 
it  were  a  brailch,  we  knew  we  ought  to  fol- 
low the  current,  till  we  came  to  the  Creek. 
But  to  follow  the  current  of  the  Creek  itself, 
w^ould  lead  us  directly  to  the  Lake,  where  we 
should  be  exposed  to  the  British. 

We  however,  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
follow  down  the  stream,  soon  came  to  its  mouth 
and  still  were  left  in  doubt,  whether  tlie 
stream,  into  which  the  first  we  discovered, 
emptied  itself,  was  Otter  Creek,  or  some 
other  branch. 

As  it  began  to  draw  near  sun-set,  and  see- 
ing no  prospect  of  finding  inhabitants  that 
Jii^ht;    we   resolved   to   retnrn  to   the  "place 


wliere  v/e  caine  to  tlie  first  stream ;  Ii  aviiig  ihert^ 
found  tlie  walls  of  an  old  log  house.  Clark 
and  nijself;,  went  and  procured  the  horses  and 
€olt ;  while  Eelknap  and  Sprague  struck  up 
a  lire^  and  built  a  camp. 

Having  returned  with  the  horees;,  and  confin- 
ed them  in  the  old  log  liouse,  Ave  killed  and 
dressed  the  colt ;  and  roasted  some  of  the  meat^ 
iipon  feticks  by  the  fire,  and  eat  it^  and  surely 
^*it  Wiis  pleasant  to  the  taste.'^  Indeed  I 
never  ate  any  meat  of  so  delicious  a  flavor,  al- 
though without  bread^  salt^^  or  sauce^  of  any 
kiiid. 

The  next  morning  v/e  sbrted  with  our  old 
licrse^  and  coltless  mare,  and  travelled  till  af- 
ter iliQ  middle  of  the  day^  when  we  came  to 
tlie  place  we  passed  about  noon^  the  day  pre- 
ceeding.  We  were  confidant  it  was  the  same 
place,  by  finding  some  spikenard  roots,  which 
we  had  thrown  away  soon  after  we  found  the 
road. 

Being  lost,  and  knowing  not  v/hether  to 
turn  to  the  right  liand,  or  to  the  left ;  having 
obtained  a  new  supply  of  meat,  by  which  we 
had  been  much  refreshed ;  and  as  tlie  sun  had 
been  invisiide  to  us  for  several  days,  we  con- 
cluded to  tarry  there  through  the  day,  and  en- 
camp for  the  night ;  hoping  the  sun  vv  ould  rise 

♦Webrouglit  asTnall  quantify  nf  ?aU  from  Prison 
Islan«.  but  kist  the  prhieipal  part  of  if,  in  pa  sin* 
down  trie  rapids.  The  re:nainder.  we  i^ave  to  Ibe  heif- 
er we  kiijed.  and  took  her  gammon  in  QxeLaage. 
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clear  the  next  mornings  which  wouhl   enable 
us  the  better  to  determine  what  course  to  take. 

Wliile  we  were  patroling  about  the  fields, 
which  p.ppearerf  to  have  been  unoccupied,  and 
but  partially  cultivated  during  the  long  war  ; 
we  found  a  lari;e  yard  of  turnips. 

We  thea  prepared  our  camp,  built  a  firej, 
and  having  procured  some  turnips,  kept  con- 
tinually roasting  them  successively,  during  the 
night ;  first  sleeping  a  little,  and  then  eating ; 
thus  alternately  ref resiling  ourselves  by  sleep, 
and  eating  colt-meat  with  roasted  turnips,  till 
the  approach  of  day.  As  we  had  long  lived 
upon  the  spontaneous  growth  of  the  wilder- 
ness,  and  had  not  only  been  almost  entirely 
destitute  of  bread  and  meat ;  but  wholly  de** 
prived  of  every  cultivated  vegitable ;  we  were 
conscious  that  it  would  be  iujurious,  and  even 
dangerous,  to  eat  immediately  all  we  might 
crave  for  the  niglit. 

We  therefore  chose  to  satiate  our  hunger  in 
a  measure,  by  piecemeals,  while  we  truly 
feasted  upon  that  kind  of  fare,  which  was  un- 
doubtedly, of  all  kinds  of  food,  the  best  a- 
dapted  to  our  wretched  condition,  and  craving 
appetites.  In  the  morning,  the  s!cy  was  clear, 
and  the  sun  rose  to  every  one  of  us,  directly 
in  the  west.  We  now  discovered  tlie  cause  of 
becoming  lost ;  and  feeling  much  refreshed 
and  strengthened,  we  took  our  horses,  and  di- 
rected our  course  according  to  the  sun,  diamet- 
rically against  our  own  ideas  of  the  true  point  of 
L  2 
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compa"^*}.  V/e  had  not  proceeded  far,  wlieii  we 
came  to  tliree  other  horses,  v/hich  we  took, 
leaving  the  old  mare  foV  the  benefit  of  the  own- 
er. 

After  travelling  till  ahoiit  noon,  vvc  came  to 
a  man,  chopping  in  the  woods.  Seeing  ns  all 
on  horse  back,  with  bark  bridle.^,  and  no  sad- 
dles ;  having  on  coats  made  of  Indian  blank- 
ets, whicli  were  all  in  rags ;  w  ith  boards  an 
inch  long,  and  each  one  of  ns  armed  with  a 
eildgel ;  the  trembling  wood-cutter,  stood  in 
dreadfid  awe,  with  his  axe  raised  above  his 
ghonlders ;  dreading  our  approach,  but  fear- 
ino;  to  try  his  success  in  an  attempt  to  escape  ; 
while  we  drew  near,  rejoicing  that  we  had 
once  more  arrived  where  we  coiild  behold  the 
fdce  of  one  whose  hand  should  not  be  against 
113  ;  and  against  whom  v/e  v/ere  not  compelled, 
for  our  safety   to  put  our  own  hands. 

We  v>  ere  not  much  surprised,  though  very 
sorry  to  find  our  friend  so  grievously  alarmed ; 
w  iiile  we  only  desired  his  friendship.  We 
informed  him  of  our  wretched  condition ;  and 
besought  him  to  be  our  fdend,  with  tears  of 
jcy  and  tenderness,  trickling  down^  our  ema- 
ciated cheeks.  Finding  we  were  not  his  ene- 
mies, bat  the  subjects  of  his  pity  and  tender 
compassion,  bursting  into  tears  of  sympathy, 
at  the  short  relation  we  gave  him  of  our  suf- 
ferings ;  he  invited  us  to  go  with  him  and  he 
woold  lead  us  to  Pittsford  fort,  which  vras  on- 
ly &.boat  one  mile  distant ;    w here   wc  should 
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be  made  v»'eicoiue  to  every  thhig  necessary  for 
our  comfort. 

We  sooji  arrived  at  the  fort.  It  was  r.ow 
About  one  o' clock  in  the  ofoeruooii.  Vi(t  vverc 
received  witli  the  greatest  marks  of  sympathy 
and  commisscration ;  and  treated  with  g^yery 
respect  due  to  our  wretchedness  anil  want. 
And  though  justice  demands^  that  I  should 
acknowledge  the  generous  display  cf  philan- 
thropic zeal^  as  well  as  selfish  curiosity,  com- 
mon on  such  occasions ;  vet  I  could  not  ^ov- 
bear  to  notice^  with  pain,  that  cold  indilFer- 
ence  for  ^\\^  miseries  of  others,  commonly  ob- 
servable in  those  who  have  long  been  famil- 
iar with  scenes  of  wretchedness  and  wo  ; 
which  was  manifested  by  some,  and  especially 
by  the  commander  of  the  fort,  on  our  arrival 
at  that  place. 

Not  long  after  we  arrived  at  the  fort,  the 
owners  of  the  horses  came  up,  carrying  their 
saddles  upon  their  backs.  They  had  been 
out  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  land,  and 
had  turned  out  their  horses  to  feed.  After 
hearing  a  short  account  of  our  sufferi^^  and 
being  made  acquainted  with  our  deploritme 'Con- 
dition, they  readily  replied,  with  seeming 
compassion,  that  they  were  only  s^rry  we  had 
not  been  so  fortunate,  as  to  find  their  saddles 
likewise. 

After  wandering  in  the  v/il  lerness  twen'y 
two  days,  we  arrived  at  the  fort  on  the  2d  day 
of  October  l/B^ — having  forded  rivere  of  wa- 
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ter  up  to  oar  slioulders ;  trarersing  tlirougli 
dismal  swamps,  the  habitations  of  beasts  of 
prey  ;  and  climbing  mountains  of  rocks,  where 
no  human  eye  could  pity,  or  friends  console 
us ;  making  the  earth  our  bed  of  repose  for 
the  night,  and  extreme  anxiety  our  constant 
companion  through  the  day ;  nearly  starved, 
and  almost  naked ;  little  expecting  ever  again 
to  see  the  faces  -^f  our  Mends,  or  to  ])cViold 
those  habitations  which  witnessed  our  juve- 
nile years ;  wliere  we  enjoyed  the  kind  em- 
braces of  a  tender  and  affectionate  mother,  and 
the  paternal  care  of  an  indulgent  father :  ex- 
pecting every  day  to  see  the  approach  cf  that 
hour,  when  our  spirits  should  be  called  t© 
leave  our  bodies  in  a  howling  wil denies, 
to  become  food  for  irild  beasts,  and  our 
friends  to  lament  our  absence,  ignorant  of  our 
end.  After  enduring  all  this,  yea,  more 
than  pen  can  describe,  or  language  express  ; 
who  can  tell  our  joy  and  gratitude,  when  we 
came  to  behold  a  "  city  of  habitation,''  and 
the  abodes  of  plenty !  What  heart  v/ould  not 
palpitate  for  exceeding  great  joy,  at  such  an 
event !  Who  could  forbear  to  speak  forth 
praiss  to  the  Great  Preserver  of  men  on 
such  an  occasion  ?  Would  not  every  heart, 
susceptible  of  the  least  impression,  acknowl- 
edge the  hand  of  the  xllmighty  in  so  great  a 
deliverance  ? 

Instead  of  making  our  bed  upon  the  cold 
ground,  with  our  clothes  wet;  and  our  bodies 
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benumbed ;  we  could  now  enjoy  sweet  repose 
by  the  fire  side^  sheltered  from  storms,  and 
surrounded  with  fiiends,  ,  Instead  of  feeding 
upon  frogs,  and  the  spontaneous  growth  of 
uncultivated  nature ;  su])sisting  on  roots  ;  twigs^, 
and  bark ;  we  could  now  tt^ste  the  fruits  of 
labour  and  industry  ;  and  feast  upon  the  boun- 
ties of  heaven.  Instead  of  wanderiag  tlirough 
a  lonely  wilderness,  ^  ith  our  cheeks  wet  with 
tears  of  sorrow,  almost  overwhelraed  with 
despair ;  we  could  now  travel  through  a  coun- 
try of  cirilization,  free  from  enemies,  and 
receive  support  fi-om  the  hand  of  charity. 

After  sliariug  in  the  benevolence^  rf  many 
individuals,  and  receiving  every  token  of 
friendship  from  the  garrison  at  the  fort;  as 
they  were  expecting  soon  to  be  attacked  by  the 
British,  v/e  were  advised  to  travel  on  still  far- 
ther that  night,  that  we  might  be  the  more 
safe  from  the  grasp  of  the  enQmy. 

We  therefore  proceeded  on  towards  Rut- 
land, several  miles,  when  we  obtained  lodg- 
ing in  the  house  of  a  ^^poor  widow,'^  who 
furnished  us  with  the  best  food  her  house  af- 
forded ;  of  which  we  ate  heartily.  Having 
long  been  without  bread  of  any  kind,  and  be- 
ing now  furnished  with  a  full  supply  of  good 
wheat  bread ;  it  seemed  as  if  we  should  die 
with  the  effect  of  eating  it.  It  lay  like  lead 
in  our  stomaclis,  and  caused  us  the  most  agO'- 
hiwug  distress,  for  some  hours  ;  while  we  roll- 
<?d  upon  the  iluor.  with  bitter  groaning^  ;  al 
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though  we  had  denied  ourselves  the  satisftic- 
tion  of  eating  the  half  of  what  our  appetites 
craved.  But  our  extreme  hunger  prevented 
the  exercise  of  prudence,  and  econemy,  in 
the  choice  cf  that  kind  of  food  which  was  best 
adapted  to  our  wretched  condition.  Nor  did 
we  wait  long  to  consult  about  the  propri- 
ety^ or  impropriety  of  eating  any  tiling  we 
found  within  our  reach.  Our  avidity  for  food, 
however  soon  abated,  when  we  foiuid  no  inju- 
ry to  result  from  eating  all  we  desired. 

We  made  our  escape  on  the  night  of  the 
10th  of  September;  arrived  at  Lake  Cham- 
plain  in  about  ten  days ;  and  came  to  the  fort 
on  the  night  of  the  2d  day  of  October  follow- 
ing ;  having  been  in  the  wilderness  twenty 
two  days,  without  speaking  to  any  other  per- 
son, excepting  our  own  company.*  'Tis  true, 
we  h?cd  seen  some  of  our  species,  at  a  distance 
from  us,  tho'  with  terrer  and  dismay  ;  fearing 
their  approach  as  we  should  have  done,  that  of 
a  voracious  animpJ,  ready  to  devour  us. 

In  a  few  days,  we  arrived  at  Bennington,  in 
Bennington  County,  Vt.  where  we  were  em- 

•When  the  sun  was  invisible,  having  lost  our  cora- 
fa^s.  we  directed  our  course  by  the  moss  upon  trees, 
wbieh  i«  fownd  only  upon  the  north  side.  In  passing  o- 
verlaud  timbered  with  cedar,  which  has  n©  moss  Jipon 
it,  we  Mere  compelled  to  lie  still,  and  wait  the  appear- 
ance of  tlii'  sun  ;  which  protrac'ed   our    jourii.ey  cianj 
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ployed^  till  we  had  acquired^  by  our  own  la  • 
bor^  and  the  benevolence  of  others,  some  mo- 
ney, sufficient  to  enable  us  to  prosecute  our 
journey  to  Connecticut. 

Having  travelled  many  days,  through  th« 
woods,  almost  destitute  of  any  covering  for 
our  feet,  tliey  had  become  very  sore,  which 
prevented  our  going  far  in  a  day. 

Assisted  by  the  hand  of  charity,  and  by 
means  of  occasional  labour  on  the  way,  we 
were  enabled  to  reach  our  friends.  Being  des- 
tined to  different  places,  our  companions,  Clark 
and  Sprague,  separated  from  us  at  Bennington o 
By  a  mutual  participalicm  of  sufferings,  we 
had  acquired  that  affection  for  each  othei'^ 
which  will  remain  I  trust  till  death.  Having 
iuffered  many  hardships,  and  endured  many 
trials  together ;  having  been  rescued  from  ma- 
ny dangers  and  delivered  out  of  many  troub- 
les ;  sliaring  equally  in  hunger,  pains  and  dis- 
tress, as  well  as  in  the  joys  resulting  from 
our  deliverance ;  we  now  reluctantly  parted, 
affectionately  taldng  our  leave,  perhaps  never 
again  to  see  each  otner,  till  we  shall  meet  in 
tlmt  world,  where  ^'  the  weary  be  at  rest. 
There  the  prisoners  rest  together,  they  hear 
not  tlie  voice  of  the  oppressor.  Tha  small 
and  the  great  are  there,  and  tlm  servant  i« 
free  from  his  master  V' 

And  v.riy  it  not  be  iha  unspeakable  infelici- 
ty of  either  of  us,  to  fail  of  ^*  entering  into  that 
rest  because  of  unbdief.'^ 
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Belknap  and  I  continue d  our  course  togetli- 
tr  to  Ellington;,  in  Connecticut,  v»Lere  our 
friends  resided.  We  arrived  there  on  tiie 
i7tii  day  cf  October  1782 — being  just  two 
years,  from  the  day  I  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians at  Randolph.  What  pen  can  des- 
cribe the  mutual  joy  which  was  felt  by  pa- 
rents and  children  on  our  arrival !  Truly  our 
fathers,  '*  seeing  us,  while  yet  a  great  way 
off,  ran  and  fell  upon  our  necks,  and  kissed 
us.^'  Behold  now  the  affection  cf  a  father  ! 
See  him  shed  the  tear  cf  compassion.  Hear 
him  say  ^'  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again.  He  was  lost  and  is  found.''  See  him 
•*  begin  to  be  merry ;''  nor  think  it  strange 
that  the  fatted  calf  should  be  killed. 

Behold  a  kind  father  in  tears  of  joy,  and 
a  tender  step-mother,^  kindly  erabracing  the 
subject  cf  her  husband's  former  grief,  but  pre- 
sent delight.  See  '^  the  best  robe^'  cast  around 
liim  with  "  the  ring  upon  his  hand,  antl  the 
shoes  upon  his  feet.''  See  brothers  and  sis- 
ters surrounding  the  returned  brother.  Hear 
their  acclamations  of  joy  and  gladness  ;  embra- 
cing their  once  lost,  but  no\^  living  brother  ! 
What  heart  Avould  not  melt  at  the  sight  of  such 
a  joyful  i^cene  !  And  what  can  I  say  to  express 
iny  own  feelings  on  this  delightful  interview ! 

*My  ow:'  mother  died  while  I  wa*'  qijl^e  young,  and 
my  fa'Kar  h-.ul  iiiarried  as^ain,  1o  a  woman  po^se.^siitg 
th\^  kiudest  affect ioju«,  ani  tho  taost  efldeailug  love. 
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Havitig  endured  the  hardships  of  an  Indian 
Captivity,  and  the  pains  cf  the  Prison  ;  the 
gnawings  of  hunger ;  the  tortures  of  the  rack, 
and  the  still  more  dreadful  distress  of  S2  day's 
wandering  in  the  wilderness  ;  filled  with  des- 
pair, anxiety  and  fear ;  almost  starved,  and 
nearly  naked ;  full  of  wounds,  and  constant- 
ly chilled  with  the  cold ;  imagine,  kind  read- 
er, the  feelings  of  my  heart,  wlien  I  came  to 
behold  the  face  of  affectionate  parents,  and 
receive  the  tender  embraces  of  beloved  brothers 
and  a  loving  sister  !  Think  of  the  festivities 
of  that  evening,  when  I  could  again  enjoy  a  seat 
in  a  social  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, around  the  fireside  in  my  father's  house  ! 

Vain  is  the  attempt  to  describe  my  own  feel- 
ings on  tliat  joyful  occasion.  Fruitless,  in- 
deed, must  be  all  my  endeavor?!,  to  express 
the  mutual  congratulations,  manifested  by  all, 
on  my  return. 

My  long  absence  f.om  my  friends,  together 
with  a  sense  of  the  numerous,  and  awful 
dangers  through  w^hich  I  have  been  preserved, 
increaseed  our  gratitude,  and  caused  wonder 
and  astonishment  to  dwell  in  every  breast. 
W©  could  now  heartily  unite  in  ascribing 
praise  and  adoration  to  Him,  who  granted  me 
protection,  while  exposed  to  the  shafts  of  ha- 
tred and  revenge.  I  was  treated  with  all  that 
friendship,  which  pity  could  excite,  or  sympa- 
thy dictate ;  and  saluted  by  every  perEon  I 
met,  whether  old  or  young,  with  a  heaiiy 
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welcome.  Every  one  seemed  to  be  in  a  good 
degree  conscious  cf  the  extreme  sufferings  I 
hsA  undergone.  In  short,  my  return  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  to  witness  a  diplay  of  all 
the  tender  passions  of  the  soul. 

Knowing  th«  deplorable  wretchedness  of 
those  who  had  the  misfortune  to  become  pris- 
oners to  the  British,  and  consequently  expect- 
ing every  day,  to  hear  cf  my  death,  my  friends 
were  little  less  astonished  at  my  return,  than 
tliey  would  have  been,  had  they  witnessed  the 
resurrection  of  one  from  the  dead. 

The  extreme  hunger  and  distress  I  had  felU 
Were  clearly  manifested,  to  those  who  beheld 
my  emaciated  countenance  and  mangled  feet ; 
and  no  one  was  disposed  to  doubt  the  truth  of 
my  Words,  who  heard  me  relate  tlie  affecting 
tale  of  my  sore  afflictions.  For  ^'  by  reason  of 
the  voice  of  ray  groanings,  tey  bones'^  it  might 
verily  be  said  did  ^'  cleave  to  my  skin/''  I 
however  had  the  satisfaction  to  iiiul  my  deep 
anxiety  to  be  delivered  from  Iwndage,  and  es- 
cape from  the  enemy  ;  my  ardent  wishes  to 
see  my  liiends,  and  my  hungry,  craving  appe- 
tite, M^holly  satisfied,  in  the  full  fruition  cf  all 
my  toils.  The  munificence  of  the  wealthy 
Was  offered  for  my  relief,  and  the  poor  ap- 
proached me,  with  looks  of  tenderness  and 
pity.  All  things  around  me,  Avore  a  propi- 
tious smile.  From  morning  till  night,  instead 
of  being  guarded  by  a  company  of  refugees 
and  tqries,  or  wandering  in  a  lonesome  wil- 
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tlerness^  hungry  and  destitute^  I  could  now 
behold  the  face  of  friends^  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  repese  my  head  upon  a  downy 
pillow,  under  tlie  hospitable  covert  of  my  fath 
cr's  roof.  Instesd  of  being  made  a  compan- 
ion of  the  wretched,  I  could  now  enjoy  the 
sweet  conversation  of  a  beloved  sister,  and  af- 
fectionate brothers. 

Having  for  more  than  two  years  been  de- 
prived  of  hearing  th«  Gospel  s^und ;  surely 
^•I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let  ufe 
go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.'^  For,  uiito 
&od,  I  could  say  "  Thou  art  my  hiding  place^, 
thou  shalt  preserve  me  from  trouble,  thou 
shalt  compass  m»  about  with  songs  of  deliver- 
ance. I  will  bo  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  name^ 
for  tliou  hast  considered  my  troiibl;?,  thou  hast 
kn®wn  my  soul  in  adversity.'^  This,  I  hoped 
wcnld  he  the  lan2:uas:e  of  everv  one,  who 
made  their  escape  with  me.  For  myseif^  1 
'^rust  it  was  the  sincere  language  of  my  heart. 

Notwithstanding  the  prisoners,  whom  we 
left  on  the  Island,  were  set  at  liberty,  shortly 
afterour  escape,  and  although  our  sufferingti 
in  the  wilderness,  were  exceeding  great ;  yet- 
I  never  found  cause  to  lame  at,  that  I  impro-^/- 
ed  the  opportunity  to  free  myself  from  th^i 
hands  of  those  cruel  toi-menters,  and  opJJress 
«rs  of  the  afflicted.  For  ^' the  sfirit  of  a  man 
will  sustain  liis  infirmity,'^  And  under  tki« 
i^onsideration,  wechose  rather  to  hazard  the  con 
^jequences  of  an  escape^  though  it  mj§;ht  pr ovi 


139  INDIAN 

owr  deatli^  than  to  become  the  menial  servantf^;, 
and  thus  gratify  the  infernal  desires  of  a  petty 
tyrant. 


•  Now  T  ffel  by  pro(if. 


Thai  feliowship  in  jxain  diride^  n!;t  gmarf, 
Nor  li^^hlens  ought  each  man's  pgcu'idr  load.*' 

I  liave  ri»yer  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear 
from  eith'8i^  of  my  friends  and  fellow- suiierers,. 
Clark  ar.d  Bpragiie^  since  I  parted  with  them 
at  Bennington. 

Mf.  Belknap^  now  lives  in  Randolph^  Yt. 
??,nd  from  the  sad  experience  of  the  like  suffer- 
ings Inaisclf;  and  his  pariicipalion  in  my  own^- 
can  witness  to  the  truth  of  my  statement. 

Let  not  the  preservation  of  my  life,  through 
such  a  train  of  dangers,  be  attributed  to  mere 
■cliancc.  But  let  the  praise  be  given  to  '*  Crod 
om^  Hoc!:*  and  the  High  God,  our  Reedeemcr.^^ 

In  September,  previous  to  my  escape,  a 
treaty  of  peace  v/as  coTicluded  between  (xreat 
Britain  ^^'A.  the  United  States,  at  Paris  ;  the 
glad  news  cf  which  reached  America,  not  long 
after  my  return,  wLicIi  occasioned  the  release 
of  the  remainder  cf  the  prisoners,  who  were 
coofir;ed  upon  Prison-Island. 

As  the  w^ar  had  nov\'  terminated,  mj  return^ 
to  Randolph,  would  not  be  attended  vv  ith  Vno, 
danger  of  being  again  made  captive  by  the 
Indians:  which  induced  me,  the  spring  fol- 
lowing^ to  go  to  that  place,  and  resume  my  set- 
tlement. 
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Oil  ray  arrivai  there,  I  found  my  house  was 
ueiiiolished,  which  recalled  to  mind,  the  con- 
fusion  and  horror  of  that  dreadful  morning, 
when  the  savas^e  trihe  aj)j)roached  with  awful 
aspect,  my  lonely  dwelling.  I  went  to  work  and 
erected  a  house,  upon  the  same  spot,  into 
which,  my  father  sliortly  after  moved  his  fam- 
ily. The  grass  seed,  which  the  Indians  had 
scattered  for  some  dista^ice  from  the  Louse,  a?» 
hefore  observed,  had  tsken  root,  stocked  tha 
s^rovind,  and  remained  entire,  for  many  years  a 
jresJi  memento  of  that  woeful  event,  which 
proved  but  a  faint  prelude  of  all  my  direful 
sufi*erings. 

Here  my  father  lived  by  cuUivatia^  that 
soil,  which  had  borne  the  brutal  band  to  my 
unwelcome  door ;  till  Apiil  1812,  when  h* 
died,  at  the  good  old  age  of  Seventij'SLv, 
Here  he  has  spent  many  a  winter's  evenings 
in  rehearsing  the  mounifiil  tale  of  my  '•  cap- 
tivity and  sulierings,'^  to  his  fiieuds  and  ac- 
quaintance. 

Generous  and  ]ias])U.ibic  by  nature,  and 
jiaving  been  taught  by  my  suiferings  to  f^el 
for  the  needy,  he  w  as  ever  ready  to  extend  tln^ 
hand  of  cluuiiy,  to  relieve  their  distresHies — Hi.^ 
house,  always  the  abode  of  plenty,  wa^  an 
asylum  for  the  naked  and  forlorn,  an  accepta- 
ble home  to  the  poor  and  the  wretched. 

Always  exhiliiting  a  sense  of  what  suHer- 
ings  I  had  undergone,  for  want  of  food ;  he 
•  cmed  ia  nothing,  to  be  more  delighted;  than 
M  ^ 
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^^  to  feed  the  hungry^  and  clothe  tlie  naked. '^ 
My  loviag  and  aged  step-mother,  with  one  of 
her  sons  (a  half  brother  of  mine)  now  lives  on 
the  same  farm. 

In  the  winter  of  178^—1  was  married  to 
Hannah  KShurtliff,  of  Tolland,  Connecticut, 
and  settled  at  Haiidolph,  not  far  from  my  fath- 
ers house,  where  I  resided  eight  years,  when 
I  purchased  a  farm  ;  ajid  removed  to  Brook- 
iieid,  a  tov/n  adjoining. 

Here  I  have  resided,-  until  the  present  time 
(1818,)  d.id  obtained  mj  ov/n  sybsistance,  and 
thai  of  my  niiinfrous  family,  by  means  of  cultiva-^ 
ting  the  soil.  By  a  steady  ceorse  of  industry, 
and  econemy,  I  have  been  enabled,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  to  acquire  a  comfi^rtable  sup- 
port, and  eiljoy  the  fruits  of  my  labors,  ia 
quietude  and  peace.  As  my  occupation  was 
that  of  a  farmer,  my  opportunities  for  infor- 
Biation,  like  those  of  many  others  of  my  class, 
have  been  limited. 

My  family,  not  unlike  Job's,  coiasists  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters ;  nor  have  I 
reason  to  tliink  my  aMictions  much  inferior  to. 
his.  Although  death  has  never  been  permited 
to  enter  my  dwelling  and  take  any  of  my  family, 
yet,  my  substance  has  once  been  destroyed,  hj 
worse  than  Chaldean  hands,  and  that  too  at  the- 
very  out- set  of  my  adventures  in  life.  Not  on- 
ly were  my  house  and  effects  destroyed,  but 
myself,  at  a  most  unpropi  lions  hour,  whon  far 
removed  from  all   my   friends,    compelled  to 
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leave  my  employment;  relinquish  all  those 
objects  of  enterprise,  peculiar  to  the  juvenile 
age,  and  forced  to  enter  the  ranks  of  a  savage 
band,  and  travel  into  an  enemy's  c®untry« 
Thus  were  all  my  expectations  cut  off.  My 
hopes  were  blasted,  and  my  youthful  pros- 
pects darkened!  *•!  was  not  in  sAfety,  neither 
had  I  rest,  neither  was  I  quiet ;  yet  trouble 
came.  O  that  my  grief  were  thoroughly  weigh- 
ed, and  my  calamity  laid  in  the  balances  to- 
gether.'^ 

When  I  si>rvey  my  Hii^'rics  o'or, 

The  reeijlieetior^i  wounds  my  iieart  ; 
When  all  my  slips  were  trjie'd  in  gore> 

And  i  was  dcxjui'tl  to  ftei  ihe  smart. 

When  sore  oppressM  by  wkkeJ  lu^'uls, 
An?>nyM  with  fiiiii2^er,  rack'd   vithp&in, 

My  tinbs  confi  rd  with  iron  bands. 
'I'u  d;e;  i  V, el!  mighl  uourit  my  gain. 

When  fii  liy  vermin  broke  my  re-t, 

And  fed  upon  nay  languid  frainr: ; 
What  pains  were  felt  within  my  breast! 

But  men  were  deaf  to  pity's  c!aiia. 

Wi»en  I  was  buried  in  the  deep, 

And  wafers  o'er  my  he.id  did  roll. 
My  h  pe  wasftron^^  that  Christ  would  keep, 

And  kindly  save  my  guilty  soul, 

Notwitlistanding  tliat  inhumanity  and  cruel 
ty  which  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  sav- 
ages^ yet,  I  think  that  the  ])arbaroas  treatment 
we  received  frora  the  impious  commanders  of 
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the  British  fo\%  m  whose  charge,  we  were 
kept,  might  pat  to  the  hlush^  the  rudest  sav- 
fige^  who  traverses  the  western  wikl.  Their 
conduct  illj  comported  with  what  might  bs 
expected  fr©m  meu^  who  are  favored  Avith  the 
light  of  revelation. 

The  .savage^  v/lieii  he  does  a  deed  of  cliar- 
ity  towards  liis  prisoner^  is  no  doubt^  less  liable 
to  be  actuated  by  a  seliisli  principle^  and  in- 
fluenced by  the  hope  of  reward,  or  hy  a  fear  of 
loosing  his  reputation,  than  he  is,  who  has 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  graciuiis  re- 
ward offered  to  those  who  -^  do  unto  others  as 
they  would  that  others  should  do  unto  them/'^ 
and  knows  the  bitter  consequences  of  the  con- 
trary practice. 

And,  I  think,  the  destruction  of  Hoyaltoa, 
sind  all  its  evil  consequences,  may,  with  less 
propriety,  be  attributed  to  the  brutal  malevo- 
lence of  the  savage  tribe^  than  to  the  ignoble 
treachery,  and  despicable  fanaticism  of  certaia 
individuals  of  our  own  nation. 

Scarce  can  that  man  be  found  in  this  Gn> 
lightened  country,  who  would  treat  his  enemy 
with  as  much  tenderness  and  compassion,  as  I 
w  as  treated  by  the  savage  tribe ;  though  I  had 
abundant  cause  to  say,  that  the  ••  tender  mercies 
(»f  the  wicked,  are  cruel.'' 

Who  would  not  shudder  at  the  idea  of  be- 
ing compelled  to  take  up  their  abode  with  a 
herd  of  tawny  savages  ?  Yet,  alas !  when  I 
contrasted  the  sufferings  I  endured,  wlule  wiik 
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iho  liuliiins,  yv'dh  those  afflictions,  that  we^e 
laid  upon  me^  by  men,  who  had  been  from 
tlieir  youth  favored  with  the.  advantages  of  civ- 
ilization, cdoihed  with  autliori ty,  and  distin- 
guished with  a  l)adge  of  honor  ;  I  could  truly 
say,  the  former  chastised  me  with  whips,  but 
the  latter  witii  scorpions. 

An  India  n  captivity,  will  hardly  admit  of  a 
compai  ison  v>  ith  my  wrctclied  condition,  while 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  British,  and  under  the 
domineering  pov/er  of  a  company  of  refugees 
and  tories. 

Yf  idle  with  the  Indiaas,  my  food  was  u?i- 
savory  and  muvholesome,  my  clothing,  like 
their  own,  was  scant,  and  covered  with  filthy 
vermin ;  and  my  life  was  always  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  their  implac^V-  hatred  and  re- 
venge. This  was  a  most  perilous  condition, 
indeed,  for  any  one  to  be  placed  in.  But  my 
Gonliaement  with  the  British,  multiplied  my 
cofupiaints,  added  to  my  afflictions,  rendered 
me  more  exposed  to  the  danger  cf  loosing  my 
life,  increased  my  sorrows,  and  apparently 
br^a^ht  me  near  the  srave.  My  food  y^iis  lesS: 
fiiihy,  hilt  I  was  not  allowed  the.  half  c.f  what 
my  appetite  craved,  and  my  nature  required;, 
to  render  me  comfjiuible. 

By  the^:c,  and  my  siil^.sequent  afflictions,  I 
have  been  taught  a  lesson,  that  has  made  ari 
impre -sion  wohii  my  mind,  which  I  trust  will 
remain  as  lon^'  as  life  shall  last, 
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I^liave  been  taught  by  ocular  demonstration^ 
and  sad  experience^  the  depravity  of  man  ^. 
and  the  fallacy  of  looking  for  durable  happi- 
ness in  terrestrial  things. 

My  oAvn  suiFerings^  have  implanted  within 
my  breast^  tliat  sympathy  for  the  distressed, 
wliich  is  better  felt  than  described.  Naked- 
ness and  poverty  have  once  been  my  compan- 
ions, and  I  shall  not  readily  forget  to  lend  a 
listening  ear  to  the  cries  of  the  needy. 

And  I  would  exhort  myself^  and  all  my  feU 
low  men^  fey  the  extreme  sufferings  I  have 
enJured,  to  be  ready  nt  all  times  to  ^^feed  the 
hungry,  and  clothe  the  naked  y^  nor  eve.r  fail 
to  extend  the  hand  of  charity  for  the  a^ssistanc© 
of  the  unfortunate  0 
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^*tim^s  of  a  part  of  the  persoiis  killecl  and  teh 
ken  at  the  Burning  of  Jlo^alton, 

Zadock  Steele,  taken  at  Randolph. 

Experienee  Davis, 

Elias  Curtis, 

J.  Parks^ 

Moses  Parsons, 

Simeon  Belknap,  now  living  in  ilau" 
dolp. 

Samuel  Pember, 

Thomas  Pember,  kille<l  at  iJoyalton. 

Gardner  Rix,  now  living  in  Royalton* 

Daniel  Dov/nerj 

Joseph  Knecland,  killed  at  the  encamp- 
ment at  Randolph* 

Jonathan  Brown,  now  residing  in  Will- 
iamstown. 

Adau  Durkee,  died  at  Montreal. 

Joseph  Havens, 

Abijah  Hutchinson, 

John  Hutchinson,  now  living  in  Bethel, 

-•^ — ^- —  xlvery, 

John  Kent, 

P«ter  Mason, 

Giles  Gibbs,  killed  at  Randolph. 

Eli  as  Button,  killed  at  Royal  ton. 

Nathaniel  Gilbert. 

The  following  persons  ivere  released  by  the 
intercession  of  Mrs.  Ilendee, 

Daniel  Downer,  jr. 
Andrew  Durkce, 


Siicliacl  Heudeej 
Ro s  u  el  Parkhu rst 
Sliclden  Eiukee. 
Joseph  Eix^ 
Riifus  Fisli, 

^ Fisli^ 

Katliraiiel  E>^nii&, 
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